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INTEOD0CTION. 

This book is of so personal a naturo as to require some 
eiplaoation, if not an exeiise. It is easy to malte tHe iirst 
and It IS lopod tlie last ivill proTO as aeceptaHo. In a toI- 
iime pnMsLed nearly two years since, "My Conrtship and 
Its Consequences," I related, with extreme candor, the re- 
markable Tioissitndes tliat befell me in pnrsnit of aivife- 
bnt no portion of tbia singular narrative appeai-ed to eicite' 
more sniqjnse than tbe strange fact that I t,™ immnred 
fifteen mentis a a Genoese prison for no other offense than 
obtammg a stolen mterview ivith the object of my «„e4<,M, 
I made ft apparent enongh that this nnjustifiable ontraoe 
was perpetrated tbrongh the active mstrnmentahty of the 
British consul at Genoa ; bnt the American pnMc ™ at a 
loss to know Ti-hat insidions motive eonid urge such a per- 
son to so eztraordliaiy an mtcrferenee, aod°neit, bow so 
Lmublo an official could meld such power over a eourt of 
law, even though ft eiisted in Italy. Tbe clue to this mys- 
tery was m my haads at the time, hut I eoiisijered it in- 
discreet to make, then, the revelations contained in the 
present volmno. The misrepresentations hmnched against 
me en ma,,e m tie Enghsh press, and naturally copied into 
our own had so prejudiced tbe public mind against me, that 
1 tlongbt It first necessary to convince ah impartial persons 
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that I was wholly innocent of any legal or moral offense at 
Genoa that couki justify the unprovoked persecution I suf- 
fered there. This oliject has heen fully achiovod by the flat- 
tering success that attended the atoiy of myivooiiig already 
alluded to, and which has been receiyod with nnplicit be- 
lief by the reading public, since no one of the many who 
figui-od in its details has ventured to gainsay a angle asser- 
tion, or even to quibble over a dngle line. 

Thua entirely relieved of the cloud of suspicions that 
ounning calumny had thrown over me, and fortified by the 
conviction, now generally entertained, that I was canght in 
the meshes of some artful conspiracy, I presume to appeal 
once more to public confidence while I seek to disclose the 
occult purpose that led to my imprisonment at Genoa, as 
well as the secret aim of all the odious attempts made to 
traduce mc in England and elsewhere. It will then be seen 
that the lady who has hitherto been regai'ded as my fair 
persecutor was, in &at, only a screen and a pretest; and 
that the British consul, who has been supposed hei- cham- 
pion, was, in truth, merely the instrument for effecting the 
covert designs of another pai-ty ; and finally, that the party 
in qnestion waa no other and no less than the British Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs, Lord Viscount Palmerston. 

Snoh a statement as this may seem, at first sight. Incred- 
ible. What could Lord Palmei-ston have to do by any con- 
catenation of events with my former' fiancee. Miss Gamble, 
or with the British consul, Brown, and my love-adventure at 
Genoa in 1S5I ? It is just the sohrtion of this romantic 
imbroglio at which tins volume alms ; imd it is my hope, 
that tho reader who wandered through the intricate mazea 
of my " Couitship," and who may from curiosity or inter- 
est pick up this sequel, will discover in its pages ample 
proofs that my misfortune at Gunoa is \<im duo to the 
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thoughtlessness of a woman than to the craft of a callona 
poiitidan. At all events, the tale, hi all its phases, will only 
tend to confirm the fact that iu this nether woild of oiu-a 
the ivildcst romance is often found fantastically blended 
■with the gravest incidents of reality. 

What I have said may serve as some explanation of the 
present publication, and my excuse for it is short and simple. 
It is true I felt the most poignant reluctance to make public 
the secret relations I once held witli a leading minister of 
the British govcrameut, not only from a deep sense of 
propriety, but from the respect I have always entertained 
for Lord Pahnerston, in spite of bis harsh behavior to me. 
Still, it was neccBsaiy that the public imputation on my 
vei'acity by the British consul at Genoa, who declared that 
I never had any connection with the English government, 
should be as pnblidy removed; and furtbennore, I con- 
sidered thatsomo atonement was dtie for all the disrepute 
and sufibiing so wantonly heaped on me. Up to this mo- 
ment Lord ralmerstou has, for hla own reasons, constantly 
thought fit to decline ^ving me his co-opcratiou to obtain 
either the one or the other, I submit, then, as incontest- 
able, not only my right, but the propriety of my laying this 
second ^iuclication before the world, for this is one of those 
caises that not nnfrcquently occur, where law and equity s£- 
ford no remedy, but where the ends of justice are satisfied 
by the sympathy and support of the public, 

I trust it will be admitted that in defendmg myself I 
have shown sufficient forbeai-ance toward otljei-s, and that I 
have not sought to enhance the mtcrest of my book, at the 
expense of my self-respect, by any ostentatious pai'ade of 
important disclosures, or even by an unreserved revelation 
of matters which I did not deem necessary to my justifica- 
tion. 
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Vlll INTRODL'CnON. 

In the course of my narrative I liave found it n 
to enter into a somewhat careful record of eveuts in France 
during an epoch of extreme interest, beginning with the 
presidency of the Prince Louis Napoleon, and ending with 
the coup d'etat which elevated him to the throne. This 
portion of my book I beg to recommend to the attentive 
perusal of the reading public, and I venture to liope that 
after the most searching investigation and the keenest crit- 
ical analyds, it will be finally pronounced an irapaitial and 
^thful sketch of the rise and fell of the late French Re- 
public. The cause of tnith, as well as their own interests, 
demand that the people of the "United States should form a 
correct and independent opinion of European events, and it 
is hardly less than a misfortrme for us that we are in the 
habit of taking all our views of transatlantic afiairs from the 
English press. It is in the nature of things that the journal- 
ists of England ehould fonn conclusions corresponding to 
their own point of view, and which are nece^arily more or 
less shaped and colored by personal prejudice and national 
interest. The public of this countiy ai'e, consequently, often 
led astray by adopting too confidingly the judgments of 
England upon the facts of European history, and more es- 
pecially upon the af^i-s of Fi'ance. I do not hesitate to 
accuse the English press of fi-eqiiently misrepresenting both 
men and things in France, to serve pai'ty purposes or to 
pamper national illusions. 

Under these circumstances, is it not the manifest duty of 
American joum^sm to investigate facts for themselves, and, 
guided solely by their own intelligence, to di-aw such de- 
ductions as are conformable to truth and logic ? It should 
be remembered that the safety of the oligarchy and the du- 
ration of parliamentary government in England, depend on 
the deliberate distortion of events both in France and the 
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United States. This may serve to explain those singular 
and staitling oscillations of the leading English joui-nal, the 
London Times, which at one period denoimces the French 
emperor as a tyrant, and at the nest lavishes upon him the 
most eloquent panegyric. The Times is obliged to steer its 
difficult coui'se between the necesaty of supporting its own 
national orgaoizatiou, and the expediency of not assailing 
the institutions of its formidable neighbor, France. Hap- 
pily, there is no reason under heaven why the press of this 
country sliould seek to thi'ow dust ui the eyes of the people, 
or any why they should not assert their independence of 
Enghshjoumalismby deelaiing their o^vn unbiased eenti- 
ments when reliable information is offered them. The state- 
ments of an Ameriean upon matters that have passed under 
his personal observation may be received without suspicion, 
and are entitled to consideration. It may be thought by 
some that my former acquaintance with the Emperor of 
France may have induced me to color his best acts too highly, 
or to throw an aitful mirage over his more doubtful ones. 
The most emphatic assertions to the contraiy would avail 
nothing, and all I ask, therefore, is a calm, thorough, and 
impartial examination of my impretending narrative of 
recent events in France, I challenge the utmost scrutiny, 
and I await without apprehension the verdict of pubho opin- 
ion. Let it always be borne in mmd that to France we 
are indebted, to say nothing ofrevolutionary obligations, for 
two of the ablest books that have ever appeared on our 
country. The institiitions and material resources of the 
TJnitcd States have received at the hands of JM. de Tocque- 
ville and M. Michel Chevalier, an elucidation and a record 
not more remarkable for fidelity than the friendly spirit that 
inspired them. It is, therefore, doubly incumbent on every 
American, when ivriting of France, not to pronounce a judg- 
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merit upon her institutions or men based upon tho English 
or American standai'cl of right and. ivrong, but rather to 
look dispassionately at both, in order to discover if the first 
are not in confornut7 with historical antecedents, and the 
last tho mere passive instruments of some overruling neces- 
sity. In this clear, philosophical hghfc let the history of the 
French RepuMc of 1848 he regarded, and it is not to be 
doubted that the American opinion of its prominent actors 
wiU difler -widely from that which may be entertained in 
other countries. 

IIesky Wikoff, 



iff, November 23, 185a 
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THE ADVENTURES 



ROVING DIPLOMATIST, 



OHAPTEB I. 



I EETltOSPBCT. 



lembarlcediiirebruarj 1849 intliegoodsfeimerHei-man tound 
from New loik to Southampton on my mj to France my four- 
teentli pas ige across the Athniic Ihis fict must sufficiently 
attest the mfercst with wheli I had legirded the piogiess ofaffaia 
in Europe foi many jeais past, as well as the opportunities that 
must have been afforded foi fimihansmg myself with the leal 
meaning of eients, and the true motives of those who had iiisti 
gated or proiitted hj them I lemembered no inatince when J had 
set off on a visit to EuiopL with my feelings so keenly stured as 
on the present occasion, and certainly the political huiricine that 
had swept ovei Euiope in 1848 h-sd left such slaithng proofs of its 
intensity and ravages as must have aroused the dullest min d. How 
much more, then, was my curiosity stimulated, who had so often 
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contpmpl t d til m n and lies that now lie buried under the 
Alpin 1 h th t h J suddenly descended, and who was 
accust m d t m ft n n the society of those who neie eithei 

the vitn fth dist r the more foitunate paiticipatois 
in that which had succeeded. There was nothing on shipboard to 
divert my attention, and my mind found constant aiinicnt, fheie- 
fore, the entire voyage in contrasting the condition ot ^Fiance as 
I left it in the spring of *47, hiimg passed the wmter there, 
wilh all the incredible changes that bad since tianapired, and which, 
urged by an insatiable cariosity, I was on my road to contemplate. 

Louis Philippe was, ilten. King of the I'rench, His royal brow, 
so often shadowed over by threatening perils and perplexing fear 
of change, beamed, at last, with a sense of complete security. His 
smile was radiant, his confidence unbounded. He heKeved his dy- 
nasty permanently established. 

M. Guizot was, then. Prime Minister His myoi fy, in the 
Chamber of Deputies, was so strong, that he treated th:, Oppo it on 
with contempt. When they declared that a 'Juff i^e of leas than 
200,000 for a population of thirty-five mdliona wis a mocheiy 
the airogant Minister replied, " It ia enough ' ai d turned his bn,L 
upon tbem. Thus, the King swayed his Minister ; the Minister 
ruled the Chamber ; and the Chamber dictated to France, This 
was the political situation, and the structure was skilfully con- 
stracted, and seemed firm enough. 

The literary world was then in a state of violent fermentation. 
The " Girondists" was jast published. Lamartine, its author, se- 
lecting the moat striking epoch of the first revolution, had depicted 
its fierce commotions with thrilling powei". The ex -page of Charles 
X. announced himself the apologist of Eobespierre, and extenuated 
the terrible excesses of the Eeign of Terror. The aristocratic 
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A KETROSPECT. 6 

world was hoirified, but the people weie not inilifierent to Gas 
Btartling ttinstormation 

The journals were, iA«!, discussing elettonl rcfonn The oj- 
gans of Government deridLd boldly any ificieise of the franchiso, 
whilst the Opposition prints contended modLstly that the national 
mind wis not faiily rtpresented &uch an extini^ant idea, aa 
universal snfln^e never entered the brain of any aeunus person 

The financul world, Wen, was ahsoibed in all the vicissitudes of 
railway speculation, ind TLothseliild wielded the golden nand tha^ 
had oiiee hiokeu in the giasp of the scheming John Law 

The fashionable world was never gayer than in the winter of '47. 

The middle classes were busy in the pursuit of gain, and satis- 
fied with the results. 

The masses were occupied, induatr 1 cat Vi th y 

aa content as silent ; no one knew o 1 Th th as^ t 

of things in April of '47. France md t lip p 
and happy. 

I was not deceived, though, by th bl ley 1 d f I h d 
scanned the whole horizon round, a 1 kn th pit 

clouds gathering. My short aojoi P tl w t f 

'47 was given to frequent interview vith th 1 d t 11 t i 

^France, le ff ^ sp ts h Ih tr Ithk Ip dfm 

one to th th d F e d h d t y Ih 1 

cutiou 1 b 11 t th VI w st It b t th 1 n 

universally diff i f h ta t d f m 1 w p t f 

view. I tl ht t dl t Ij h w f if t t p 
triotism, or conviction, may have s> j d tl ; b t 

distinct impression I bore away with m tl t 11 th 1 1 !„ 

men of France, with a single except m d pi d f 

doubt, both of themselves and their d t N k th p e- 
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** A EETKOBPECT. 

sent, none tboiigtt of the past, none penetrated the future. They 
seemed to mo like so many gamesters £it rouge et noir, each playing 
his stake with more or less composure, but aU blindly uncertain of 
the lesults 

I bieiktasted often at this epoch with Louis Blatie, and peci'In"- 
into his intelligent faee, sought to fathom the mysteries of Socialiam. 
He talked most eloquently, hut when I desired to examine the 
macbmery of his system, he hesitated. His theory was not yet in 
governmental shape. 

I dropped in occasionally on M. Man-ast, Editor of the Nalioml, 
the democratic journal. 

" If the monarchy falls," I asked, " what then ? " 

"The Eepublic," he exclaimed I 

"What kind of Republic?" 

" Cela depend " (that depends), and he explained no further. I 
saw the contemplated French Eepnblio was in a nebulous state. 

I observed on one occasion to M. de Lamartine, " Tour book 
IS making a deep sensation," 

"I am glad of it," he returaed, "for my publisher gave me a 
large sum. Here, take the prospectus with you for your friends." 

Strange that the illustrious author tiiought only of the pecuniary 
success of his book, little di-eaming, likely, of the bloiif he had 
given the monarchy. 

I went to the house of M.. Thiei-a, one evening, with his friend, 
the Prince de la Moskowa. M. Thiers was the chief accouchear of 
Louis Philippe's dynasty, but was supplanted, at last, by his rival 
Giiizot, I inferred his discontent, and ventured to touch a new 
chord. I spoke to him opportunely of the Prince Louis Napoleon. 
He listened. I continued my remarks, when, at length, he said, 
"How old is hcP" Awordfcomsuchamanisavolume. I divined 
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his tLoiTght, to wit, that tlie Pniice vi i^ young enongli to wait till 
he tad Bonapartized Prance more deeply with his magniiicent his- 
tory of the Consulate and the Empire 

I discussed one morning witli the bnllnnt chi\alnc Berryer the 
chances of the old monarchy. 

" Will it ever return ?" I queried. 

"Why not," he said ; "it returned once, andmay it not again?'' 

Many more remarkable men I had the good fortune to meet at tli» 
moment I speak of, but each, as I have shown, was sailiugin abark 
of his own and to a different and uncertain haven. The interview 
that affected me most was that, which, after great difBculty, I ob- 
tained with the illuatrioua Chateaubriand. He was broken down in 
health and confined to bis bed-room, where for a couple of hours 
daily be was propped up in a chau.'. Hia family alone were admitted, 
and I was the last stranger that ever approached bim. He sat, aa 
I entered, with his venerable head drooping on his breast, plunged 
apparently in stupor, I conversed in a low tone with his nephew, 

the Marquis de . Our conversation gradually wandered on 

to politics, when the nephew talked of the le^toration some day of 
bis legitimate King. Chateaubriand shook his head slowly but 
spoke not. After a pause we v, ent on, commentmg on the career 
of the existing Monarchy, and in the course of a little time the 
Patriarch with difficulty raised his head, bis eye gaaing on vacancy. 
" Cela ira corame tout le rede. L'avenu est au peupk." (That will 
pass like all the rest. The future belongs to the people.) His 
voice was sepulchral, and the words seemed to stru^le up fromhia 
heart. His head sank downward again, and soon after I withdrew. 
How solemn and emphatic this renunciation of all his efforts, of all 
his hopes. Chateaubriand gave Christianity back to France, but 
his last breath closed it against that Royal race to whom his ances- 
tors for centuries had faithfully clung. 
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I spoke of a single exception, amongst all the great intellects 1 
encountered, tliat seemed to have come to a clear and positive 
conclusion, I sat one day at an open casement witli an old man, 
whose thin grey locks flutfered in the gentle .breeze of spring! 
His face overHowed ivith beneyolenee; the fire of genius sparkled 
in his eye. This was the Abbe Lammenaia. first a Priest of Rome, 
and last a fervent Democrat, and the writer whose burning words 
had seared deepest the popular heart of France. His tones were 
calm and deep like his coaviation, 

"Then, the Monarchy of July," I said as I rose. 

"Dead." 

" Its elder brother ' — 

" Dead." 

" May they not revisit France ?" 

"Lite spectres.— only to vanish." 

" The Bonspartes " — 

"Yes, in their turn." 

"TheEepublic"— 

" Inevitable." 

"WilHt stand?" 

*' It matters not." 

" Wherefore ?" His eye wandered over the plains to a distant 
point. 

" Because in its arms only can Prance, the world, find rest." 

I have thus glanced brielly at the smiling surface of French 
Society in '47, and as hurriedly pointed at the powerful under- 
currents that were percolating beneath. 



[ passed from Paris at the" lime in question, on my return home. 
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had done theirworst, hutinhis duageon, asm the saloons of London, 
he was still master of himself, and superior to fate. His mind clear, 
hia spirit firm his hopes the same. I left him again as I left him 
befoie — a believer in bis destiny. I remember well the ridicule that 
assailed my predictions in Paris and elsewhere in 1845, hut what 
I thiught I wiote, and the Prisoner for hfe thus endorsed the 
piopliet-y he hilinspired. 
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A SETEOSPBCT. 

Ham, le 11 Octobre, 1845. 



_ Je vouB renvoie les deux premieres fouilles d,e votre manu- 
scriteljo vous en remercie Bine^ement. II est impossible de mettro 
plus de tact, do bon gout, et d'esprit que voua en avez fait dans votre 
relation de vohre voyage it Ham. II n'y a pas un mot h changer. 

N'ouhliez pas lorsquo vous ir 
adresse pour toub &rire et rceo\ 
sentimens d'estime et d'amitie. 

NAPOLEON LOUIS. 

[TK AN ELATION.] 

Ham, the llth October, 1845. 



I return to you the first two sheets of your mannscript, and 
I thank you sincerely. It is impossible to display more tact, good 
taste, and talent than you have done in tie recital of your liip to 
Ham. There is not a word to change. 

Do not forget when you leave forEngland tosendtomo an address 
where to write to you, and receive anew the assurances of my senti- 
ments of esteem and friendship. 

NAPOLrO^ LOUIS 



It was no fanaticism in the Prince, noi- a fantasy of mmo, for I 
believed, and the captive of Ham well knew, that in the heait of 
the I'rench peasant lay smouldering the memory ot the fii-^t 
Napoleon, a soldier of the people, and that one diy tl b misses 
would summon a second Wapoleon to their head. 

Last, in 1S47, rencountered the Prince again, who was once nioie 
a denizen of London. Neither exhilarated by freedom, nor depressed 
by ennui, ho wore the same imperturbable air that had captivated 
me at first, and that astonished me at last. He lived tranquilly i 
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cousin, on the contraiy, was prudeat, careful, and calculating. 
The one dashed headlong after his object, the other sought it with 
less risk. 

In bidding the Prince Louis adieu, I referred to the past. " I 
am r ■ d "was his reply. I glanced at the future without a 
p m He smiled serenely, whilst he spoke. " ^attends lea 

ei w (I am waiting events), were his significant words. He 

m d t to doubt that they would come to his aid ; but who 

id tk n nagine them so near? 

It w th recollections like these, and with all the random 

m th y suggested, that made my Atlantic trip seem a short 

I \ . When I reflected that in the brief interval that had 
t np d nee theinddentalhavejust rclated,amoralearthq^uake 
t d w pt -er Europe, and that the monarch I had left with the 
s pt fl m in bis gripe was now fugitive and forlorn, and that 

th m n wiom some thought mad, and all a dreamer, was the 
°Ti lect of Prance, I felt almost disposed to doubt my 
1 was really bewildered at such stupendona changes in 
the fortunes of men and the fate of nations. 1 had read of them 
!■ them, and marvelled, but till I could witness 
■s though my iiiciedulity would never cease. 



I ..Google 



FRANCE KEPUSLICANIZED. 



CHAP. II. 



rRANCE REPUBLlCAJdBED. 



I had no sooner lauded at Soutliampton tliaa I hurried aci'osa 
the Ctaimd, impatient to see the fresh traces of the strange trans- 
formation that had occurred. The old port of Havre, with its 
granite quays, its stone houses, and rampart of hills behind, looked 
as solid and immovahle in its republican youth as in the monarchica]^ 
years they had defied. The familiar tricolour flattered from tower 
and mast-head as gaily as of yore ; unconscious that the eloquence of 
Lm t hi d tfi m IP II \ d b itfor 

m t k f h L 1 ty Eq 1 ty r t tj the 

ymb Ifth. wlfthi mt my y every 

di t b t th ly mt T t t I t d f th e iiae 

d th h p f p 1 t {, ns i m d pol ce 

Why th w th tt 1 t f th IVI hy I h d 1 It a I 

md Itfpl t] tTh el 

L 1 tl p p 1 1 th t p I Th F 1 E 1 hi 
Thia sounded well, but it was a passport still, whilst the gentry 
aforesaid had only changed thuir uniforms, and not their occupation. 
The motive of this, I suspected, was that some hungry contraetore 
had suddenly professed Ecpuhiieaniam for the salce of a job. A 
change of costume for such a corps as the police, or the army, 
or navy of I'ranee, is an affair of miUions ; but buying up Eepuh- 
licans at such a rate is costly work. 

In the railway to Pai'is I expected to Tiear the Eepublic extolled 
and Monarchy derided, but everybody eschewed politics, to my 
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P h re appaientlj as tii>ro^5ed by tbeir ordinary avocations as 

tbougb nothing bad occur el lb s I soon found was only tba 

surface of tbings for tl e m nds and feel ngs of men were by no 

means in tbe same plac d cond t on Eyerybody talked of recent 

evcntsinawbisper nd v tb bated brcalb as tboiigh an escape bad 

been made from some vague and 1 ea If 1 eafastropbe. So rapid, and 

various, and portentous bad been events, tbat tbe minds of all were 
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thrown into a state of confasiou that rendered any distinct opinion 
impossible. No one hardly knew whether to regret the past, be 
content with the present, or satisfied with the future. The more I 
sounded, the more palpable was the profound moral disorder into 
whieh all conditions and classes had been cast. A nation, no more 
than a stage-coach, cannot be suddenly overturned, and act up again 
without its occupants findina; themselves in a very mixed state of 
mind and body, hardly knoiving whether to cry out or rejoice. 

The lower classes of France seemed quite elated with their per. 
formances. They had dethroned a King, turned out his successors, 
th& Republ c n C n an 1 p ty and t j a B p t They 
regarded tl a a p tty f ir p t th d t us I rity 

in the sho 1 1 m 1 1 v 1 d th y w n 1 n d to mo der, 
and work w th m I h 

The m idl 1 t h d th ir h ad 1 k d unutt ble 

things, but I n th Th j d d n t ca t h t k wn 

tliey neve ra t t p t L PI 1 pp m h 1 t t t a 
■Republic, 1 t f all t uj B p t i m tl y en- 

thusiastically voted for to escape something worse. They considered 
they had made fools of themselves, jeopardized their interests, but 
Uoped to get out of the scrape without avowing it. 

The upper classes were divided in sentiment. The Legitimists, or 
followers of the old Monarchy, were in ecstacy at tbe downfall 
of the Orleanist Dynasty. They patted the Eepublic on the back at 
having removed their hated rival. They embraced the new Bona- 
parte as a reaction towards Monarchy, and the mirth qn their happy 
faces showed how fervently they believed " a good time was coming" 
at last. The poor Orleanists were inawoful plight, hai'dly knowing 
whether to curse others or themselves. They were in the last state 
of desperation, ou their backs and in the gutter, groaning inwardlyj 
unheeded, and forgotten. 
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That small poition of society ditiiig trom t5ie iiist Empire, and 
whieli had been snubbed in. turn by the elder briuch and the 
younger, by Loms 18tb and bj Loms Phillippo, now cime out of 
tlieir hiding places, bmshed up then old souveniii, and diied to 
avow themselves Bompiitists 

Wl t ] pi dm most WIS to find a KepuHio m I'rmce 

b t B p 1 1 I have given a faithful ''ketch ot tl.L ^ntioual 

m d Ih g t phases, hut save the sroall knot of politi- 

tt t! left of the National Assembly then delibe- 

t P I Id discover no Uepnbl leans. This was a 

d t t g state of things, I saw, and every one 
f It t tb t th y h d only stopped at a station, as it were, and 
ill t J y f It with mystery was still before them, Jf I 

h d th pit 1 tl ones or sympathies to stimulate ray nttenlion^ 
my t t tb f te of a great people, and in the career of an 

t d y m s too deep and absolving not to strain every 

f Ity f my da watching the progress of events towards 

m k h t vitable d/nouement. 

S ft y val I paid a visit to the Prince Napoleon, 

th d t tl Hopital dea luvalldes,* of which his Tatber, 

th K J as just named Governor. When I saw the 

Prince last in London he mas forbid by the laws of France to enter 
its territory, and now liis, family were in possession of the GoveiTi- 
ment- The Prince gave me a cordial reception. In his present 
exalted position I found him as affable and unstudied in his manner 
and conversation as when in exile. He received me in his roie de 
chamln-e, handed me a cigar, and began chatting in his usual ready 
and off-hand way. The intelligence of the Prince was strikingj 

• An Asyluia for disalilea BUliJiera, founded by Louis XIV. 
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of my remavkatoii the strange events that had occurred since last I 
saw the Prince, and he discnsaed theiu without reserve, and with aa 
appreciation both impartial and sagacious. He enumerated the 
errors of the fallen dynasty and wh 1st h s oj no s of the fut re 
were neither extravagant nor theo et c 1 he d plaved g eat zeal 
for the popular cause, and dee ded avers on to any react o i y 
movement. After awhile he suddenly isked me — 

" Mala, avezvous vu Loms 1 — [ Ha e you see Loins ' ] 
I was really startled to hear the Head of the State so familiarly 
treated, forgetting for aa instant that it was his cousin addressing 
me. 

■' No, your Highness," I replied, "I have been only a few days 
in Paris, and I feel, besides, that my acquaintance with the Priuce 
naturally ends with his elevation to his present august position." 

" Believe me, the President will be happy to see you," returned 
the Prince Napoleon, Go to the ball to-night at the Elysfe, and 
you will meet him there." 
" But I have no invitation." 

"That's easily remedied ;" and ringing the bell, lie ordered an 
invitation to be sent to my hotel. 
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himscll into thi; ranks of the Opposition, not out of hostility to the 
President, but from a conviction that the interests of both required it. 
I feared an estrangement would then ensue, but still I believed that 
their mutual affection would survive political dissensions. 

Strange to say, neither the Prince Napoleon, nor any one else, 
seemed to know the views or purposes of the President. The mar- 
Tellous transition in his fortunes, the possession of power, the en- 
thusiasm of the nation, were as impotent as hia previous disasters to 
work any change on his mind or character. The inscratablt man he 
was, he still remained, and this strange resei've was so new to the 
French that it awed whilst it perplexed them. Of the Prince 
Louis Napoleon the masses knew nothing, save hia name and 
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his misfortunes; but the roading public of France and eUe- 
wliere entertained profound doubts both, of tis capacity and judg- 
mentj wtiilst the adroit politicians of the day were in high glee at 
the prospect of handling so pU.mt a tool as they took him to be. 
H'a h d been ardently sustained by the Monai-chieal parties, 

1 ca th y dered his election would pave the way to a resto- 

t f M na hy. The Lcgitiniists, with Berryer at their 

h 1 1 lly I f d he would be the precursor of Henry V. The 

1 t d the guidance of Thiers and M51e, meant to prop 
h [ t II th C unt de Paris, grandson of Louis Philippe, was 

Id h t ime his r31e in a limited Monarchy. The Ke- 

1 hi h d pposed his election, simply because he was the 
nephew of an Lmperor, and they feared his tendencies to Eoyalty. 

What Ms opinions or views really were no one took the trouble to 
inquire, for no one gave him the credit of any. At the moment I 
speak of, near three mouths had elapsed since his election, and 
the same notion generally prevailed of his utter incompetency to 
shape or carry out any policy of his own. A ludicrous struggle as 
to whom he should belong was going ou between the Legilimists and 
Orleanists, who frequented his table and crowded his levees. The 
haughty Duchesses of the I'aubourg St, Germain revived their faded 
recollections of Court intiigue, and stimulated by the auguries of 
their oracle, BeiTycr, they employed every act of seduction to win the 
seemingly flexible President over to their purposes. No doubt they 
were ready to pledge him, for his aid in restoriug Htmry V,, a good 
place at Court and a splendid revenue. 

Theleadersof the Orleanists were more practical men, and em- 
ployed other means. Messieurs Thiers and Mol^, sure of their 
Parliamentaiy tactics, promised in their turn to increase his actual 
allowanee, in consideration of his obedience to their suggestions. 
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To all these temptations the President lent a ready car, Irat made 
no reply, which was attributed naturally to his hesitation as to 
whose olfers he would finally accept. The Orleanists made a bold 
and adroit effort at the very outset, not only to monopolize the 
President, but, better still, to get rid of the llepublic at the same 
time. The anecdote I shall relate ia proof of this I have from the 
bed authority. 

The very day after the installation of the President into olhcc, in 
December, 1848, a grandreview of the National Guard, and of all the 
Troops in Paris, was ordered, to furnish the new President an oppor- 
tunity of showing himself in public for the first time. The enthusiasm 
for the heir of the " Emperor " was at that instant deep and universal. 
The upper class for the reason assigned, the middle class at the pros- 
pect of order, the lower class from pure love of the name, were 
each and all sincere and ardent in their rejoicing at Louis Napoleon's 
elevation. An astute politician, like M. Thiers, perceived at a 
gimce bow easy it nas to ti msfoim the newly fledged President 
mto a ready made Empeior He thought to accomplish it at once. 
Geneial Chongarniu was, then, commandmg the Army of Paris, 
and was both an Oileanist and a partisan of M Thiers. This 
political metamorphosis was simple enough foi Geneial Chan- 
gamiei hid only to ^nt the hmt, and both the Aimy and tho 
National Guild would have readily la sed the ciy of "Vivel'Em-" 
peiem " Eepubhcan opposition would have availed little. The 
inoiniiig of the review the President, the Piinco Nipoleon, and 
Genei il Changainier were togothei m one of thi saloons of the 
Palais d Elysee, waiting fill the Tioops got into line 1 efo e mount- 
ing then hoises It ivis at that moment &i,neial Chmgarnier 
suggested to the President how eisy a thing it was to exchange 
his Eepublican toga for the Impcnal mantle, and that if he would 
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speak the word he was fully prepared to effect tliis splendid 
ctange in his toilette. The President paced the room in. silence, 
as if busied in rumination, whilst General Changamicr continued 
to urge on him the expediency of an act so facile and so desirable. 
At this solemn moment the President remained, as usual, calm and 
collected, whilst General Ghangarnicr was feverish and agitated. 
The Prince Napoleon stood hy a passive spectator. Suddenly word 
was brought that all was ready, and Louis Napoleon monnted his 
horse without uttering a word of reply. General Changarnier did 
not venture to act without his authority, and the Imperial project 
of M. Thiers fell, therefoi-e, to the gi'ound. The motive of the 
President's silence is left to speculation. Did he secretly approve 
the plan, but wished General Changarnier to accept the sole 
responsibility, or did he doubt the good faith of tlie proposUim, 
suspecting it to le only a snare to ruin 7dm, or did he Consider the 
etei p m tur a d Ti loy 1 ? His reflections at that critical instant 
h h nd 1 d 

Th ly ftl t Kyi t fa tions to outstrip each other in 

tl f t hj t w It ough at this time, but they 

w 1 "y '^ P ^^ t 1 Id the President prove refractory 
o fttl hlhd faigou liis own authority. A 

c t E i this 1 oon after his election. Tha 

P d nt wa th t h 1 m nts connected with his expe- 

dition toBoulOoVie, m 1 40, 1 db n preserved in the archives of tha. 
State, hy order of Louis Philippe, and it was only natural that in 
his present exalted position he should wish such vestiges of tho 
past to be consigned to oblivion. Ite had not been in office many 
days when ho sent a request to his Muiister of Interior, Leon de 
Mallevillo, to remit to him the documents in question. To his great 
surprise the Minister hesitated to comply. The President insisted. 
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however, when the presumptuous Minister brought the matter 
before the National Assembly, and declared his purpose of throwing 
up his portfolio rather than submit to this illegal abuse of the 
Executive power. He resigned accordingly, and a great hubbub 
was the result. 

All this was only an ingenious trick of the politicians of all 
the factions, headed by Messieurs Thiers and Mole, to reduce the 
President at once to subjection, so that he might not venture there- 
after to interfere with them. The power assigned to the Execu- 
tive by the Eepublican Constitution of M. Marraat and Co. was 
vague enough, and it was equally the interest of the politicians of 
all shades to convert the President into a more fiction of Slate, 
similar to the English Monarch, so that all authority might be 
wielded by themselves, at the head of a Parliamentary majority, as 
la England. To accomplish this the paltry occasion of the President 
sending for the documents I have alluded to was laid hold of, and 
the object was to manage the thing in snch a way in the Assembly 
and the Pi-ess as to put the President ia the wrong before the 
public, and so turn opinion against him. M. Thiers displayed 
his usual dexterity in getting his camp-follower, M. de Maneville, to 
resign, and such a tempest in a tea-pot was raised, that in Trance, 
England, and the United States, the public, who only saw the outside 
of the dispute, considered the politicians iu the right, and wei-e 
more confirmed than ever mtheir previous unfavourable impressions 
of the Prince Louis Napoleon. 

The President detected at onoe the Parliamentary juggle, and 
deeming it unwise to alarm the public mind by so early a colKaion 
between himself and the Assembly, he prudently "vvithdrew his de- 
mand, and gracefully submitted to his would-be masters. The ex- 
ultation of the Parliamentary leaders was extreme, and they mistook 



I .y Google 



FUANCE REPUELICANIZED. 33 

tie tact and good sense of tlie President for weakness and inca- 
pacity. Tke KepuUican paity was in majority at liis time in the 
Assembly, but tliey readily followed the EovjOists in this decisive 
effort to put down the President, 

The state of things, when I arrived in Paris in March was 
seemingly pleasant enough. In the Assembly the Boyalista and 
Eepublicaiia were contending for the mastery ; the former superior 
in Parliamentary tactics, the latter greater in numbers. Out of 
doors the two Eoyalist factions, as I have described, were strug- 
g!iiig„for the exclusive possession of the President, who assumed 
the complacent demeanour of Captain J 



" How happy could I be with either, 
Were t'other dear charmer away." 

The Republican party, all this while, avoided contact with the 
President, and freijuented his fetes in limited numbers. They were 
mortified at the defeat of their candidate. General Cavaignac, and 
looked upoa Ms aucoesaful rival with conseq^uent dislike. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE president's BALL. 

The invitation to his cousin's ball, which the Prince Napoleon 
Lad 30 graciously procured for me, as before stated, duly reached 
me, and I drove, at nine o'clook the same evening, to the Palace of 
the ElysSe. This was the residence assigned by the Assembly to 
the President, and it was singular' enough that the career of Prince 
Loais Napoleon should begin in the very abode where that of 
his illustrious unda finished. It was here tliat Napoleon, after the 
battle of 'Waterloo, resided previous to Ms quitting Paris, and from 
the fact of his not reinraing to the Palace of the Tuilleries it seemed 
as though he i-ecognized the loss of his right longer to inhabit it. 
Whether it was from jealousy or fear of expense that the Kepuhlican 
Assembly selected the smaller Palace of the Elys^e for the Presi- 
d t' " t d f th T 'lleries, the gorgeous abode of the old 

Ki fP Idathw, but any potentate, Hepublican, or 

th -w m ht w U b t fied with so delightful a habitation 
tb t f th ZhjsC Th ecept on rooms aie numeiois loity, 
adl tltkdthybn double their size they woula only 
h ntly m n d ted the thiong that eiamme 1 the n to 

n th a ht I f to Until a pi tiou of the company 
li i j^ n 1 t well ni^h out of tl e q lest on Th s 

1 fll ce f t pio-vel fh-xt mvititiois h 1 1 een 

lib lly d t b t 1 and 1 cd the dispositonof the Picaileut 
to con 1 t 11 1 d auks at staitm,. The an izmg variuty 

of d t n nd t n raixture of position that baimoniously 
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blended together at the f&tes of tte President of the Eepublio at 
tliia precise period, was the best illustration of the aiagular confu- 
sion of opiaion and social disorganisation tliat followed the political 
terapest of 1848. 

The President displayed admirable sagacity in not prematurely 
seeking to restore the broken-down banders and artificial distinc- 
tions that had formerly preTailed, and he exhibited equal tact in 
recognizing the interregnum existmg by scattering broad-cast the 
invitations to his levees and balls. 

To judge only from the appearance and manners of the guests, a 
sti'angcr might have supposed them exdnsively drawn from the 
highest ranks only, for in no nation of Europe does that easy self- 
possession, characteristic of good society, so universally distii^nish 
all classes as in France, This is a relio of the olden time, for the 
Grand Seigneur of the middle ages, however privileged and powerful, 
was still familiar and natural in his relations with his inferiors, 
and from this it comes that in point of social equality France takes 
precedence of all other countries. My frequent visits to Paris, how- 
ever, had accustomed my eye to the nicer shades of its different grades 
of society, and I could diseera on every aide indications of the ex- 
traordinary jumble then prevailing. Every shade of polities. Legi- 
timists, Orleanists, Bonapartista, with a sprinkUng of Republicans ; 
every branch of the Army and Navy ; every learned profession. 
Priests, Lawyers, and Physicians ; every elevated industry, iinaneievs, 
and manufacturers ; the world of letters ; the representatives of art , 
painters, sculptors, and architects ; every strata of society, from 
the loftiest rank and fashion down to the unknown parvenu and 
obscure nondescript, were chatting, stating, dancing, promenading, 
eating, aild drinking, in the glittering saloons of Louia Napoleou 
on the occasion I am now speaking of. 
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Nollo fle EycM/ e I sp el the sioi ro d fi^iar of 1! 
Th rs He vaa st. ndii „ Ijy a chimney ^ e e his h nd bei nd 
him a fa ite itt iude pee mg tl ro „h h a pecta Is ? th 
a a of quiet mpo ta ce i the motley tlrong bet e h n 
Occas onally he o Id n ak a b ef eraark to a £n d n 
hi3 usual al -upt o -t w y I contemplated 1 n a mo nent -m. I 
CO dd Imo t d eh reflections He cons lere \ h mself at tl at 
moment tho master spirit of I'rance, and his manner m d to y — 
" This is all ^eiy well for the nonce, but I wiE p t th n to 
rights in my own good time." Tui'nmg round I m k d the 
fine form of the courtly Berryer, promenading with tl 1 n 
Mathilde, danghtei'of theEK-King Jci-ome, and cons ol tl P 
dent. The beauty, gi'ace, and intelligence of this I ly T n s 
gave additional intticst to her lomanfic hi tory a d as she movel 
along, the cynosure of all admuing e>es th b 11 nt le 1 of 
the Legitimists seemed fullj consi'ious of the ho or o fe ed on 
him. Whdat others weie discussing the jpe nee of these d 
tinguished pereons, the Imperial beaiug of one tl e o ato -d 
genius of the other, I was alone oceiiiul nith the fact that the 
chief adtisei of Heni-y V m !Pi-ance wns paying aisiduoua court to 
the near relative of the Tiesident of the Republic 

At evLry instint m\ attention was dnwn to some celebrity of the 
pastor thcpiL-ient I wis suipiiscd tofind theiliustnous Lamai- 
tme amongst the guests of the Elysee I remembered, only a 
few months pieiiously, «ht.n the stai of Louis Napoleon began to 
twinUe m the distmt hoiizon, that Lamaitine, staitled at the 
omen, stiode to the Tiibuue, and dmounced, with vehement 
eloquence, the leiy name of Bonapaite, aicusmg Napoleon the 
Oieat of sacrifieing Fiance to a selfish ambition let heie he 
was playing the satellite to the liimmaiy he had vainly essayed to 
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extinguish. His inconsistency occasioned me no Tcoiider, for amid 
the rapid transition of e-vents in a revolutionary epoch a politician 
must either yield to ciroum stances or he overwhelmed. There 
stood Lamartine near a door, his tall, erect person towering ahove 
the group of greedy listeners about him. There is an expi-easion 
in his countenance, a something in his bearing, « dignity of 
sentiment, an elevation of soul, that impress all who approach 
him. I regarded him with deep interest. Since I saw him in '47 
he had been the hero of a drama as thiilling and bloody as histoiy 
records. It was he who launched the Eeyoktion of '48, when 
he answered the supplications of the Duchess of Orleans with the 
signal words, " It is too late," and hid her depart. It was he, in 
the front of the Hotel de Vaie who quelled, by his magic eloquence, 
the fierce frenzy of the n 1 and saved France from the bloody 
ten-ore of the red fl by decl n„ it was " the tricolor that Bad 
made the tour of E op at the h ad of her victorious legions." 
It was he who da d s t e ol tionaij fanaticism in the fiery 
councils of the Pro n 1 G t nmcnt, and when demanded by a 
madman, who placed a pistol against his head, " What prevented 
him from blowing out his brains," saved his life, and turned the 
tide of history, by calmly answering, " Tour conscience." Still, 
after such efforts and such success, he was forced to resign the hehn 
of State, that demands not only courage and eloquence but skill to 
guide it. I scanned his face. Was he content after so much 
fame achieved in so many different fields to give up the pomp and 
glory of the world ? Poet, orator, historian, statesman, with 
IVance for his tribune, and the world for his audience. I ap- 
pruached him with deference, and ha welcomed me kindly. His 
manner was more serious than formerly, less impetuotis, like a man 
who felt his work was done. I spoke of Us grands ene'nemens [the 
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great events] tliat had transpired, I sought to solve a doubt thai 
compromised his wisdom, or his fealty to the people. 

*' The Pi'ovisional GoTernment," I remarked, " sivajed for 
three months the sovereignty of Erance, aud how was it, permit 
ci t a.k M d L m I th t th b f the past wore not 

d t y 1 ad th li It t fi d 

B iy jl 1 Ih m f 48 "I felt that to 

r al bl dtb tt U tit! Nitionat Assembly 

El 1 1 t Id ly t t y th t tl P visional Govera- 

n t Ad d tl E [ bl my ward reflection, 

11 I Ifllb k t tl d 

Itlm t lytmn that few knew 

1 t a Sh t d 1 1 p rs n, with a slight 

t p y m 1 m th as nothing, save 

tl k tl 1 f h d k th t onld attract for 

t t th tt t t th b Who could have 

tl ht th t 1 tl 1 m 1 who possessed 

tl t f t wl k tl hi 1 1 p p se of the Brutus 

f th 1 h pi V t! h II w t t p til 1 ofo 1 that 
th w ti iy h 1 I t ysle n s lours 

t tl P d t w 1 It It d t eq e t!y con 

It d ? I 1 t t! t tt as tl V to de P „ y 

^b tl P L N p 1 Id Lo Ion ''9 and 

40 ti tl f h t H d d not fi re m 

tl E 1 d t t B 1 1 w tl the P cc on 1 a 

t to L 1 4f \ bd tl Pr ome to 

P 48 tl ^I d P y was f d t bis side, secretly 

b t ly 1 d w th h IS f tl Presidency. He 

hltdg ttc md t tl zeal of embryo 

B p t t Uh 11 1 bl t igto beheld m 
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behalf of the Prince Louis till the proper moment aiiivecl. That 
his intelligence and address raust he rare indeed la evident from 
his sharing the confidence of a Prince playing so iniricate a game 
as the President of the Eepublio. 

I exchanged a word, ea passant, with Horace Vernet, who was 
dressed in military uniform, whilst his breast had the appear- 
ance of a target at which the orders and stars of all the Couria 
, of Europe had heen fired. This illD9tnoii& pamter of battle 
.pieces is really a Colonel in the National Quard, but so strong 
is his sympathy with the Military subjects he so marvellously 
illaatrates, that he believes himself destined some day to head 
a campaign, if not to become a Marshal of France. I once had 
the good lack to sec this great artist at work. He was painting 
the battle of Isly, and no one was present save the celebrated 
Isabey and myself. Tho picture was of immense dimensions, and 
Vemet stood on a ladder painting, which he descended rapidly 
every few minutes, and running off some twenty yards, eyed tho 
effect, talking volubly all the time. His finest touches were given 
with astonishing celerity, and Isabey was constantly thrown into 
ecstacies of admiration. To see Vemet paint, whilst Isabey 
criticised.was atreat not to be met with every day. 
• At last I enconntoreJ the person I was in search of, Mr. Rush, 
our Minister in Erauoe, whom I had not met since my arrival. 
Long before I came to England I had read with delight the in- 
teresting book of Mr. Rush on his long sojourn at the Court of St. 
James's, and since 183B I had enjoyed his acquaintance. Mr. 
Eush was sent to Prance just pvtvious to the Revolution of '48, 
and- it was fortunate at so critical a moment we had an Envoy of so 
much judgment and. experience. He, was the first to recognize 
the new Eepublic, but not till he saw,-it firmly on its legs, and Eng- 
land followed his example. 
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I anticipated ^leit adtaiitige jn (liai,us3 n^ tlie conjition o£ 
Europe at suet a juEctuie witli a dijilomitist ol so mucli sij^acity 
and moderation Mi Eush ots of o u eiily school of st teamen 
now fast disappeanBo' To leaimng and kgh breedmg viis united 
a respect for routine and a decided conservative tendency that 
imparted dignity and stability to onr new institutions, but whicli 
lias been forced to yield to tlie inordinate progression of ideas and 
rapid maicli of events so chuacteiisticof the age I canYas^ed tlie 
opinions of Mi Eish on the "situation" witli much mtcicst 
The leaotion, lie thout^ht, hid set m, and tlie statu quo would 
tmilly be icstoied I ventuied, howeiei, to express my belief 
tliit wtethei thi. Eppublic suivived oi no, the electonl body of 
France would never be reduced to what it n as under Louis Philippe. 

" Bnt, have you seen the President P " inquired Mr. Euah. 

" I was just, looking for you to be presented to Mm," was my 

" Indeed ! " exclaimed the Minister. " Do you ihiut such cere- 
mony necessaiy with tho Pnnce, whom yon know so well ? " 

" I knew the Pi-ince Louis Napoleon, it is true, but I have neTer 
been presented to tho President of the Eepublic," 

•' Come alongj then," exclaimed Mi-. Eush, whose scruples of 
etiquette were gi-atified by my reserve, " he'll welcome you kindly, 
for he has frequently inquired after you." 

LauncMng ourselves into one of the currents of the overflowing 
crowd, we set off m que t of o ii illustrious host remarking the 
while on the vanegited aspect of h s guests wheiu the si owy 
costumes of ofacial and mlitaiy fimct oi anes contiastet oddly 
with a broad back ^ ornd of black d th— a rire "; f,ht m the 
palaces of Emopcon Princes W had mide the tour of se^oial 
apartments before we spied tho President through a dense mass of 
heads that enclosed him round like a body guard. Befoi'e we 
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could reacTi liim I had a good oppovtunity for olisci-vation. He 
was dressed in a Genei'aVs uaifovm, which became liim exceedingly. 
Though not tall, Prince Louis is erect and well formed. His new 
dignity had in no wise changed his manner, which was graceful, 
affable, but dignified. He was inoving slowly along, smiling and 
bowing to the eager crowd, and occasionally addressing a remark 
to some one he recognized. By dint of effort Mr. Eush managed 
to reach him, whilst I stood a pace in the rear till I was announced. 
I remarked that the mention of mv name brought aa expression of 
surprise to the face of the President, who was till that moment 
unaware of my being in Pans I advanced, and he shook me 
cordially by the hand His minner was as pleasant as in the olden 
time, though his conversation in the presence of so many gazera 
was necessarily more formal. The Pi-esident finished by saying he 
toped to see me soon again, when I fell back to join Mr. Rush, who 
was standing near. I remarked that the British Ambassador, Lord 
Mormanby, was at the side of tlie President, and listened attentively 
to what passed during my short audience. He continued accom- 
panying the President about the rooms durii tl e- 
what in the manner of a chaniberlain. I s u d th t 1 
some political meaning, and was likely meai t t 1 t f t 
any sympathy for the Eepublie or its Preside t 1 1 t th d u- 
of the English Grovernment to remain on the b 1 1 th b th 
It certai'nly afforded food for curious reflectio th t tl If me 
oligarchy that had wasted so much blood and t a. n aasa Im 
the first I'rench Eepublie, and in aidiug to th w th fi t 
Napoleon, should now avow their mistaken 1 1 y b si ly 
seeking to conciliate the second Kepuhlic and tl d N p 1 n. 
Thisis. only one of the many proofs that hisioiy ff 1 ftl tt 
impoteney of all the force or art of Governments to tui-u the tide 
of human destiny. 
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Iji March, 38'JS, the puljliceyewasbeiitwith suspicious scTutiny 
on tlie ConatituenC Asaembly in permanent session at Paris. This 
l)odj was tte product of the universal suf&age of France, imme- 
diately after the Eevolution of ISIS, and it was, therefore, tho 
i-eflex of the popular sentiment at tlmt njoment. The majority was 
Republican, the minority Monai'chical, and the former is, therefore, 
acoountahic for what occurred during their tenure of power, jFroin 
the heginniug the Eepublican politicians committed a fatal error, 
lUr instead of occupying themselves with the interests of their 
constituents, the masses, they dueotad their atteiitAon solely to 
the best means of pi-olongmg their political preponderance. Nono 
of them were sagacious enough to see that the only mode of pre- 
serving tlicir popularity was to effect tiiose reforms that up to this 
time tho people liad failed to obtain from the Monarchy, Soon 
after they met in May it was so apparent that they meant to touch 
as little as possible the organisation of France as the Monarchy had 
left it, that a portion of the Parisian populace, at the instigation (tf 
Louis Biane, made a demonstration against them, and only a month 
later nearly the whole populace of Paris rose in arms to overtlirow 
thenj. A Ecpuhlican eliief, 'General Cavaignac, undertook success- 
fully to defend tho Assembly, and was rewarded by being made the 
temporary head of the State, with the title of " Chief of the Ex- 
ecutive power." The Assembly then commenced the business for 
which it was especially elected, the structure of a new Constitutiowj 
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tliat was duly carried by the majority, but tliey avoided submitting 
it to tbe approval of tlie I'rencli people. I will reserve my remaits 
on tbis instrument for another place. "Wbat the people of Pranca 
finally tbonglit of tbe Constitution and the Assembly that voted it, 
may be gathered from tha overwhelming rejection of the represen- 
tative of both, Gicneral Cavaignac, when he came forward aa the 
opponent of JLouis Napoleon Bonaparte for the Presidency of the 
Eepnblic. On that occ-asion the upper, middle, and lower classes,, 
united to mark their condemnation of the Eepublican politicians, 
who had proved themselvea either incapable or false. 

Tlie Assembly remained in session after the election of the Presi- 
dent, but for want of equal Parliamentai'y ability the Sepublicans fell 
in a measm'e under the sway of the Moaaicl^ists. Tliia body was to 
dissolve, by the terms of the Constitution, on the election of a new 
Legislature in May, 1S49, and at the time I am speaking of, the 
month of March, the Eepublican majority was sinking lower still in 
public estimation by unseemly brawls with the Monarchists on the 
subject of their party interests, entirely forgetting the popular causs 
they were sent to promote. The President of the Assembly was M. 
Marrast, ex-editor of the National, already spoken of, and the number 
of brilliant entertainmentshegave had procured him the sobriquet of 
the "petit Marquis," Prom the profound dissatisfaction of the 
public.high and low, it was considered certain that at the forthcoming 
election the Monarcliists would obtain the majority, and Messrs. 
Thiers, M61e, and Benyer, were in high spirits at the prospect. At 
this delicate junctui'e, the President was, perhaps, the only maH in 
Prance that understood his own position and the state of the publio 
mind. The politicians of both parties and of all shades were entirely 
engrossed with then' party or personal interests. The President saw 
their error,, and wisely resolved to avoid ideatifjmg himself with 



I ..Google 



34 A DIKNBE AT UHB ELTSEB, 

any of tlieni, Lnt to remain in a perfectly neutral position. The 
llopulilicans could not accuse him of being against them, whilst the 
Monai'chists believed lie waa secretly with them, which led M. 
Thiera to liope, with his aid, to get back the Oileanists, whilst M. 
Beriyer calculated equally on him to restore Henry T. The 
French people, meanwhile, had their gaze fixed on President Bona- 
parte, and were content to wait, as they knew by the Constitution 
of M. Mari'ast, he liad no power to serve them if he wished. 

This was the complicated state of things when I received, one 
day, soon ailer the ball I have spotea of, an invitation from 
the President to dme with him at the palace of the Elysee, 
already mentioned. I was sui'prised and flattered at this prompt 
marlt of his friendly remenjbranoe, but I did not allow my 
self-love to overrate it. I attributed it at once to that good 
taste and kind feeling bo characteristic of the Piince Louis 
Napoleon, and not to any deairc to renew his foi'iuer relations with 
me, which in his present exalted position it would have been pra- 
sumptuona to expect. I felt very curious indeed to know some- 
thing of his state of mind on the amazing revolution in his fortunes 
since I saw him last in May, 1847, an exile in London. I re- 
membered still his patting phrase, "j'aUenda'ksevertemeni"(l am 
waiting events), which indicated that if his hopes wci-e inflexible, 
he felt it useless to wrestle longer with ]?ate. I -was still more 
eager to ascertain his political views, and to divine Lis futnr^ policy, 
but I did not for a moment deceive myself, nor underrate the Piince. 
I felt sure his tact was quite adec[iiate to the occasion, and that, 
whilst avoiding his old familiarity, which might embolden mo 
too much, he conld still show he was not unmindful of the fact 
that I was the only one, not interested in the result, who cherished 
a profound belief in his final success, when ail else pronounced it a 
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shallow delusion. In tte di' a y 1 tude ofHmaft fieyas 
ofimpriaonment, and forgotten lyth Id the t of e so 

humble a person as myself was cli n to h m a I ft w rda 
Icatnt, not only as an act of p 1 1 ot b t as a j o f 

his fortunes could not be utt ly d j at s a fo e ^ne a d 
without a motive, still persist d un hat n hi f th 

I drove at a few miniites b ethlu nmdon the day n 
question to the Elysde, and on ent u the al n I found s e al 
members of the President's household assembled. I recogiiiaed 
amongst them his fidthful firiend and physician. Dr. Gonneau, who 
through every vieissitude had remained true to his trust. No ona 
could have divined in the mild countenance and c[uiet but genial de- 
meanour of Dr. Conneau, that his sagacity, finuuess, and courage, 
had, in many trying emergencies, rendered services far more precious 
thauany his professioaalskUl had ever been called on to afford, audit 
is not to be wondered at that he held so high a place in the affec- 
tionate esteem of his august patron, I fell into pleasant chat with, 
my former acquaintance, expecting every moment to see the Presi- 
dent enter the room, as I supposed the dinner was only to fae, in 
common parlance, a family party. I was of a sudden surprised to 
hear the nshera announce " Monsieur Thiers," who passed through 
into an adjoining saloon of grander dimensions. Immediately after 
M. Mole was announced; theuM. Uerryer; M. Montalembert; Ge- 
neral Changarnier, and others of little less celebrity. It turned out 
that it was a grand diuner of state that the Pi^sidcnt was giving, 
andlfoundmyselfnotalittle dated at coming so unexpectedly into 
contact not only with the most iEustrious names of the day, but 
the very men who aspired to shape the future destinies of IVance. 

I strolled along into the principal saloon, where I found the 
company was gathering to await the coming of the President, and I 
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ensconced myself in a quiet comer, talking the wliile with an Aide- 
de-Camp in waiting. On tlie opposite side of the room small groups, 
of two or three were collected ibout tlie politicil orioles I hare 
mentioned, who were eon^eraiog in nndei tones but w th coi s Ici 
ihle animation As my ghi lo {dl m tura on the distinguislieil 
peisons befoie me it wi? nt 1 my m nd should levert lapidlj to 
the sing ilarfeitmes of their d IT ent ciieers 

Tl ere was M Tl l s with the stir of the Legion of Honoi r 
on 1 s bieast Of 1 nn ble extnetion ho cime to Pans t the 
ge of "4 -ml begin lile m -i ginet Eraplojed oi i ncis 
1 pei his Iteraiy tilent nised him at onao Fnding piblic 
opinion runmng agiinst the pnest i dden government of Chules 
X he wrote a demociatie history of the firet revolution) inj 
'■0 hastened the second when he h came a Mimster of Louis 
Phdippe TinaUj d ended by thu E. ng and foieseeing his. 
downfall he begai Eompartisi g F ance by a dazalmg history of 
the Co iBulate and rmpiie, and Louih Napoleon came sooner thai 
he expected or wisheJ Wntei orator statesman bullnnt 
profound, and I iL&ciupulous M TJueia la ti lutigonst any i ilei 
Plight fell Is the President a milch ioi th s pol ticil TitiiP 
The result wdl show 

Co nt Mok is listening to h m Tl e Com t though of an- 
eient lineage owed his title ind esurythng to the iirst iNapo- 
kon, whoso fo tnies he ne^ei bmdoned He was more tl m 
once Prime Mmister to Loi s Phihj pe Hi^h re5pei,t 1 ihty m re 
than great talent is the acciet of 1 s distinction 

M Ber ver u neir hin tl e fust adyocate of Fnnre an 1 the 
pohtital cliampion of a hopeless cause. Splendid talents, lofty 
characf er, chivalric nature. He defended the Prince Louis Napolcovi 
in '40 before the Chamber of Peers, 



I ..Google 



A:-.I1IN»EK AO? THB ELYSES.. S7 

.The Count Montalemlicrt stands apart, proud and cynical m 
manner and disposition. An oratorj devoted to Cliui'ch influence, 
he would revive the middle ages if lie could. 

General Chaagnrnierj cold and linuglity, promenades about as 
though impatient for tlie eatre'e of the President. This soldier of 
I'ortune lose lopidly in the African campaigns, imdcr Louia 
Phihppe, and if as successful in politics as in strategy, he will play 
a prominent pait htieafter 

My miiid. was plcisantly engaged with these retrospects for 
some hitle timt, when the company haying all arrived, the .Presi-. 
dent was duly announced, and a moment . after entered the 
saloon His guests bowed .low and remained ■ silent. , To ray, 
astonishment, and still moie to that of his distingnishgd convives^ 
Lb advanced diiectly towards me, and shaking my hand^ .with, 
a fiiendly woid or two passed over to receive .the salutations 
of his compmy. I was *it no loss to understand, this delicate at- 
tention of the PriEoe, whose eye happened to fall on me, standing, 
almoaf alone, on the side oppo^te. to the reraariable persons I have 
mentioned lie knew me to bo the humblest of his guests, and. 
intended, by an act of condLScension, to put me at my ease, and to , 
show his consideration fgr an old pai-tiean.,' I went. on talking 
with the Aide-de-Camp near me. Presently tjie. President, ap-' 
pipached me again^ 

"Toudon't know Count Mol,^, .'J think,"! he said. ■ "Comewith- 
me, I wiah to present yau, to I^." 

r^owmg, Ifoliowedhini.aoi^oss.th^roora, amid' the evident gur-^ 
pqse, of'the cpfflpany, who, looked on..me,; as. .^oine.illustriousi 
imknown,Iittie, dreaming that I was a Yankee and.a demec^t. 

" Count Mol^" said the Prince, " I wish to make you acquainted, 
with an old fneud of m9io whq ha$ twice, crossed the A^antic to 
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Of course I was received by the Count with the greatest cor- 
diality, but if tho Prince had stated I had twice come from the moon, 
his puzzled guests could hardly have been more perplexed to know 
really who and what I was. 

One of the latent traits of the President, that I had occasionally 
seen, was a sly love of humour — and I half suspected that he wag 
playing on the curiosity of the jealous politicians ai'ound by treating 
me with so muck partiality. 

" Ze diner est semi, " said tho master of ceremonies in a loud 
■voice, aud tie President led the way alone to the banquet-room, 
his guests following in groups. Each person's place was desig- 
nated as usual. The Count MSle was put on the right of the 
President, who sat in the centre of the table, according to French 
custom. I found myself on the right of Count Moi.6. M. Thiera 
was on tho left of the President, with M. Berryer for his neighbour. 
General Changarnicr was vis-a-vis to tho President. Nothing could 
dth flblt dlfp fthP N 
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as they were, and at things as they ought to be. 

About the middle of tho banquet M. Tbiei-s raised his voiee, 
and gave strong utterance to hia indigaation against the intolerable 
licentiousness of the Press, which respected neither place nor person. 
He called attention to one of the morning papers that had outraged 
decency in its coarse vi'.npcration of the President. The note was 
caught up till every one at table had Joined in the chorus of anathema 
against peccant journalism. When the tide of sympathetic hon-orhad 
fairly exhausted itself, every eye was turned upon the President, 
whose feelings, it was hoped, might be touched, and above all, whose 
opinion on tliis vital point it was thus artfully sought to extract. 
The silence was profound. The Pi'esident aoomcd to rcllect, when 
draining his glass of the few drops it eontauicd, he remarked— 

" Eveiy one, of course, has his own point of view. I can eom- 
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prclicnfl joiiv diasatisfnotioa at the licence of the Press, and yoTur 
anger at tlieir violent attaeks upon myself j but, Messieurs, aliaU I 
own the truth ? " Every head converged towards the President. 

'■ I read these diatribes," lie continued, " each morning at break- 
fast, and I assure you they Eifford. me so much amusement, that I am 
kept in good humour for the rest of the day." It was with an 
effort that I .aupprcsaed my. mirth at the blank disappointment 
I detected in every face around me. The dinner ended without 
further incident, and the President leading the way, as before, the 
company returned to the drawing-rooms. 

I joined M. Bevryer, whom I had not met since my arrival, and 
after chatting awhile, playfully remarked on my satisfaction at 
seeing- him in the palace of a Eepablican President. . Ho smiled 
siguiiicantly, whilst he added that — 
'■ " In times like these a luckless politician was hardly responsible 
ictr what he said or did." 

During our dmner Mr. Erett, so well known foe his telegraphic 
enterprise, had obtained the permission of the Prince to run a wire 
through the various saloons of the palace, in order to exhibit to him 
some striking in^rovements. Jointly invented by himself and an 
American assodatei As the preparations were going on, I happened 
to be alandiug near the President, when M. do Moutalembcrt camo 
vtp, and Tuith that cynicism so ohaTactcristio o£ the man, remarked, 
in a sneering tone— 

"Qa'csi {aflBaMiifowice?«?"~-(what is all that worth?) pointing 
to the telegraph". -I shall never forget the genuine look of astonish- 
ment of the Presidents 

"What is all that worth!" he repeated mechanically, "maia 
c^est la cmlization" (why, it is oiviliaation), he added. - 

*' OA, le ieoK indl i"' (Oh, the fine phrase) returneii M. de 
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Montalembert iu real ctisdaiu. The President said ao more, but 
turning, talked iviti Mr. Brett. 

■ "When all was ready, the President was solicited to raate the 
first esperiment, and he wrote a single line to the effect "that 
M. Berryer dined at the Elysfe on day of March, 1849," which 
was duly printed on slips, and passed round amongst the guests. 
The simple use of M. Berryer'a name, who was accidentally 
standing by when the President was called on for a phrase, threw 
all the politicians present, I could observe, into deep rumination. 
"Wliat could it mean I was a mystery that likely cost them whole 
days of perplesity. The ivires were soon taken down, and the 
company began rapidly to disperse. 

On going, I advanced to thank the President for the honor of his 
invitation, and to express tlio interest that meeting so many re- 
markable men bad afforded me. In return, the Prince was kind 
enough to avow his satisfaction at some publications of mine, during 
the summer of *48, wherein I declared my conviction of his being 
called to the head of France so positively that the'Hrench Minister 
at Washington, M. Poussiu, pronounced me wifon. 

" As often happens," remarked the Pnnce, playfully. " I dare 
say yon are not a little surprised to find all your predictions at last 
EO completely verified." 

" However that may be," I replied, " I assure youi- Highness 
that it is fortunate for me as well as for France that you were 
elected." 

" How so ?" enquired the President. 

" Simply because I foretold jour success with such unqualified 
confidence, that I should have been a bat prophet if the event had 
turned out otherwise." 

Bidding the Prince good night, I wended my way home, fully oc- 
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cupied with my reflections. I have detailed tlie incidents of my 
first diimer at tlie Eljsee with, some minuteness, witli a view to 
convey a moi-e vivid impression of the actual state of things at this 
interesting epoch. 
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strangely iti an Amei'ic.tn ear, anil showed at onco tliat France 
was in an exceptional state, not going through the operation of 
some organic function, hut rather involved in a struggle for political 
exiafence. The speakers at these meetings were always fluent and 
often eloquent. In oratory and conversation the E'rCBoh sur- 
pass all nations in readiness and facility, which, in part, may 
be ascribed to their language, more highly perfected than 
any in Enrope, hnt siill more so, to their amhition to sHne in 
the art of conveying their ideas with edat. The lower classes 
especially express themselves with an ease and propriety no- 
where else seen. The conduct of the audience at these popular 
assemblies was singularly calm and decorous, in marked contrast to 
that boisterous animation which pervades such places in the United 
States and England ; there was a gravity and dignity quite at 
varianco with the general notions of the French character. How 
much of these results may be ascribed to the presence of the police 
I don't know ; but at every public githenng at tl is epoch the 
Government thought it necessary to see that oidtr was p eserved. 
It may be thought that this was a gioss mteifeience with tl at 
freedom of discussion, which is the essence of a popular &ovua- 
ment ; but opinions were so divided, and passions so inflamed at 
this junctm'e in France, that the first duty of the Govern nent was, 
at any cost, to prevent brawls that might swell into ms, iriection and 
civil war. Tha President raised no obaticle to the e\.pres5ion of 
opular feeling; hut ho made it distinctly known, through his 
Prefet of Police, whose placards covered Franco, that ho would 
uphold, inviolate, the public peace at every sacrifice. His resolute 
language had due effect on the demagogues of all parties, and the 
cqmmunity at large breathed freer as the cliances of new revolutions 
'diminisLed. 
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fl a curious spectacle at one of the political reunions I 
attended at this time. It was generally announced that the Prince 
Napoleon was to preside and would address the meeting. This was 
only another of the daily incongruities that presented themselves 
on every side, and afforded lively interest to an impnitial looker-on. 
In England it is common enough for the nohility and even princes of 
the blood to make public speeches, thougii it may seem strange in tha 
eyes of a q)utinental monarch to see a uohleman, or royal scion, hand 
over his opinions for approval or condemnation to the classes socially 
and politically helow them; but it was afiii- different sight to heliold 
tlie nephciv of an Emperor, tha soH of a King, and the cousin of the 
head of the State, lay aside title and pretension, and come down into 
the arena of public discussion, meeting on terras of perfect equality 
the intellectual atliletse of whatever class or position that chose to 
pit themselves against him. In England a Prince enjoys prestige 
and her aristocracy possess privilege and power such as to imbue the 
lower classes with a servile respect, so that the twaddle of a Lord is 
often better greeted tlum the sense of an untitled man; but France at 
this moment was en pleine repMiqae ; social and poUtical equality 
was rigidly enforced, and no. superiority but that of real capacity 
was recognised. Under such circumst^anoes M. Napoleon Bonaparte 
did lot shrink fiom tikmg the chni at a githi,rm^ of Eepubkcans 
jnd Soenl sts of tlie bwer otdeia who would show him no quaiter 
it found inidc quite to the occiMon It wa" m the outskuto of 
Paiis m the rai 1st of the opeiitive population thit the meeting 
wja to come oil inl the place selected, though of ^ast dimensions, 
WIS Clammed to sufljcition long hefoie the houi appjinted.. 
1\ ithmg (,onld be moie ord ily and well behaved, though it wag 
Ludent the ludieucc consisted solely of the lahoumig class Tha 
cuiu'iitj to s c the Pi nee was intense, and when he entued the 
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whole mass rose up in silence to contemplate Mm. He took Ms 
place on a, platform, with a fable before him, with an easy self- 
poascssion that had its effect, for the French are more sensitive to. 
manner tlian other people. The first sensation was that of wonder 
at the striking resemblance of young Napoleon to his immortal 
uncle, "(Jest dormant, mats il lui resaemble comine deux pais," 
was the general exclamation. [" It is astonishing, tut he is as liie 

;» t p ] 

As u I n w estored the Prince rose and began his 

adl H n aceful, his elocution fluent, his matter 

11 as t 1 dp d with a perspicuity and force that the 
Id t I m 1 1 h od. As he went flowing on withont 

h tat ft t tt g the soundest opinions in the concisest 

1 oTi g th p d dmu ition of his auditors broke out in 

elmt thth 1 they had anticipated a diiferent result, 
M I d I p t h ic tp inSme — J Jera son. diemirt eeluila. 
[ Why hi t 1 nt g t talent, even — he will make hia way, that 
on th ] Tl m t the Prince saw thit he had obtained com- 
plete ascendancy over his hearers, he carried out the purpose that 
probably induced him to appear in such a place. He declared him- 
self a friend to equal rights, and tlierefore a Republican, but he 
derided as impracticable and deceptive the shallow theories circu- 
lating under the name of Socialism. He attacked the dogmas of 
Louis Blanc with so much decision, and explained their hollowness 
with so mnoh precision and point, as to caiTy conviction home to 
the rude but vigilant minds that caught up every word. He spoke 
an hour at least, and sat down amid universal enthusiasm. A 
Socialist got up to reply,and the audience refused to hear liim.bnt the 
Prince obtained him a hearing ; his oratoiy, however, was so inferior 
to that just listened to that he was compelled at last to sit down amid 
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general marts of impatience, I am satisliccl that tie temperate but 
resolute assault of M. Napoleon Bonaparte on the apimous doctrines 
of Soci li&m, on this occasion, had a deep and rectifying effect. It 
IS only necessary to make the people in I'rance or elsewlierc un- 
dcistand, IS the Prince so clearly did, that "common property" only 
means common robbery, to stamp Socialism as tlie eodo of the idle 
and despeiite, the refuse of sbeiety. 

The elections passed over in all parts of ^France without the least 
infraction of order, and the results threw the Eepublican party into 
dismay. Lamartino, the apostle of the Eevolution of '43, who was 
then elected by acclamation ia every quarter of the country, was 
now silently discarded by every constituency, and consigned to 
private hfe— a prey, no doubt, to the bitterest reflections. Many 
people pointed at this as only another instance of theflcMeness of the 
masses, but I marvelled at it as a new proof of their vigilance and 
discernment. Both Lamartine and the Kevolution had wofuUy dis- 
appointed the just expectations of the French people, and they seized 
the first occasion to make their indignation known. Tlie Monarchists 
obtained the majority in the new " Legislative Assembly," and 
were intoxicated at tbeir unexpected triumph. Instead of in- 
terpreting the rebuke administered to the Hepublicans as an. 
evidence of popular acumen, they set it down either to their frivolity, 
or their love of Monarchy. M. Thiers, bke poor Laraartiue, has 
lived to learn his error, and to expiate it. 

No sooner did the New Assembly meet, than, believing that the 
countiy had really come baek to its first love, the Monarchists, under 
the direction of Tiiiei's, M5l^ and Co., began zealously to imitate 
the mistakes of their Republican predecessors; and instead of legis - 
lating instantly for the good of the country, they began at once to 
take the whole political power of the State, Executive as well aa 
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Legislative into their own hands, meaning, at a convenient moment, 
to restore the fallen Monarcliy, Tlie Eepublican party (hey consi- 
dered as prostrate, and as for tlie President, Louis Napoleon, why, in 
tlieir view, he was a mere nullity. If he lent himself, as expected, 
to the intrigues of the Monarchists, a good pension would bo secured 
him when the legitimate King was restored ; if he ventured to oppose 
them he would find his way to a dungeon in Vincennes. M. Thiers 
and his politieal staff never troubled themselves about Louis Napo- 
leon, whose silent impassability, in theiv eyes, passed for dullness and 
weakness. His opposition to the experieuoe, eloquence, and savoir 
faire of the leaders o£ the Monarehists, was laughed to scorn. 
The Monarchists, too, had the majority in the Assembly, and were 
justified in saying the country was with them. Would the Presi- 
dent dare, then, to withhold his signature to any laws they chose 
to makeP 

Whilst the Monarchists were absorded in their intrigues Louis 
Napoleon was, doubtless, studying the new phase of things. He 
tnew exactly what rrnnce wanted, and he was, apparently, the only 
politician that did. The Eepublieans had played the fool, and were 
dismissed. Would the Monarchists imitate them, and share the 
same fate ? Keenly and eagerly must he have watcjied their course, 
for his career depended on it. His T6le was becoming delicate and 
difficult. The first year of his Presidency he had only to stand 
aside, a calm spectator of the contest hetiveen the Republican and 
Monarchical, parties. The latter was victorious, and he alone fare- 
saw the deadly combat likely to ensue between them and himself. 
The thing was clear enough. If the Monai'chists were true to the 
country, his time was short ; but if, as always, despising the in- 
terests of the masses, they employed power only to ag^randizo 
themselves, then it remained for him, after what fashion he pleased. 
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to give tlie country a chance to choose between tliem. For the 
present he tad nothing to do but stand on the defeusive, and let 
M. Tliiers and the other leaders of the Monai'chista play out 
their game. 

It may be supposed that when the Hepubiican party found them- 
selves repudiated by the people, and in a minority in the Assembly, 
where only a year ago their sway was supreme, their raortittcation 
knew no bounds. The leaders in the Assembly would have consented, 
with the usual pliancy of politicians, to submit to oircnm stances 
with the best grace possible ; not so, however, that influential class 
of demagogiies out of doors who were in close connection with the 
riotous and disorderly always abounding in a great metropolis, and 
whose influence arose fvom~ their skill in organizing street con- 
spiracies. I have encountered not a few of these gentry in France, 
and in talent and courage they surpass those of all other eountviea, 
whilst in disinterestedness they are no worse than their betters. 
The street-leaders of the French Eepublicans and Socialists natu- 
rally expected, when they succeeded, to get their share of place 
li T th VI t I 1 th I '1 "'s an ancient motto. 
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concluiled to leave well alone, and instead of demolisliing Bureau- 
cracy, ttey appropuated its salaries, leaving their dupes in the 
street to console themselves with the hi^ch-^ouiidinff decree that 
" thej had deserved wull of the -country," and of mankind in 
general. 

The election of May, '49, mugt have heen a thuudeibnlt for the 
Hepuhlican chiefs, high and low, and whetlier they suspected the 
people to be sharper than they thought, or believed, like the Royalists, 
that they didn't know their own minds, it was still clear that some- 
thing must be done to preserve tte pleasant retreats they had 
secured. It was settled by the demagogues of the Faubourg tliat 
a demonstration in the afreets wonld be the best thing, as it would 
frighten the Royalists and awe the Government into making a 
compromise, and allowing them to keep what tliey had got in the 
scramble of Tebruaiy. '48. This was not at all acceptable to the 
more experienced leaders of the party in the Assembly, for they 
perceived that the populace of Paris, like the masses of the 
country, were cured of their illusions, and that any attempt at 
revolution, even in shim, would recod upon the heads of its antlioi' 
The foremost min oi the ultia Eepubhcin piity in the Agstmbly 
was Ledrn r.ollin, A Uwjer by pioiession, he disiingui-hed him- 
self by his oiatray and populai professions m the Chrtmbei of 
Deputies, under Louis Phihppe He wis le-s conspicuous than 
Lamartine and others m the Revolution of '48, for he was, then, 
leas known ; but as these had all vanished fiom the scene, Lediu 
RoUin was the lecognised head of the Red Republicans in May, '49 

Without questioning his zeal for hia principles, there is no de- 
nying that Ledrn Rollin had al! along displayed a degree of prudence 
that did credit to his shrewdness. He was always ready to speak 
for his cause, and no one could do it better; but he had all a, 
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politician's aversion to dying foi it. From all tlie street battles that 
had occurred during the previous year, wliatever he may have had 
to do with the intvigues that Ifid to them, he had kept hiiaself clear : 
and to avoid figuring as an actor in the mnssaci-e of June, '48, he 
betook himself to the best position possible for contemplating it as 
a spectator. The very spot haa been pointed out to me by the 
Count de Niewkerke, on the leads of the Loavre, where he lay in 
concealment tiU the dreadful tragedy was over in the streets below. 
I am far from seeking to insinuate aught against the courage of 
Ledru RoUin — there is no Frenchman without it— butlaim simply 
to show what shifts he was put to only to escape being mixed up 
with events that would have sent him to prison or to exile. Conse- 
quently, when the proposition reached htm in June, '49, to raise 
the barricades once more, he replied by a flat refusal to take any part 
in it. Nothing could be more sensible; but a man who plays at 
revolution must be prepared for the freaks of revolutionists. It 
was one ot the most daring of these who stepped forward at this 
crisis and told Ledru Rollin that his turn had eome, and tliat he 
must choose either to put himself at the head of the intended 
movement, or have liis brains blown out. 

" This,", said the speaker, " has been decided au comity, and 
I am delegated to receive your answer." He drew a pistol from 
liis pocket as he spoke, and his resolution was known to be equal 
to the act. Ledru Eollin, like a man of sense, chose the least of 
two evils, and preferred the chances of exile to the certainty of 
dying by the hand of a fellow Eepublican. Neither roofs nor cellars 
afforded refuge this time, for ho was suiTOLinded hymen not to 
be trifled with. 

Preparations were then rapidly made for a flnal attempt to over- 
throw the Government, and to plunge France again into the 
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foammg voitex of revolution The motiyea of thpae mi^^ided 
men mu>,t be appirpnt enougli The most of tlitm only sought 
their own gam at the sacniice of the countij Some ot them 
were tunous at the Eevoktion of '4S laUrng into the hands ot 
Lamartiiie, whom they con5ideied an aiistocrit m di=giiiae, but 
wh<it they meant to do, jf they got the power, besides cutting 
people's heads off, and appiopiiatia^ their property, was a perfect 
mystery to themsehes If the leaders of the proposed levolt had 
either been hoaest oi intelligent, they would not have revolted to 
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Kepublicana only m name, and as they felt it useless to sophisticate, 
they proposed forcing themselves on the nation whether they would 
or no. Such insane conduct as this served only to elate the Mo- 
narchical party, who saw it would strengthen them and biiiig more 
disgrace on the Eepublioan name. The President of the EepnbUc 
kept his eye upon all that passed, and without troubling his mind 
about the notions or sentiments of individuals or parties, quietly 
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made up his mind to perform feailessly the duty allotted to bim 
and to preserve order against whoever assailed it. 
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piei^ t I I) d 1 t d p 1 f t t th It 
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■Q y—l J) t (G d th t 1 If ) w th fh 
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to listen seriously to the shallow vaviugs of idiots like Prudbomme, 
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As June wore on the din of discoid rose liiglier. Menaces loud 
and deep resounded in the Eepublican camp, and one day in the 
Assemlily, I.edru BolHn, after an intemperate speech, launclied the 
threat of nn appeal to arms. Signs of apprehension, began to per- 
vade Paris, and all classes dreaded eorae feaiful caliistrophe. I was 
assured by one of the Eed Eepublicans that the houses of the rich 
were all marked for plunder ; and I was earnestly advised to pro- 
vide myself with a red cap and a dirty hlouse as a protection against 
the fury of the mob. It was impoasihle to know how far disaffec- 
tion spread, or what werethe resources of the emea/.m% but deep 
uneasiness prevailed from the conviction that their intentions were 
hioody, and that their struggle would be desperate, as it would be 
the last. 

At this moment of feverish suspense a new terror suddenly ap- 
peared in the shape of a ravaging pestilence. The cholei-a, after 
a fitful prelude of some days, broke out with appalling violence, 
and nothing was heard on every side hut sounds of fear and woe. 
One woidd have thought that even the fury of murderous revolt 
would have yielded before such a piteous spectacle of universal 
distress, and have dropped from its parricidal hand the red brand 
of discord ; but, on the contrary, it seized on this moment as the 
most opportune to effect its sinister purposes. 

It was on the 13th of June, whea the mortality was so great that 
the dead were caiTied off uncoffined in waggon-ioads and thrown into 
pits, that the rumour spread through the streets of Paris that the 
barricades were erecting in tiie Faubourg St. Antoiae. The tidings 
then came that Ledru Sollin, witli sundry colleagues, had installed 
themselves in one of the public buildings (the School of Arts and 
Trades), and had constituted themselves into a Provisional Govern- 
ment. Every shop was closed throughout the metropolis, and every 



I ..Google 



bl 1 1 



THE LAST llEVOLT. 55 

door and avenue tolted and ban-ed in dread anticipatiou of the 
conflict. Tlie streets were stripped of population, and tteir deserted 
dl Tttmdlhd m d tlpp 

Tl b t 1 t tb t tb ir t 

mid d th B 1 1 T t 

U A bly P il w 1 d t t h th PI 1 b t g 
th t f 1 t t tb t p t d 

p f f h Jl ! t t dd t th g 1 a Tl y 

. . , ._ ^ t 1 J w Id 11 hi 

h 1 p d ti It t t h pp b d D 

the Eevoktionista in great n mb h u g f Liberty! 

'• IJqmliCy I " and " Frakmity ! an 1 ally b 1 tl e day was 

their own, from the absence of a f t n Tbey were 

J t tl b d t tl e Eue de !a Pais when tbey 

p t dly as 1 d by p erful foree of cavaby, with 
G 1 Ch t th b d that dashed with flery im- 

p t ty 1 1 tl m d t tt ^ them in two, and throwing 
tl t h 1 f t leave no resource but flight. 

I ti m t th I I b h had been ushered in with so 

h/ d b d w h 1 h avily for weeks on the public 

d t 1 w tl t fi gun or killing a man. The 

p It m 1 p 1 1 d rebellion. Lad coolly planned 

m 1 1 y y (? w w thy tU us of his uncle. I witnessed 

t t 1 th f h 1 bing eagerness for tlie result 

which till now end a ned me sud lenly gaye place to feelings of 
unchecked merriment at hs niooked-for and grotesque (^ekwrnea* 
of the Red Republic p og n ne 

Meanwhile, the P ov d Go rnment, with Ledru Eollin 
for its reluctant chief ne e 1 d at work up town— m«M ieneaik 
—turning out Decrees of all sorts and sizes, totally unmindful 
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tht th r li J f k fil J f a ijl ^i t 
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their safe airivai in Eiijcland or Switzerland, glad enough of their 
escape, but as ready to serve their country, and pockft the profits, 
as ever. This was the inglorious end of Ile.l EepuLlicani^m iii 
France, which, from the breaking out of the Kevoltilion in February. 
'48, had made several fierce attempts to obtain the a 
that were, happily, frustrated. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



LITERARY AU VENTURE. 



The Bed Eepubliciins and Socialists, the pavty of violence, was, 
as I have showa, finally suppressed, and France was now left in. the 
hands of Parliamentary tacticians. Henceforth, art, not blowa ; in- 
trigues, not barrioadea ; argument, not cannon-shot, were to decide 
on the destinies of the coimtry. It is important to take a cuvaory 
glance at the position of the pieces in the political game of chess 
now to begin. Let ua look at the Assembly for a moment. On the 
right, la droite, sat tJie Monai'cliists in majority, whose votes, tliere 
fore, gave law to the land, but, unluckily for themselves, they were 
divided into twolactions. The Orleanists, with M. Thiers, wished 
for a king and parliamentary institutions ; that is a King Log to 
reign, with a legislative body to govern him and the country. 
This would have made H Thiers or whoever was leader of the 
1 1 m J ty k d f I inEngknd, where the Piime 

M t Ab 1 t Th L t m sts, with M- Benyer, aimed 
t tl 11 tjl f hv li g botli to reign and govern 

w th 1 t 1 t 1 I bl from those modern inventions, 

1 g 1 t b d Ih t I hes of Monarchists, with dif- 

f t \ dd k h usly against any third party 

th t tl t d tl te t b t t was evident when they got rid 

f 11 PI t n th y m t ii ht between themselves for the 
p m J 

th 1 ft f th A bl I gmiclte, sat the Eepublicans, 
h f th ult m mb rs n m exile or in prison. They 
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t!ie minority, and downcast from tlie conviction of liavinf 
pk pd tl e -olc badly. General Oiivaignao was their recoo-iiised 
Head 

I tie cenfro. le centre, sat a number of respectable gentle- 
n en s cl as M. Dufaure, &c., who eschewed the Monar- 
chists, doubling if they would get up again, and who shyed the 
Eepiiblicans, as they seemed going down. Thej were in the best 
position for jumping doicn on the strongest side when it was dls- 
coTered. I may add, that the cousin of the President, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, was a member of the Assembly, and sat among the 
llepublioans, at which the Monarchists sneered visibly. As hfi 
was neither an Orleanisi nor a Letritimist, he could not sppeer 
amongst them. To have taken his place in the centie would show 
he was against the Republic, the form of goverament existing, 
which was not the case, and so he naturally sat on the left. This, 
was the condition of ihe Assembly in the autumn of '49. 

The President of the Bppublic as I have shewn had hitherto 
kept aloof from the contests of the Monarohisfs and (he Repubhcms 
from reasons as piulont as pitiiOii:- He p&rceiied tliat neither 
sought the good ot ihe mtion but meiely thi-u own advantage 
,The time, bowcvLi hid cone when laol tion wis no longer 
possible. The Con5titutjon divided the powi-is of the Stato be 
tiveen the Executne and tie Leg slnlive— that i*., between the 
President and the Asse nbij This was well enough but the erior 
of its Republican fiaraeis was not to define distinctly the attributes 
of each. This was designed, no doubt, to prevent the Executive 
doing anything without the concnrrenee of the Legislature ; but 
why, then, leave him any initiative whatever ? 

The President had the command of the Army and Navy, as well 
as all the vast patronage of the State. The Assembly had the 
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eoiilrol of lie Tin.noc, .nJ ™W, fattar, p..s 1b»! every hou. 
of tie d,j to illeg..li» wk.l tl. Ei.ouli.. did. The Coo.lilut.on 
,»s therefore ,o b.dlj plamieJ .e to teidoi li.tmoi.y between tke.e 
l,o'co-ordLn.t. power, ver, unlikely, and oven impo.dble, if tb.y 
enterUioed different view. Tt. dm.tion of the K.pubte w... 
therefore, » o.tter of aeeident. The Mon.rohUt. .1 this epoeU 
l,.d no mi.sirinse » to the fnture. T.king th. President to be 
nolhin. eUe than a doll in their h.nd., • rivalry wa» .pnogmg up 
between the Orle.nieta and L.silimi.t. to obtain his adhesion to 
their separate projects. 

It was rumoured that M. Thiers was pUnuing a mamage be- 
taeeuth. President and the Uuele.s of Orleans, in order to get 
baek the fallen dynasty with Parliamentary iu.t.tntions. M. tier- 
rver it ... supposed, ... s.ekmg to eleet a pleasant arrangement 
bel«.n the President and the Count do Chambord, in the hope 
to set the old dynasty on it. leg. again. The Eepub teans eyed 
these »aneen,re, with eonsiderabie relish, kn.w.ng hey would 
„,.in their a.eendane, if the Monarehieal majority broke m t.arn. 
All these sehemes and illusions were suddenly se.ttered tor ever b, 
a blast as sweeping a, .ne.p.eted. A thunder-boltm m.d.wmter 
could not have been more startling. All th. leaders of party were 
petrihed, like Don Bartolo in the opera, and stood gamg on 
vaeaney, motionless and dumb. ■!„,(„ 

A letter appeared one day m the papers f.™ the President to 
his Aide-de-Camp, Colonel Ney, wherein enough was said to prove 
he was not the pliant, timid, ineapahl. tool the politie.ans of 
France had taken him to he -. hut that he had a mind of h,s own, 
and meant to show it. The moment had arrived, as I .a.d, for the 
Prcident to manifest himself. He saw there wa. nothmg in com- 
mon bet.eon him and the sell.t politician, that .g.taled th. 
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t y Orleaaists, Legitimists, Eepublicaiis, anc! Socialists, 
th y E alike. A stable Gfovemment, wise Legislation, the 

d 1 p t of the country, the good of tlie masses — these things 
n t 1 the heads of one of them. They sought power 

m ly f mokment, for their personal benefit, not for the 
n t 1 w ifare. I will not assert the President was more disin- 
t t d p triotic than the others, but it is evident he was more 
g He believed the French people both intelligent and 

1 t d attributed the downfall of preceding Governments to 
th b t y or blindness of Statesmen in ignoring so plain a fact. 
A J lit now-a-days who derides the common sense of the 

ma b dd his projects on sand. There was no choice for the 
P d t b t to truckle to the leaders of the Assembly, or to 
h I the cause of the nation. It was a fearful decision to 
m k H career, his name, his head, were in the scale. Arrayed 
tl m asthe«ntireAssembly, MonarchistsandEepublieans. 
2 h w 11 t h t pp t b t 11 

ly t b 1 th t p tl d t m k m k J t th 

p lies t ti w him f h 1 11 f it t fh 

t y t f th h d 
Th p t f th r 1 t 1 d t t 

w th t p ty f 11 h y M t d t h t 

ry -m I h ti A lit d aJ d h vi t 

th w d m f 1 p b y 1 th d m t f th p pi 

mthb p Iddt httdp 

a t 11 th 1 f f U tl p t f r w th all th 

1 bltr d w H 1 I 

unknown. Did he mean to overthrow the Republic ? Did he 
aspire to set up the Empire P Wo one knew. He appealed to 
the hopes of none, and risked the opposition of eJl. I remember 
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BO pamM in l.islo.7. Hii Uncle ln.4 devoted friend, nl Ike lie.d 
of tke Avoij. Cromwell wa. Hie agent of a peivading f.nat.o,.n>. 
Augnsln, openl, aimed at Empite. He te.ident Bon.p^'te, 
win no inte.-..t i. the A.mj, no told on the nation, hi, pnrpoee 
nn.poke„. mode.tly made known, a. dnady .tated m in. letter 
to Edgai N05, that he wonld not bow down his head to the idol, ol 
the Assembly, either Monarchical oi- Eepnbllcan. 

The first shock ol asloniahment over, mea.nr» were deeided on 
topnt an end to thi.««».mly pef»ctori..s.. The Orle.nist. and 
Legitimist. d,-«pp.d at once the disenesion of their rival djna.lte. 
and M. Thier. and Berryer nnitod .ealon.ly to b.ing the President 
lohi. senses. The, .till considered him . me,, child in pohtics, and 
regarded hi. late mutiny as ajuvenile freak, which . Httl. d.cpl.n. 
wonld core. Th. eitra .llow.nce wUoh in a oontding moment ttay 
hadvctedhimwa. promptly c.t of. TheMinfter. .nhe Pre.ide.t 
,10, in imitation of Engli.h o.age, were member, of the A.-nby 
and belonged to the llona.chioal party, wet. threatened with 
pro^riplion. So intemperate in condnot were the» eni.ged 
lead... of the majontj that there w.s imminent prospect of the 
Government coming to a .tand-.tdl from th. want of co-oper.tion 
betaee. the Bieentiv. and thcLegistativo, and woi.o still, the 
ooantry was in danger of being thrown into violent commotion 
iioB their open hostility. In tmth, a collision wa. aimed at by 
the Monoehist, with a vie. toplu.ge poorlr.nce once more mto 
.1 the horror, of a Sociahst revolution, for, said they, .tl« the 
deluEce we must L.ome " 

I teard th. odiou. contes=ion l.e^u^tly m the mo.tli« 
of Monardu.ts, ^ho.. liope w,s not only to got - " 



the Presideat, but to maU 
tical redemptioi 



her to rehpse into Monaioliy loi a 
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cenhivy to eome. THa fact ouglit to speak trampet-tongued to 
all classes and all countries as a proof of the unscrupulousiiess of 
politioiaaa when interest or ambition inspire thera. 

The President waa awai'e of tieir heinous design, and determined 
to thwart it. Instead of rushing into violent warfare with the As- 
semhly, he frequently yielded to the tyranny of the majority. Some- 
times he changed his Ministera to gi-atify their caprice ; at others, he 
withdrew propositions for the good of the countiy which the Mo- 
na clu ts d culed or opposed. By this cautious manreuvringthe 
P e d at lulled the anger of the corypMm of the Assemhly, and 
ifirm d 1 ir old delusion that, after all he wis only an unruly 
i7 m h Id b g 4 bj their superioi adioitness One 

It f hi t t f thi the prolongitiou ot the Eepiibh 

Th P d t h d t t on to i=,nl it , the Monaichists 

t 1 * p t t b t t 1 11 all was iPidy , the Republicana 

m f CO t p civeit Din^'ei eniiionedit bit 

' ' ^ ™ ly impeiiUed by it's own oigaiie 

df t ti by tl m ty f its eneLiies There weie many 

11 1 pi wh lo m re for the weltire of the country 

til th f 1 t thought thit as the Eepubho was 

ist th b tthin w t a it into goo 1 woikm^ conditnn, 

^ '^ P ttligofit 111 th^tPiance winted 

w t b 1 ty d th E^i bho mii^ht, :f properly oigamacd, 

b th 1 t I 1 gi Itoi parties of all shades to meet 

^ '' 'l" t t night be puToued w f hoot trampli ig 

th t tl II ty f th t 1 

b m t t w k p t tng the mystenes of the far- 
f m d B t h C tt t hich either fion tho peiketion 

f t m h y th kU Bith nhiLh it was administei^d, 
hdf myyar urdfoi England a laige share of oi- 
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d 1 1 t-, I t \ I I t Otl p U t I t 1 
th ir CI 1 th Atl t d 1 t t 

g te tl h I L f tl f 7 wh h h d iutl t 

I Uh p bl mtl t d dp p tyw p til tk 

q <»1 ty f 1 d compl t li! ty t p 1 d t 

Th J 1 nd f I' ce t d w th C 1 1 t 1 

d btf ttptlkldtKbt 

tt Iwit bm-d d pbtedth bjt w 

t t t too ibd ]! Uy dtli to lb t ly th t ti 
m Idl d 1 w 1 li f til ^ t 

kn w th difl b t L C 1 1 t 1 b 1 

g pthhpindp 1 l^tt i tb 

bl tM lit h h 1 1 tj It d 

m 1 t d ytbi ^ w th m h t 1h t f tl Al 1 
Sjlmlthd Ikllfh ddh b lly 

b th dhwi i d 

I mkltltth h dtpl tlfttbBtli 
C tt t p tty m h t t If p tly b t t 

w ti d d 1 d 1 ly b t b t 

wfd n pi ttldqml 

m t t t h ht t y t y M M Th 

d th 1 t d d tl b tt th t t p p tt 

f th B tisb C 1 1 t m y tl t Ki tl t 

I H fP tplydmy IHusfCm 

mons to monopolize all the work, with a Piime Mmibttr at ita 
head, absolute master of the Government and country. This was 
just the tbing to suit ambitious statesmen in Prance and elsewhere, 
and if all such were as good men and true as SuUy and Colbert, 
the British Constitution might be copied with advantage. The 
experiment, however, had been tried three times in Trance, under 
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Louis XVIII., Ciiavles X., and Louis Philippe, aii^ failed. Wliat the 
Monarchists most feared was the chaaceof the Federal Constitution 
of the United States becoming known at this time in Trance ; for if 
the rickettj iramework of the Kepublic were readjusted after the 
Araerioau model, the probability was great that aeither Monarchy 
with Parliamentary institutions or without woiild he seen in Prance 
again. Consequently, the pens of the ablest political foes of the 
Kepublic were frequently at work disfiguring and belying the un- 
defended charter of '87, consecrated by the names of Washington 
and Franklin. 

I often wondered that no Ame en Pa s took p th cuclnels 
for the sake of truth, if not from p tr ot c ot ves — a 1 e ta nly 
no one was more competent than Mr R e^ h 1 dseeeldM 
Hash as our Minister to France hut h a ofli 1 pos t on p obahly 
restrained him. 

One day in November, 'VJ, I p cled up the (h si I to itel the 
oi^an at that lirae of M, Thiers, id ea 1 an e ay on our Fe le il 
Constitution, which falsified it fron be^ n atoenl anl tony 
profound surprise, I found it s g ed th tl e nane of a pe son 
professing to be from the State of Oh o No s cl nd lual was 
known to my countrymen in Pa s a d I fte vi Is d cov ! 
that M. Thiei-s himself was suspected to be the author of the paper 
iu question, but, to add to its weight, had cunningly given it an 
American origin. My patriotism boiled over at this outrageous 
rlise, and, with the recklessness of a Yankee, who never reflects till 
he is it a " fix," I rushed down into the arena of journalism, re- 
solved to defend the Constitution ; but consoled at knowing thai 
neither it nor myself would perish iu the attempt. I sat down in 
my lodgings without a book of any kind, not ev^eu a copy of the 
oharter itself before me, and, worse than all, had to write iu 
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IVench. After pommelling mj bums M^oiously for a couple of 
days, I got together a dozen piges or more of manuscript, whicli 
expressed all I had to say moie oi leas clearly 

To make the American part of my story moie mtai-estiiig, I drew 
comparisons with the state of thmgs m Eiiglaad and France, I 
was rather afraid of being accused of meddling with what did not 
concern me, and, therefore, handled Ti-ench affairs with delicacy, 
whilst I hit right and left at that venerable sham, the British Con- 
stitution. 

Piring at random sometimes brings a prize ; and some time after 
I discovered that I had winged a splendid one, indeed, as I shall 
show. I canied off my handiwork to the organ of the Republican 
pai-ty, the National, of which M. Oaylus was the editor, in place 
of M. Mareast, and explained the motives that had led to its pro- 
duction. M. Oaylus, who had lived a good deal in the United 
States, thought that a lucid exposition of such a subject would be 
equally interesting and important, and promised me its early and 
prominent insertion in his columns. 

Eor several diys I enjoyed the tickling consciousness of having 
" done the State some aerviie and as thw was the first time, 
after many vagines that I had e>ei written a political essay, I 
anticipated with gieat rebsh, the genuine in prise of my friends 
at seeing me tianafoimed into i ready made publicist. Alas, for 
my aspirations ' 1 1 eceived at the end of a week my manuscript 
- back again, with a pohte note from M. Caylus to the effect that a 
committee of the editors had perused my lucubrations and decided 
not to publish them in the National. This was mortifying and 
perplexing. Were ray views so commonplace, and Ihe style so 
bald, as to motive the rejection, which M. Caylus was too civil to 
eav .' or had I reflected with too much impai'liality on the political 
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bantling brought forth by the Republican pnrty, which the National 
represented ? I was not inclined to abandon the job I had begun, 
and deliboruted how to go to work next. I split my essay into 
three pfirts— the first on the United States' Constitution, tie 
second on the British, the third on the Prench— thinking that if I 
could get the first two doses down the throat of any journalist, 
I would have less difficulty in making him gulp the last and 
hardest one. 

There was one journEil in Paris independent of party, of great 
circulation, and edited with brilliant ability by the celebrated 
Emile de Girardin. I knew he dared do all an editor dared, and 
a good deal more, so I never feared that he would publish my 
matter if he thought it worth the honor of a place in his columns. 
I called on him forthwith. He perused my commentaries on the 
American Constitution with deep attention in my presence, when 
he said, in his abrupt way, — 

" Cesl Men- {This is weil); I will publish it." 

"I have also attempted an analysis of the British Government," 
I added. 

" If it is equal to this," he continued, " I will insert it." 

" These two, however," I remarked, " are only preliminary to a 
third paper on French aifairs." 

"Indeed!" he said, with great animation, "I should like to sea 
tkal, and if it does not fall belovp the rest I will' publish it readily." 

I was glad to find one journalist in France who preferred the 
interests of the country to those of party, and was disposed to give 
all sides a fair hearing in the hope of aiding truth. 

The political organisation of Prance was at this time the vital 
question, and yet the Eepublican organ refused the opinions of an 
Amei'ican democrat, which the independent journal published. 
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Tl ftp II 1 1 1 lot exaggerated in clenlarnig that in 

4.J th P 1 p It 1 th Bepublican and Monarchical, were 

[ ly b t tl g 1 whatever the consequences to their 

t y On th 21 t f N emher my first sketch was launched 
tl p lit 1 w Id d tl e effect was flattering enough to my 

)f 1 My trym n f all grades, after their surprise was 

p (Itl ft n in round terms. This was highly 

j„p I, t i II "as, next, anxious to see what the 

r ! th It f tl tt . In society 1 was highly compli- 

m t d b t tl w p p ere sileuf . This I anticipated, for I 
th ht I y w Id 1 k ly b indisposed to contend with me on 
my d 

th 13th fD h r fired my second battery point blank 
at the penetrable sides of the British Constitution. This did con- 
siderable eisecution. The Prench of all parties, save the Orleaniats, 
rubbed their hands in private, and exceedingly relished this Yankee 
bang at the imposing theory of King, Lords, and Commons, so 
Judiciously evaded in practice. Many of the Trench said—" This 
is the first time I ever "ot a distinct idea of ce tort'dUmmt incroya- 
ble I it A jl i^ (th-i ih\ i f^ t th 

E I h C 1 1 t ) t wh 1 f lb U Th 

E 1 h 1 t t tl 1 tl 1 tl t b 11 1 Tl 

k I p lly tl t t 

t t j7 m f p bl I II h w by d by 

I t pt L d B h m tl 1 1 



1 I 



I 1 I 



t 1 th pi 

f L d B 
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th P J 1 dumb tl htliLdnr qtd 

p t f 1 N 9 

L t f II ) t d p 11 f the F h til m 

8l ThM Itit ml f Ik 11 bd 

p pi h n II J 11 unpl t My K I bl n 

It d n til nt y ndul 1 adit 1 

utf d tb IT di tisf t 11 11 t n n t 1 d b t I p T 
nyunjjjd t 1 tthF Ipss Ibtdf 

ta nt p d J t f cont f d t nt th b t 

of d nd t t d t If w th 1 ly i t p 

gr pb b d th 1 m my 1 t( t t m p ty pu 

p Iw tfdt Idtltny ndd 

t Ifftt f p I dtlmtflttg 

compliments from tlie iirst men of France and other oountcies. 
Several English joornnls reviewed me at some length, and the 
S])ectator more especially did me the honour of a criticism of se- 
veral columns and of striking power. It wna undeniable, therefore, 
that the journalists of Paris hesitated to pick up the gauntlet, 
because my facts were indisputable, and my treatment of them 
entirely candid and impartial. I sought not to favour the projects 
of paity, but to interpret politics in such a fashion as to entice the 
nation into a clearer inspection of its oivu interests. To avoid a 
discussion that might have been detrimentiil to the designs of party, 
but m th it proportion advantageous to the country, was, doubtless, 
a judicious step on the part of the political leaders who controlled 
the proas of Paris, but it was proof at the same time that their 
motives were both selfish and unpatriotic. 

I liaTc said enough of these newspaper elfiisiona to excite the 
curiosity, likely, of some of my readers, whom I refer, thereforej 
to the appendix, where they will find Ibem at full length. To 
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thosewlio take less intei'est in such, arid but importaat q^uestions 
T will venture h b ' f immary. 

I undertook t 1 ni t t n my firat essay that in both an- 
cient and mod n ty tb e weye tlii-ee elements. A leading 
man or men; a t 11 t 1 as; and the multitude. The well 
known Greek wo d 1 w they existed then. Moms, Jrktos, 
Deiam — one, th b the n y. In England, at the present day, 
the same elements are expressed by Kin^, Lords, and ConimiHia. 
]?rom this I inferred that a Government to be durable must re- 
present these elements, and that from the world's record society 
had suffered, and government had perislied, because they were either 
not represented or badly combined togetbef. I showed that the 
profoundest thinkers of the world, ancient and modern, bad declared 
that this mixed government was the best ; but, also, that the greatest 
legislators of all ages had constantly failed to establisli a government 
of this nature. I indicated the etrora of Lycurgus at Sparta, and 
of Eomulns at Rome. The great problem then remained, how to 
unite in havmonious action the three elements spoken of that were 
naturally hostile to each other, but with common interests. I de- 
clared that the first successful Instance in history of a mixed Go- 
vernment was the Federal Constitution of the United States. I 
pi d th t h n t 1; w tl up -em J 1 1 1 nto 
t d 1 It d the 1 1 t e futb r subd d 1 
as to p t th t 11 nt clas C / ; anl tl m y 
(f/n ; but tji t th g nd m t f th of b7 as to h 
f nd th w y t adj t tl 1 m ntal f n n th t 
ollw Idw k n k ^iialy andth f 1 t gly If mj d 
t t 13 1 1 anl ny 1 du t tru tl t 1 
ih t the SI n rs of tl e C n t tut on of 87 ar nt tl d to the 
at notha ^u tlanllC nnt hh 
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must be coeval with time if its system, of cJiecJa and Mances are 
preserved inviolate. H tt g eat danger 

In my review of tli E t h C t tutioa I showed thit a mixed 
Govemmeat repres at g th tlu ek nents unequilly, entitled 
King, Lords, and Comm n pmn naturally from tlie situation of 
the country after th C nq t flOG6. I'roiu the imperfect ba- 
lance of these elements it foil 1 n England as in other countries, 
an* ages, that the Government was overthrown, lu-st, by the de- 
mocratic element in 1640, and next, by the aiistoeratic element in 
168S. I proved that since then the Monarchieal and Democratic 
elementshavehadnoConstitutionalexistenoe.andth tth \ -eme 
power was no longer divided between a mixed Go m nt b t was 
monopolized by the aristocratic element or intelh t laaa 1 h 
Government is called an Oligarchy. I explainel fu th tl t at 
all epochs Government had been more or less ft n d by f ur 
great classes, representing the four cardinal passions of the heart— 
the love of religion, the love of war, the love of knowledge, and 
the love of gain — that is, by the priest, the soldier, the thinker, and 
the fjipdiliat In inciant society Government was swayed bj the 
clerical influence when TheoomcieB pievai'ed. In the middle iiges 
the mihtarj influence wis predominant whan TLudality existed 
In recent times the hterary influence and the financial influence 
are in the <»scendant I a'isei'tcd that the legitimate object of Go- 
vemment, the good of the greatest number wa"; fcustiated when 
any one oi moie of these influences bnsaed it for the benefit of 
the class n-pusented I demonstnted finally, Wnt m Enghud 
tht Aiistocrdtic element m poasession of the supicme power sn ee 
lt>88 bad mtb a view to maintain its supiemacj oicr its inal 
elements the Momichieal and Democratic eoncdiited the four 
influcnct,5 tiled bj bt-stoftrng, with a piod ^d h nd, on the f ii 
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classes represented lo wit — the denca! mil tary litenrj and 
finincial — rant \;ciltli aadpowei Py Ihis polic7 tlie Oligaiclij 
had. piolonged their sway but it n is done it tin, coot of the misses 

Tbe pol tical hi&toiy of Fiaine fioin the fall of the Eoman 
En pjre afforded me m mj third letter an admiraljle field for 
testing the theoiies adraaoed in the pievious ones It ippeaied 
thit fiom the hfth eenturj to the tenth the Monarchicil element 
s ipported by the rel gious influence had wielded the supreme 
power The use of feudality give piepondcionce to the a la 
toccatic element 'ustanied. by the md taiy inflicnce A^^i n 
nndei Louis XIV the Momichical elenent regained the si pie 
macy but thia time m conjunction with the re! ^lous and m litiry 
influences FinilH in 17&9 the Demo ratio element got the 
mastery withtheaidof theliteiaiy and tminoni influi,nces but no 
coiubmation with its nvil elements beii^ possible at that epoch, 
it lost in turn its i-ontiol of the soveieign powei In 15 30, 
and 48 I showed thitaftempts were made to orgaaue Groi era 
ment on the solid b ISIS of in union of the thiee elements bitlrom 
design ratlier than ignorance, they were never brought into har- 
monious balance, and, consequently, their collisions led to suc- 
cessive revolutions. 

In seeking to make my analysis of these letters very brief I may 
have rendered it somewliat obscure, but a reference to the originals 
in the appendix will, perhaps, enable the i-eader to comprehend more 
fully my meaning. Before quitting this subject I cannot forbear 
relating a simple incident connected witli it. I was at a feie at 
the Elysee one night soon after the appearance of my third letter 
ill the Fresse, when in one of its crowded saloons I encountered 
the President, surrounded by his usual noi-imje. He extended his 
hand towards me with more animatioii than is his wont, and said 
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in a Ion Wo ce Ma^ vo i a e e r des do e p h s (jou 
have wr tte some ii e thiags) I wis sens bly tone! ed I y tl a 
inaiked omil eiit a d maleniy cknowledgne ts n a to e of 
emot on I tho glit the occ s on 1 owever very opi ortu e to trr 
my 1 an 1 at break n^ tluo o-h that rese ve ao one yet had been 
able to penet te By the enat n^ Co st tut o tl e le el g 1 bly 
of the P es de t wis forb d Hid po ated tl at out as aa 
cn-or I was ery c i ns to k ow tl e P es le t a ae t nents on 
this Y tal point In the co se of my e e t on tl e efo e I 
lemakel 

' lou H gl nes no lo It p e t 11 to o 

self one of my 1 tte s 

" To myself 1 he echoed m a tone of auipnae. No, I did 
not. " To what do you.refei-?" 

" In commenting on the Constitution of '48 I declared tliat the 
non-re-eligibility of the President was a grave defect, and one 
which had been avoided in our Constitution of the United States." 
As I spoke I watched the countenance of the President, whicli 
changed ita expression for a moment, for he was totally unpre- 
pared for anch a aide-thrnst as this, and he measured at a glance all 
the importance of bis reply. He put his hands calmly behind bim, 
and was juat about to speak when Lord Normanby, the Biitish 
Ambassador, came up to address him, and I was left to epeoulato 
upon what he would, could, or might have said on this pregnant 
point. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THE TISCOUI 



I left Paris in February of '50, and returned thitlier in August 
of the same year. During this ahort interval, the Legislative 
iissembly had constantly lost ground in public opinionj for, 
utterly neglectful of the interests of the country, tbcy were wholly 
immersed in party intrigues. The Monarchical leaders were, no 
doubt, deeply annoyed at the inactivity forced upon them by the 
masterly prudence of the President, whom neither seductions nor 
provocation could swerve from the independent and national path 
he had traced out for himself. With a view to coerce him 
into a more pliant course, the politicians of the Eight reduced 
the annual salary they had at first voted him. This was as 
ineffectual as the largesses that were occasionally held out for his 
acceptance. The President seemed fully conscious that the eye of 
the nation was directed upon him and the Assembly; and when 
he saw the reluctance of the latter to co-operate with him in any 
salutary measure of policy, he resolved to keep aloof front all oon- 
nectioQ with their paltry schemes of party aggrandizement. 

The fall of Ledru Bollin and the ultra Eepublicans in June, '49, 
left the field open to the Assembly, whieb might, by a business-like 
and patriotic course, have acq^uired a complete aseeudancy over 
France. Instead of this, the Monai'chists had frittered away their 
opportunities and character by paltry manreun-es against the Pre- 
sident, and a tyrannical persecution of the Republican Opposition. 
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In the apriag of '50 an event occuired ivkch mast have staiiled 
the videttes of the Ei^ht, foi it showed them thit opinion was 
goins round again to their opponents The celebrated wutcr and 
ultra Democi'at, Eugene Sue, ins elected to the Assembly lor 
Paris by •« great majonty o\ er his Momreliioal anligonist Instead 
of profiting by this aigniticant naming, M Tlueis and his cohort 
laid hold of this result aa a pietext foi putting down unive)-=.il 
sufii'ago, which was nothing else than an act of felo de se. 

Anew law of franchise was hurried through the Assembly and sent 
in to the President for his signature. Was this only an ingenious 
trap to involve the President in difficulty ? If he refused to sign 
this unpopular measure, aa it may have been hoped, it ftould afford 
the Monarchiats the longed-for opportuniiy of iaatin°- open war 
upon him. If, on the contrary, he idenlifi d him If tl th bl 
at the sovereignty of the people, a great hj t d by d 

stroying his popularity. It must have 1 t 

for the President; but he wisely decid d t I' t p ly the 
favor of the people, rather than afford th M h t 
by h istaiioe, to throw the count y t I t d d 

B 1 the Constitution had given hui n / d 1 Id t 

1 lly fuse to sign the law of M. Th n It th 

ft The reaponsihility was on the A ml Ij d tl j Ity 

w to be paid' one day or the othe 

Th p tiou of the President at hom thw t d by Up t 

] t d by the patriotic, and, as yet II t th m 

w f !l ough of perplexity and peril b t h 1 1 C[ t d fl 

It 1 to play with the great Powers of Euiope Itussn, 

A t nd Prussia sympathized with the exiled Dymsties, whilst 
tl y 111 etained thelrancientantipathyto tberevolutionaryOiigin 
of the Bonapai'tes. 
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These were reasons eaougli why the Despotisms of the Contineat 
should shrink from fratcraizat th tl F hEj 11 lit 

there was no inducement wh t t t t f lly 1 1 
with a ruler, were lie othen i j t 11 1 t f 

power was limited to four sh t j 

The President made due all f tl p j d d f 

of the leidin" States of Eui ] d h d th d m d 1 
p nd n 1 1 mj m e I p t I th d ty 

of F n by nploj any w thy art t 1 t tl m 

Hmthae ddaamft til fthCt 

11 utl Go nra nt a a t h m h I t ll M It f tl 
A ml ly I tly d d th tl f h g t t 

strength, fo th y 11 looked f d t tl 1 y t f d t t 

whetiaseco 1 a n y of nvis U t P t til h 

once more tl e Bo bo Dy ty At th t 1 m m t th 
Buramer of 50 tl e P es le t t h y i Ell h h 
was really n se od r it tl j t tK th D i m f 

the Continent tl n tl g P 1 E p bl f If Tl B t 1 
Foreign Ofhce was s sieetel f 1 k g y i thy th th 
revolutiona y | rty vh ch 1 a 1 1 t 1 m d Tl 

Europe, and no expression of abhorrence and disgust was strong' 
enough to convey what was thought and felt by Continental States- 
men of that " firebrand " of Downing Street, the detested Lord 
Palmerston. 

On the fall of the Orleans Dynasty and the appearance of the 
Republic, in °48, the English Ambassador in Paris, Lord Nor- 
mnnby, had immediate instructiona to recognize it; and from that 
moment the English Government had manifested the rational 
desire to live on friendly terms with Prance, whatever might be its 
form of Government, During the two years that had elapsed the 
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Prime Minister of Englaiicl, Lord Jolin Eusscll, had not re 

1 t w d w li t ult t It w th til P 

L W 1 I t th t t f mi hi t d tU 

th C t tip tut b d tl t til E 1 h 

E y w t tly t th lb w f th F d t It 

ly L t th t t d f th t thi d 

Id t th 1 f tl '5 t y f th r Oih 

L 1 P Im t 1 th t th tl P im M t th 

E 1 t C t pp 1ft 

It httl d mt f t th t 1 y Lo 1 P'Jiii t th 

P a y 1 th t Lo d N m 1 y mpl 

wth t t t f tl h h t q t ly 

p y t d h t th P 1 t whil t ltd 

h t -u f tl f f f th 01 Dj ty 

It h dly f t hi m L d N ly f th lil m t 

J g§l rv tit q t 1 d I 1 tl h b d t 

ry t th p 1 y f tl F S t y j Id t th 

wishes of still loftiei peisonages. It is clear fiom this that a 
double game was playmg, which finEdly ended in a catastrophe, as all 
trickery usually does. The President felt quite sure of the apparent 
sympathy of the English Secretary for Foreign Affairs, yet he 
must have been puzzled at the well-bred distance so steadily maiii- 
tained hy the British Goyernment towards him, Tha policy of the 
English Prime Minister at this epocli may be easdy explained. 
As the head of an Oligarchy, he naturally shrunk from too close a 
connection with a Eepublic, and, aboye all, with a Eepublic on so 
unstable a foundation as that of France unquestionably was. 
Besides, the Dynasty and Goyernment of England were bound by 
ancient alliance, ties of sympathy, and bonds of political interest, 
to the Continental Powers, and, furthei-more, both must have been 
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naturally averso to form too dangerous an intimacy with the 
nephew of a Sovereign they had chiefly contributed to overthrow, 
and whose antecedents inspired hotli doubt and dislike. If in the 
face oE these considerations the Foreign iffinister. Lord Palraerston, 
endeavoured to cement a close alliance witk the President of the 
Preach Republic, it must be assigned either to h a superioi ^c imen 
that foresaw all the immense advantages to flow fiom it, oi to a 
reckless disregard of the consequences that might ensue This 13 
an important question for the fame of this great Stitesman as well 
as for the triitb of history, and it may be iu my powei to diop 
some hints that may help to elucidate both. 

In August, 1850, I encountered one day, in tlie street, a 
person I had frecjueMly met in the mhna of Paris^ the Hon. It. 
Edwardes, acting Secretary of the British Embassy at Paris. He 
expressed his satisfaction at my return from my recent trip 
to the United States, and pressed me with some earnestness 
to call at the Embassy to see him. , Though much in the habit of 
meeting him in the best society yet I had never cultivated 
the acqiiaiatance of Mr. Bdwardes, for his manners were not con- 
ciliating, nor his conversation very attractive. He had the air of a 
man deeply buried in rumination, and when he spoke it was witt 
the abmptness of a person suddenly recalled from the di-eam-laad 
he seemed to inhabic. His eyes, however, were sparkling and rest- 
less, which showed that his torpid exterior was only a diplomatic 
cloak to hide his vigilant observation of men and things. He 
was a man of some 40 yeai-s and upwards, and had passed his life 
in diplomatic service at the dilfei-ent Courts of Europe, He was 
at tl m t fill il p t f ia t ^ f Embassy, to which 
be p t d t 1 1 m tly d 

Ee ving a d m 1 1 n to 11 on him, I did so, and 
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we had a long ehat on politics. Mr. E. was by no means 
dispoaod to express Ms own opinious, but rather sought ia a subtle 
mannei- to extract those of others, I pei'oeived his ci'aft, but gave 
utterance to my sentimeuts without resei-ve, as I had no motive for 
concpahuent I spoke of the uncertainty that overhun-r the des- 
t f F 1 tl t I Id 1 t b t th 1 

1 o-it f th p f tl P I t 1 1 d 

p 11 f I I tl th t d p il th t mm 

tltltdfElddhf ply y tit 

dt ththbt t Idt f 

li Id th p t t tl P d t d t t t th 
m t dim th P OS tl t t f b th t 

d m d I t Eef t th TJ t d bt t I t d th t 

I saw nothing to prevent the best undeistandmg between them 
and England and France, since they w ere all ec[mlly hound to eaeh 
other by mutual interest. 'Itesc, siniple \iews woe listened to 
with great attention by the hon oeaetaiy of Ei b y nl I 
inferred he approved of them, as he siid nothing to tl nt y 

We dined together soon afterwards, when it c n ut tl t 
he had read at the time my essay on the British C 1 1 t 
and I deduced from what he let drop that I had 1 t th n I o 
exactly. on the head that no friend of the Oligarchy, much more &n 
oiReial under it, would like to see the blow repeated. I began to 
suspect forthwith that the astute Secretary had a motive in his 
friendly demonstrations, and that he meant in one way or another 
to allay my Yankee ardour to grapple with the mysteries of the 
British Constitution. Whether ia this he was the agent of 
superior authority, or only seeking by a display of zeal and 
activity to make his promotion surer, never occurred to me at the 
time. One day, at the close of August, I announced to him my 
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intention to run over to London for a few days on private business, 
when lie asked me if I would, like to make the acquaiatance of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Viscount Palmerston, for in that 
case he would give me letters of introduction. It is needless to 
say I accepted this flattering offer with extreme readiness, tlioi^h 
I marvcliod at the time how it came to pass that a simple Secretary 
of Embassy could venture to present a stranger to so illustrious a 
personage as the Viscount Palmeraton, This mystery, like many 
others, unravcEed itself in process of time, wliich, however, it may 
not be necessary to explain. I arrived in London on the first of 
September, and the day following called in Carlton Gardens aad 
left mj introduction and card for the noble Secretary of State. 
On retaming to my hotel some hours later I found the card of 
Lord Palmerstoa, with the following note : — 

Carlton Gardens, September 2iia, 1850. 

Lord Palmerston presents his compliments to Mr. Wikoff, and 
regrets much that as ne is leaving London this afternoon, he cannot 
receive Mr. Wikoff here, but if Mr. Wilcoff will do him the favour 
to come down to Broadlands to-morrow to dine and sleep, and will 
excuse the want of any company to meet him. Lord Palmerston will 
have great pleasure in receiving him. 

The one o'clock or five o'clock trains from the Waterloo station 
would bring Mr. Wikoff in good time to Romsey, wMoh is within a 
mile from Broadlands. 

I was not more surprised than flattered at this prarapt acknow- 
ledgment of my visit, but it was chiefly owing, no doubt, to the 
fitct of bis Lordship's leaving London that day for his country seat 
after the adjournment of Parliament. I took the five o'clock train 
EBxt day for Komsey, which the time-tables informed rhe I would 
leech soon after 7 o'clock. I had, therefore, abundant time to dwell 
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on the good fortune awaiting me in making the acquaintance of one 
of the leadino- State=mea of Eurape, and tlio most prominent man 
at th t n E 1 J. My mind naturally reverted to his long 
a d sm ul pit 1 ai-eer. 
L d P In rst n ntcred Parliament in 1805 at 31 jeara of 
d ly 1 y rs later he obtained the post of Secretary of 
"R a n the "VI ty f Mr. Perceval. This office, ta be sure, had 
n t h ra; n ts name implies, for its duties were purely 
ad nmi t I Is ondary, yet it seems strange that so young 

an wl h d t acted no attention during his hrief Parlia- 
m tary h 11 have been clioson for its occupant. This 

wa w to fl fluence of the celebrated Canning, whom tho 
y T t h d onciliated by his personal qualities and social 

nfl n It n y b cnrioQS to quote a sketch of Lord Palraeiston 
at h 2 ^ •! 1 tion, wherein no prophetic eye could easily 
d n th I m t f a future Prime Minister: — " At this time 
LdPlm tnw a Hon par excellence, and was little known 
B f (h ut of h coat, the elegance of his horses, his prowess 
m gallantry, his successes at Almack's, his skill in the waltz, which, 
some say, he introduced into England, the ^aira/ei? freshness of his 
complexion, and by that mixture of arrogance and fadeur, a de- 
meanour at once stiff and careless, which go to constitute what is 
generally designated as an Sxclmive." I will notvouch, of course, for 
the fidelity of theportrait, but the fact that the sobriquet of " Cupid" 
has up to late years been publicly attached to the name of Lord Pal- 
merston, is proof that his reputation of a Bon Giovanni is not, at all 
events, exaggerated. However subordinate the functions of Secre- 
tary of War, or however insignificant the meaus by which ho first 
acquired it, yet it is certain Lord Palmerston could not have re- 
tained it for tlie extraordinary period of 19 yearSj through five suc- 
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eessive Ministeries,* witliout sterling merits of some Itin^. Duriiig 
all tliis tumultuous period he made no figore in Parliament whatever, 
wliict would make llie retention of his place really mysterious, if it 
was not known that Lord Palmcrston was remarkable always for his 
intelligence, activity, and strict attention to business. After tho 
fall of Eos, in 1806, the Whtga, or Liberal party, bid a long fare- 
well to power, and up to the hour of his quitting office, in 1S38, 
Lord Palraerston's Toryism was above suspicion. The triumph of 
tl H ly Alh t W t 1 1 1 t h n f 

Lib 1 11 E p d th T 1 L d Li 

1 I 1 tl t y tl t m g; T i 1 p 

pi b t t 1 tl d 1 C m i& 7 

CthliE It lEfmw d dTh 

DkfWUt tkfl > It dTym 

m tl 1 t Amd 11 th fl t t f 

I LlPlt dtt y dltl 

Wl T y J 1 th t h t II 11 ^ 

h p tf 1 f S t ry f W II m 11 

Im t pp tl y 1 d w t tl It m 1 J tly b 

f d f th th t L 1 P 1 t tl 1 1 in f iR 

th p pi d tl t h fi d 1 t t I 

t t^^thtm tldhLllp myb 

d th t L d P 1 t t 1 1 d 1 H 

t p il pit II t Iplt lift ly 

t f m tl m d 1 p t ht h m th 1 1 ty f 

t t tl m H d I 1 btl tl t tl ty 

daghhdply tht tfC mt 
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and lliat as maintaining tlia data quo, and resisting tlie spirit of 
the century, were alike impossible, it was plainly tlie role of an 
English politician to concede what was exacted, and to refuse 
what might be denied. This is the key-note to Lord Palmersloa's 
whole career. After the French Revolution of '30, he perceived 
that Toryism in England was tottering to its fall, and to escape 
being buried in its ruins, he followed Mr. Iluskisson in his 
retreat from the Wellipgton Ministry. Uncertain of the advent 
of the Whigs ho 1 d lot go over to them at once ; but, along with 
Mr, Husk sson took up an independent position, which left him 
the 01 1 on to JO n a y Government likely to maintain itself. 1?or 
the h t t ne d r n„ this interval, from '28 to '31, he turned his 
attci I on to acq „ a Parliamentary reputation, and more par- 
ticularly directed his attention to foreign questions. He made 
some speeches on the affairs of Portugal and Greece that attracted 
attention. Both as to affairs at home and abroad his opinions 
assumed a more decidedly liberal hue than ever before, though ha 
did not go the length of the leading Wliigs in their propositions of 
Eeform. When, in '31, Earl Grey planted the Whig banner in 
triumph on the heights of the Treasury Bench, followed by all his 
brilliant cohort, Brougham, Stanley, Kussell, Graham, Melbourne, 
to the astonishment of all and the dissatisfaction of many, he placed 
tl e npo tant cl ^^ of tl e lo n policy of fl e Go e n u t n ti a 
han Is of Lo d Pal ne ston who e ci ut f on w s Id below tho e 
I h e c ted I that ot many others 

Porte je rathe Wigs et ed ofhce ve for a href te vil 
m 4 and fo the c t e pe o 1 Lo d Palraerston manio'^d tl e 
fo e iff rs of Pnjanl I th a lofty po ton le d [1 i d 
ab 1 1 es q e d ^ te to II th ^ ve q e t o s 1 was eo n 
1 elled to handle He bega i by cult vat a^ Hie P each AU ance 
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with Louis Philippe. He nest settled the famous Belgian difS- 
culty by erecting a tlirone for Leopold. life foimed the Quidiuple 
AllUir.ce, whicli gave the preponderance to England in Spain and 
Portugal. He pushed on the conquests of Enghnd in India ind 
foi'ced open the ports of China, to the gain of the com nercial 
world. He finished by getting involved in a quarrel with Fiance 
in '40, and with the United States in '41 whii-h I kely contributed 
to the fall of the Whig Ministry. He lema ncd ii Opposifion, 
attacking the Ministry of Sir Robert Peol at times w th great 
vigour, till '46, when be returned to bis formci post of Foie gn 
Minister, nnder Lord John KusselL Tbo Cabinet of fair Eoheit 
Peel left to their sueceasors a misundcr^tan ling with the French 
Government as to the Spanish marriages which stU! existed at 
the time of ibc Kevolution of '48. 

Afh ttlbl LdPlm tn gnised the Fieneh 
Rjbl t ltd ly ddf ther interference 

Tb It y ra th t j d E pe in '48 and 49 

aff d d a pi p f th j I nt d xperience of the 
F Mit fEld dhhd e coui-sc to ste^r 

b tw th t tt G t f th Cont nent and the 

R 1 t y p ty f t m t ph t It wis expected 
1 y tl 1 tt tl t tl E 1 b C 1 t w U lid them to eoa- 

1 d t tl p wl 1 t t f 1 b th foimer thit if it 

r f d f m d t uld ly 1 he condition of a 

Con tt tonbenggiaranteed t th „ t btates in question. 

The Con t tut on 1 Governments of Belgium, Portugal, and Spain, 
had b a mamly s t up by the influence of England in previona 
yea s and ta ly the present seemed an auspicious moment to 
Con t tut n 1 e ti e whole of Europe. What Lord Falmerstoa 
might ha e thou^bt the interests of his country would suggest as 
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tho ticat policy I do not know, but the Ministry, of wliicK he was 
only an nnU, was not disposcJ to intci'fere; consequently his r6le 
was reduced fo that of a vigilant and Jiumane surveillance of 
passing events. He was violently assailed by ihe i-faetionary 
party on the Continent for his supposed sympathy with the 
progressive cause, whilst he was bitterly railed at by the popular 
leaders for belying their hopes. 

A general outcry ivas raised against bim hofh at home and 
abroad, and the storm of discontent went on accumulating, till at 
last it descended on his head in the shape of a vote of censure ia 
the House of Lords, June, '50. Lord Palmeraton was really 
suspected by the Oligarchy of leaning to the revolutionary party 
on the Continent, and it was thought necessary to eject him from 
oifice. The pretext for this was sought in his energetic conduct 
against the Greek Government, from whom he demanded redress 
for injuries against a certain Don Paeifieo, a naturalized British 
subject. The truth simply was, that he was struggling against 
the Bussian influence that controlled the petty kingdom of Greece, 
and was overspreading the East. For this purpose he seized the 
occasion of Don Paeifieo's claims, and restored British influence 
by a vigorous demonsti-ation at the Com't of Greece. To move 
agaiust Russia at that moment was considered by the Oligarchy as 
revolutionaiy, and hence the vote of censure of June, '50. The 
matter next came before the House of Commons, and it was 
universally expected that Lord Palmerston would be compelled by 
a similar vote of dissatisfaction to tender his resignation. The 
Press was unanimous in its condemnation. The Times fired its 
broadsides at him daily. Public opinion loohed on him with 
suspicion. His staunchest friends apologised in advance for the 
votes they intended to cast against liim. Tlis fall was imminent. 
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11 til tl f J 50 1 m d 1 m U 

df Hp I hfonplnf tit Ji 

t k ffi tl d > 1 nok d 1 p t 1 

li J t a t pi te I h t 11 tl li 

11 d p li 1 1 ih t h wl Im d 1 pp t d h 
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h li f 1 p ly [ pir dt t hm Ih 
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t! 1 t f f th Th ID tt mp t f 



pljfl d catc— 
f p 1 ffi h 



th tt t f li 
11! d 

r t ly g 



d ta t 



bj t f p f 1 1 q t 

b m t d with y— b 11 f th t w 

e pi t n pected — this ovation has rarely 1 ee passed ii 

th P i t 17 debates of England. This t umph le oed his 

ad a b th withiti doors and without, and the adjo -nme it 
f Pwh t August left Loi-d Palmerston firm in his place of 
Se ta t r gn Affairs, and as strong in public esteem as a 
few weeks hefoie he had been the contrary. 

It was no other than this remarkable naan and veteran states- 
man, the victor in so many debates, and the hero of so many diplo- 
matic contests, that I was now flying over the South- Western 
Railway to meet in compliance with the flattering invitation 
already given. It was not long after 7 p.m. that I reached the 
Romsey Station, and as it was a bright and balmy day, 1 decided to 
walk over to "Broadlands," only a mile distant. I took my course 
through the village of Eomsej, having nothing to reeommend it 
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■ hut its extreme antiquity and only famous, in my recollection, as 
tte birth-place of Master Pefty, the ancestor of tlie Lansdowne 
family, who began life bere as a humble weaver I =0011 entei-d 
th pa k g t f L 1 P Im t bl t t J f U d th 

ai d t d tli b t pp y d tl 

n 1 nt I) t y th t d 1 lip h h h 

fm Ipffn Eld d 1th ttj 

liltp tfptnlfft Th itmlwtra 1 
w th ! tn t g t tl pp f p t f 

1 t u 11 d t btt xp y I th w 1 

tbnliffit p qlygpltlkt 

monotony. In the distance I disc m d b ty th fl 1 

surface of a gentle river, sparklin in th h h b d p 

pearing for a moment behind g 

smiling into sight, as it pursued it I th h th 

soft vale it seemed to nourish. All y p 1 1 1 
ished instantaneously at the sight f h t d t h 

as these, and I was fast falling t 1 b g t 

quote Thomson, when a sudden tu f th lb 1 1 m ht 

upon the superb mansion of " Broadlands." 

I leamt from the footman who opened the door that Lord Pal- 
merston was out ridbg, his usual exercise of an afternoon, but 
that his Lordship expressed the hope I would be able to amuse 
myself about the grounds till his return. I ivas escorted to mv 
bedi-oom, and informed that the dinnet hour was half-past eiaht 
o'clock. As I had nearly an hour to spare, I descended for a walk 
on the lawn, which ran sloping from the house to the edge of the 
pretty stream already alluded to ; and ansious to improve mj ac- 
quaintance w^th it, I strolled along its winding margin, wbich at 
every torn afforded some new and pleasing view. 
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On my return to tlie house I found ita noble owner wailing for 
me in the library, and he welcomed me with all the easy familiarity 
of a finished man of the world. My prenonceived notions of his 
appearance and manners were ludicrously disappointed. Instead 
of the Tcuerahle man of imposing mien and solemn gi'avity — the 
J It f h h distinction, English formality, and advanced 

a _I t d a very pleasant gentleman of some fifty years, 

apj tl p f tl off-hand and unaffected in his demeanour, and 
] ]y and playful in his remarlsa, wliich were accom- 

p d w th a t of running chuckle. After a few raoraents' 
CO t h L -dship suggesting we had but a few minutes to 

did ng for a servant to conduct me to my room, 

wll t h h Iff, saying, ho would see me directly in the 
d m 

On p J, th ther, I was presented by hia Lordship to the 
eel b t d L dy r Imerston, formerly Countess of (lowper, and 
& hlle U epoch. She was a tall, finely-formed woman, 
^ th a h I ountenance. very elegant manners, and, ap- 

p r n Ij 1 11 tl e prime of life. There was the same polished 
ease and ire d m f t t f k d tl t d tin ' 1 d 1 

noble hush 1 1 hi d: t d n b th th 1 1 U gh b In 
was added th ! h 1 t t n d nd t t t w h 

society. Th w 1) oth 1 d p t tl H n M-s 

W. C , a m mb f th f ly 'W h 1 w need 

Lady P ros,e, and wilh a oharmmo mistuie f ff bil ty nd 

Muteur offejed me her aim, sajin^, she " would take the stranger 
into dinner, ' aa honor I certamly wo\dd not have ventured to 
aspire to. The dmner passed off delightfully ; my Lord Palmer- 
ston talking, joUiiig, and hughms, is though he passed his lime 
doing nothmg else. He lelated several anecdotes, full of point 
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and admirably told. I could not for the Ofe of me imagine I was 
iu the presence of one of t!io leading men of Europe, who had 
been a member of the Cabinets that had ended the terrible war 
against Napoleon L, and began that against the United States, in 
1813, and that at this moment had more to do with the destinies 
of nations than any other man living;, 

I was not long in detecting, however, that the lively, facetious 
exterior of Lord Palmerston was but a mask assumed before the 
world, though always worn with dignity, and that underneath lay 
concealed that vast intellect, fearless character, and mighty energy, 
which had raised him, withont connection, interest, or wealth, and 
in lbs teeth of prejudice, to the position he then hold, and which 
would likely carry him later into the Premiership of England. 

On returning to the drawiag-room, the Minister left me with 
the ladies, saying, he would join us at tea; and I learnt afterwards 
that he was in the habit of retiring to his cabinet for an hour or 
more after dinner to glance over his despatches, flowing in upon 
him every day from all quaiiera of the world. He came in again 
about eleven o'clock, drank a eup of tea, chatted awhile in his 
pleasant way, and disappeared once more. He had returned, I 
found, to his study, where I was surprised to hear be fiequently 
passed part of the night at work. I have since discovered that 
L d P Im t n apacity for bibour is prodigious, and his 
t 1 d bodily, never flag under any pressure of busi- 
n H t lb e, experience, and activity enable him to 

a uj nj I h J th without appearance of haste or loss of time. 
Wh tl t b th 1 1 task is congenial, or that his nature demands 
t nt p t ertain it is that Lord Palmerston labours as 
n tl ny p -ative or farmer's man in England. He re- 

q t never seen at places of amusement, and is 
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free from all those faslilonable vices so oommoa amongst States- 
men and Diplomatists of all countries. In short. Lord Palmerston 
IS f til wl b t > th p li 1 

b f til 11 d t h d t y h til th 

fmypl bt fflt f tht 

mb t t k 1 th t m k 1 b t 1 1 p 1 

y tt t f t b t t Ih f d 
Atf t m th fe ly w 1 t lly 11 d t 

b eaU t b t 1 1 iml h L d lup m d d 

1 111 t flhbmd Id 

t t th b f tl d y Afte h ^kf t y 

luitthu.tm Elb lyh btktli 

sel t th 1 f m se t b t b Urn m 1 

m mhiLdbii tdmt comp y h m h 1 

nd tf tb aft 

I mp 1 th 1 d m li t mil th g d 

Id t tb iisttt btbtbl h dElb 

tyl gay P t n f fl w m d t tb tl ^t te t 

vaiiety and profusion, relieved by eloping laiviis and graceful 
groups of tiees. I had fine views of the house from various points, 
which IS an oblong in shape, with wings, and consti'ucted with a 
nice peiception of architectural effect. It is of great dimensions, 
containing on the lower floor alone three spacious drawing rooms, 
libraiy, bJliard-ioom, and a dining-room worthy of a palace. On 
returning from oar stroll I was left to dispose of my own time 
ailon mes gouts, and I passed an hour or so pleasantly in looking 
over a veiy choice collection of pictures that adorned the various 
roomii, amongst which I remarked several rare specimens of Cuyp 
and Teniers, great favourites of mine. I nest wended my way 
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into tlie library, and what with reacliug and letter- writing, tlie 
tours sped away pleasantly enougi. 

At four I proceeded to join liis Lordship for our ride, and I 
found him ready at tie Lour namod. As ivo were about to mount 
he said — 

" I will give yoK a turn ia the New Forest." Having re- 
marked notliing of the kind in the neighbourliood I asked, with 
some distrust, what the distance mi^bt be ? 

" Only tea miles," returned bis Lordship, pulling on his gloves. 

Ten miles there, ditto back, thought I, in a sober spirit of 
computation, besides the turn proposed. I felt I had better come 
out with a plain statement, whilst there was time. 

" If your Lordship is serious," I said, " I shall beg the favoui- 
of carrying a pillow along with me, for I am sure to spend the 
night in the Jorest." 

" What !" exclaimed the noble Lord, " wUl a gallop like that 
fatigue you ?" 

" I have not strode a horse for these several years past," I ex- 
postulated. 

In th t case," returned Ms Lordship, " let us take a walk 

th t ms," to which I readily assented, and the more so, 
tl at th pi yfulness of the " thorough-bred" intended for me in- 
epu' I m w th aeci-et misgivings that we should soon part com- 
pany m mutual disgust. To say nothing of fatigue and insecurity 

1 greatly pveferreda promenade a pied, since it would afibi-d me a 
better opportunity for conversation with his Lordship, which I 
ardently desired. Off we started at a rattling pace, which soon 
made me suspect I had gained little by the exchange. I was 
really astonished at the extraordinary bodily vigour of my noble 
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lio'-t, wliich f'u evceeded mine, tiougli some thirf y j earn 1 is j mior, 
an! in soiiid lieiltli 

A gioup of seveiil iine firma sunound the fountif seit of 
Loid Pilmeifton instituting tlie est-itL ot Bioadhnds and I 
fo ind tiem all m lugK cultivation The hnd wis too good to 
rtijuire, fortunately any of those etpens -ve piocesses of di nning, 
1 ligation, and mannimg wliidi has made a science of agin-ulture 
m Tngland now-<i-divs , Imt Ins Lordship, confiding in the uni\ er- 
aality of his genius, thought he could minagf, his fiiraa is eis ly 
a-, the various States ot Euiope, and once, in a bncol c mood, 
undertook it, but he soon found to his coat, as I ha\ e Jeoi it th it 
eieiyhusmess his its mjsteues aud that e\eii a gieit slitebmin 
nny he taught by countij-bumpkins Vf e stopped a momLnt to 
inspect some line foalf., foi I discovered that Lord Palraerston 
ahiied m common mthhis countiymen, thit truly mtional pie- 
dilection for hoi-se flesh At list, emergins; into some fine hioad 
rtiLidow land, the conversation turned to my dehglit on politios, 
and his Lordship, without iny appeirance of leaerve discussed 
tlie Londit on of E irope witli his uonil clearness and adioitni s 

He etpies^td foi Tranc the most friendly sentiments, and de- 
pict ited the follj of two nations, witli so many mutual interests, 
ever resoiting to unnecessiiy hostilities, still, I lemaiLod m 
passing over lite events, he reframed from giving his opimons fully 
either of men or things He touched on Italy, and hmented the 
sad state of tMngs existing there, which ho thought it easy enougii 
to improve, if the parties concerned were either willing or knew 
how to set to work. lie said nothing very distinct of Germany, 
hut seemed to think that Austria had made a narrow escape in her 
late conflict with Hungary, though he refrained from expressing 
any sympathy with either party. He talked of Eussla at mora 
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leiiglli, and ivithout seeking to underrate tte spirit of Iicr people 
or tlie vigor of lier Sovereign, lie showed no apprehension of her 
vaunted militaiy power and resources. In sJiorf, he expressed 
himself like a mnn not afraid to cope with her if circumstances 
made it necessary, and I infciTcd his opinion was that things were 
tending in that direction. 

He spoke vciy freely of the United States, and in the kindest 
spirit. The two nations, hia own a 1 mil e he said, were essential 
to each other, and though occaa on Ij am ht arise from diplomatic 
mianndoratandiiigs, still any fatal 1 ^ ement he considered out of 
the question, I made no efforts to a tj n more than his Loid- 
ship chose to declare, though I was cm o s enough to know what 
were his real notions of policy towa 1 the United btatei, , whether 
he feared the extension of o u t \ a 1 secretly iimcd to 
prevent it. I alluded natui lly to Ce t 1 Ameiici and the 
sciuabble then going on between the rival funetionaiies m that 
quarter of England and the States, Messrs. Chatheld and bquiers, 
whose peppery con-espondence was creeping into the journals 

" Yes," said his LordsMp, " n y a^e t there is 1 playmg too 
much zeal, and I must recall h m 

He refrained from saying vhit spec il b s ness he was sent 
there on, and 1 thought it wo dd he p es mptuo to uige tlio 
question further. 

By this time we had reached a k nd of Ob toy on the 
grounds, which, on ascending afforled a con mdug i ew of the 
lovely landscape ai-onnd. On return ^ to ierra fi ma we found 
a large congregation of peasants, of hott sexes, just m from tho 
haiTest, and who had spied the Lord of the Manor across the field. 

" Long live yer Lordship," cried the boldest of the throng, 
and uproarious cheers followed this mannerly eselamatioa. 
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" Well, ivlio's the treasurer amongst you," iEquirecl Ms Lord- 
sMp. A hat was instantly held up, when, their generous kiicllord, 
tliiowing in a haadsome douceur, passed rapidly on Ma way, 
leaving a roaring sea of enthusiasm behiud. 

The next morniag at breakfast I announced my intention of 
leaving that afternoon for town, when her Ladyship was kind 
enough to express regret at my early departure. His Lordship 
walked with me fi;om the breatfast-room into the library, when he 
remarked, 

" In our conversation yesterday your views seemed to coincide 
singularly with mine, more especially as regards France and the 
United States ; and if yon have nothing better to do, what do yon 
say to aiding mo to keep the peace, for I hear that you are a good 
deal connected with the Press in both countries," 

I was as mucli surprised as flattered at this frank and sudden 
proposition, which, however, emliarrassed me not a little. 

" If I thought I could, in my humble way, he of any use to 
your Lordship," I replied, " and especially to the great cause in 
question, I certainly should — " I stopped to reflect a moment. 

" Well, think it over," said his Lordship, remarking my hesi- 
tation, " and let me know. As to compensation, I'll make that 
easy." With that the noble Secretary of State retired to hia 
cabinet. I was struck with the business-like way he did things, 
and that he wanted no work he was not willing to pay for. 

I had, certes, abundant matter for rumination, hat after 
turning it over in my mind, I was no nearer to a conclusion tlian 
before. What puzzled me then and long afterwards was to know 
what I really could do to make myself at all useful to the Foreign 
Office of England. To be sure I had relations with the French 
Press and all the heads of French parties. I was widely conneeted 
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witTi tie PresB hhiI public men of my unl y Yet I was 

Blow fo 1 ' t wl t t I Id t th advantages, 

unless I k w tly li t th w h d t pui^oses of 

the astute &t t m n t tli li ! f li 1 Oft . These I 

knewnoa 1) t d th f p d d tl expediency 

of accepti fimt thtnltb p<nttHij views, or 
which I migl t b hi t di h My ty w , cei'tainly, 

iufiatcd n t tS t h a p LI Pahnerston eon- 

descendin t nh t my b 1 1 Id n t h Ip thinking 

that he was misled into gieatly overrating them. In any case, I 
decided not to accept his Lordship's offer till I bad revolved it 
furfher. 

Whilst at lunch that day, my gracious hostess proposed a short 
drive lo the old chm-ch of Eomsey, which was one of the curiosities 
of the neighbourhood, and tliat I bad ample time, her Ladyship 
assured me, to see before starting. Nothing could be more in- 
tei-esting than its q^uaiut antiquity, as I found on inspection, and I 
surveyed it with that peculiar relish which an Ameriean only can 
feel at sight of objects hallowed by the associations of another a^e, 
and stamped by the corroding footprints of time. So habituated 
are we to what is new and fresh in the handiworks of man— so accus- 
tomed to associate with what is old ideas of meanness and inferiority, 
emanating from sight of tberudoand clumsy structures of our colo- 
nial state some ninety years agone, that when on coming to Europe 
we contemplate, for the first time, " the solemn temples, the gorgeous 
palaces, and cloud-capt towers," encrusted with the rust of cen- 
turies, and alive with the memories of great men and atartlin"- 
deeds, denoting the wealth, taste, and civilization of times long 
anterior to the discovery of our Continent, we experience a rush of 
emotion as novel as overpowering, and which, for a time, breaks 
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up and confounda our settled preconcepfiona and deep-rooted 
iUusions. 

The splendid piles of continfiutal arcKiteotore aivalcen wonder 
and admii-atiou ; but far other chords are touched by the iyy- 
erowned and unpretending village church of Enghind, such as the 
one I am speaking of, where the simple slab, insei-Jbed with the 
familiar Saxon name, brings vividly home to an American the 
touching fact that the countiy of his birth is but an off-shoot of 
the parent-stock around him, and his prejudices melt, and his sen- 
sations change as he recognizes that so far from the new and 
■ original creation he fancied himself, he is none other than the 
recent descendant of some English pilgi-im. The impressions of 
an Araerienn on visiting Europe vary naturally with the tempera- 
ment and character of the individual ; hut the coar&ost mind cannot 
fail to nndergo strange modifications, whilst the reflecting and sen- 
sitive must vibrate to its innermost depths. It is natural that 
England should appeal the strongest to American thoughts and 
feelings; but language, literature, and de&oeiit apart, there is a 
picturesque beauty in its landscape, a neatness and comfort in its 
homely, but decent villages, a real gi'andeur in its castles and' 
lordly mansions, with a teeming lioliness in the broad lands that 
auiTound them, that inspire the unimpassioned with earnest admi- 
ration, whilst they waft a poetical nature into the regions of 
enthusiasm. 

I remarked, amongst other objects of interest, in the Church 
of Eomsey, a plain marble tablet to the memory of the father of 
Lord Palmerston, whereon his virtues were feelingly recorded in 
cJioice Latin by his dutiful son. 

In bidding adieu to ray noble host, I informed him that I would 
do myself the honor of writing in two or three days my reply to 
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his flattering proposition. As I haci spoken of visiting Berlin 
■before returning to Paris, Lord Palmeiatoii was bo kind as to give 
me a letter to tlie British Charge d' Affaires at that plaCGj which I 
accepted with a profusion of thanks. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



i VISIT TO THE rOEEIGN OFFICE. 



On my return to Loridon I renewed my deliberations on tlie 
novel and seducing prospect of entering into connection with the 
British Foreign Office. I had at the time another scheme in my 
head, which had temptations of its own, and promised ample re- 
muneration for the time and attention bestowed on it. Still 
pohtical occupation was more to my taste, and the chance of 
plajii^ a part, however humhlc, in the affairs of the thi'ce leading 
nations of the world, England, France, and the United States, 
was a consideration that appealed not so mufh to my vanity or 
ambition, but I hope to less selfish fedmgs, and which, finally, 
•overcame all doubts and scruples. If I had thought for a single 
moment that the covert object in view was to entice me into re- 
nouncing that allegiance to my native country and her interests, 
which every right mind and sound heart must cherish as one of 
the most sacred duties and noblest of sentiments, I should have 
shrunk from the offer as an insult and a disgrace ; or had I sup- 
posed that my services would be required for executing the de- 
signs and promoting the aggrandisement of England to hei! 
exclusive profit, if not to the detriment of her rivals, I would 
equally have declined the task proposed. Believing, however, 
that the profound statesman and practical politician at the head of 
Her Majesty's foreign policy, saw distinctly that the period had 
arrived not onlyin the career of England, but the world's history, 
when the advantage of one nation could not be secured at the 
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saciilico of the rest, but tint nitions, like iiidmluils were 
mi ti ally dependent, and tln,t Piovidence had cleaily designed the 
fmt riiity of mankind by gimg lo eich sepaiafe facditiea for 
sipplymg the wants of all, (.onvinced thit Loid I'llmeiaton bad 
the intdl gence to perceive this great fundamental tmth, the 
energy to ma ntaia it, and the capacity to apply it , satisfied that 
hia ] jrpose was to foster sentiments of esteem between the thiee 
gieit nations in the van of civdisation — to subdue then en- 
mities — to abate their prejudices — to inciea'se then friendly lela- 
tons, with a view to eabincini; the matenal prosperity of ill, 
levi ng eacli to decide for itself all doinestii. questions of politics 
•» d morals forming such conclusions a= thesL, I saw nothing in 
the offer to become a satellite of the English Foreign Office, that 
was not honourable and in. the highest degree attractive. I aban- 
doned, therefore, aE previous projects, gave up my visit to 
Berlin, wrote to the noble Viscount that I was ready to enter into 
the arrangement suggested, and went off to Paris to put myself iu 
connection with the Hon. Mr, Edwardes, as indicated by his Lord- 
ship in ease my decision was in the affirmative, 

I was anxious to know what functions would be assigned to me, 
and I was a good deal more puzsled to divine what I was fit for in 
the way of diplomatic service. I had no experience of the kind up 
to this time. My life had been of a desultory and somewhat vagrant 
description. After scrambling through the University, running 
through a course of law, I had given the most of my time to 
travelling, interspersed with episodes rather more eccentric than 
pi-ofitable. To be sure, I had always taken a deep interest in 
politics in the largest sense. The go\eminent of mantind liiid 
ever seemed to me the most mysterious and complicated of 
problems, and in traversing the nations of Europe and Asia, I was 
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not SO absorbed by tlieir amuseineEts as to neglect casting a keen 
and sympathetic glance at the different conditiona of men as 
shaped and modified by the institutions of different ages. Ths 
essays I had thrown off so hastily for a French journal conveyed, 
in part, the results of my observations and refiection. Still, I had 
never been trained to any administrative work, or employed on 
any political mission of any kiiid. The idea, therefore, of putting 
on diplomatiobarness— receiving sftwf^instractions— of being em- 
ployed on occuli jobs, or engagedinmystifyingto unravel mystery, 
and this, too, for a foreign country, usually regarded as a foo to my 
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My amiable friend and sponsor, tho Hon, Mr. Edwardes, at Paris, 
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to whom I reported myself or ray arrival, was Just one of those 
diplomatic mysteries that was sure to lead me astray. He had 
the air of a man with liis safety-valves screwed down, so to speaV, 
full of the most important seci'efs ready to hurst out and scatter 
confusion, if his power of suppression did not keep them under. 
This was no affectation of manner, hut the effect of usa^e. I 
expected my cautious Mentor to tnhe off the mask before his 
Telemaehus, and to initiate me into all the arcana 1 had a right to 
know before I could hope to make myself useful— hut not a bit of 
it. Whether he thought me accomplished in all the rouenes of his 
cjuft, or wanted confidence in me, or that he really had nothing to 
confide, quite likely, I know not; but instead of information to 
guide me, all I got were perplexing hints that led me into out-of- 
the-way conclusions, and which, without a miracle interposed, 
would some day carry one or both of us down into some bottom- 
less quagmire of discomfiture. This quiet game of bo-peep was 
one day interrupted by my diplomatic friead asldng me ",to write 
something." This was a startling request. 
" About what ?" I demanded. 

" What you please," he replied. " I want to see your stylo." 
This suggestion was not at all to mj taste, and somewhat 
offensive to my pride. It was treating me very like a schoolboy 
who is requested to do some ciphering to show hia proficiency. I 
interpreted the real purpose of the Hon. Mr. Edwardes as only to 
get at my opinions, whieh I should have been too liappy to express, 
viva voce, if he had stated the subject. To write something about 
nothing is not a veiy inviting task ; but it struck me that, perhaps, 
I might sail round my wily ally by writing some slipshod matter 
that would force him into criticism. I do not know whether ho 
penetrated my design, but nothing could be more amusing than hia 
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Buvprise, wliioh sflon clmnged into round abuse, of what I had 
done. He expressed himself with a hearty hluntiiess that pro- 
voked my mirth. 

"That's downright trash," he exclniiiied, looking over my 
manuscript. 

" You don't mean it ?" I said, affecting astonishment. 

" What in the world did yoa write this stuff for ?" he continued. 

" Only to oblige you." 

" That won't do," And lie put my MSS. into the fire. 

" What's to be done now?" I queried, laughing outright. 

" You must write something I can send over to Broadlands," 
was his rejoinder. 

" Indeed I" I said, growing serious ; " that's another affair. 
But what topic this lime ?" 

" You must select your own." 

*' Suppose I take the present condition of France," I suggested, 
with a knowing look. 

" That will do," he replied, with a smile. 

I saw I must make an effort on which my fortunes depended. I 
didn't like the job at all, but there was no help for it, and so I set 
to work, I began a pamphlet with a T'rench title, la Trance, g^ue 
veul elk, (What does Jranoe wish), and then proceeded to solve 
the enigma after my own fashion. In discussing the condition of 
France, I natm'ally commented on the state of Europe generally, 
and added some side-views of Lord Palmerston's poOcy, which I 
earnestly applauded. An episode on the growing power of the 
middle class I took some pains with. After writing a portion of 
the above, I sent it into my literary taster, and he expressed 
himself with the same pithiness as before, but in a more eomplt 
meiitary tone. 
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" Admirable 1" he asserted, " nothing could be better." 

" Shall I finish itP" I enquired. 

" "By all means, il's just the thing." 

When my tnsk was done, I waited patiently for the next moye, 
for my pi-obation had slackened ray ardor somewhat. In a short tirae 
after this I received an intimation from the Hon. Mr. Edwardcs 
that I had bettei- make a second visit to Broadlands, and report 
myself to Lord Palmcrsfon, who would give me the requisite 
instructions as to my work. He desired me to carry my MSS. 
along with me to lay before his Lordship, as he had only conveyed 
to hira his opinion of it. Inferring, of course, that he had authority 
for such advice, I left Paris in a day or two for Southampton, only 
seven railes from Broadlands, whence I wrote to its noble owner 
that I had come again to England at the suggestion of Mr. Edwardcs, 
and would be flattei'ed by an interview with his Lordship at such 
time and place as would suit his eonvenience. I thought it likely 
he would name a day to see me in London. I despatched my note 
by a messenger, and the same afternoon received the following 
answer :— 

Broadlands, IGtb Ootobur, 1856. 



1 am still here, and shall remain here for ten days longer, 
therefore, if you wish to soo me, you must do me the favour to come 
here. Call yott do so this afternoon P We dine at the saBie hour 
as when you were here, and you will find your room ready. 

Yours faithfully, 

Henm Wikoit, Esq. PALMEUSTOU. 



a not a little gi'aliflcd at the cordial tone of this invitation, 
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Mr. Edwardes of the soundness of my views. I waited upon bis 
Lordship before dinner, whom I found hard at work at a higb desk, 
in a spacious room, surrounded by bookcases. He bid me be 
seated, and, saying that be h d n t b d n nt dui th d 
to glance at my lucubrations b dm to bmabf 

analysis of what I bad written I did h h n}ly 

marked that T had gone ovei a w 1 g d anltl th w 
I had done justice to it. Ih b pi ant ii h m n his 
Lordship seemed indisposed ttlkplt It hddhtly 

on French affairs, to which h esj nd d b fly \\ th ut p 
meditation, I asked him wh t b tl u bt f L ui N i 1 n a 
chances. This was coming too close, I could see, for tha noble 
Secretary turned abruptly round on his chair, got np, put his back 
to the fire, and then said, with great caution, " Well, he has made 
no mistake yet." This was explicit enough for a Minister of 
State. It was apparent that Lord Palmeraton thought fayouvably 
of the future of the French Prince President from his untiualified 
encomium of his past. To say the President had made no mis- 
takes amid the trying difficulties be had contended with, was to 
award high praise to his statesmanship. 
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I tlien declared to Lord Palmerston my readiness to enter into the 
arrangement te bad proposed, when, expressing his satisfaction, 
he desired mc, on going tp to London, to call on Mr. H. U. Ad^ 
dington. Under Secretary of State, at tiie Toreign Office, his aller 
ego, as his Lordship styled him, and that he would shajie my 
matters to xd.-^ liking, 

I left Broadlands the following day for London, where, npoii my 
arrival, I called at the IPoreign Office, in Downing Street. I was 
shewn hj the messenger on service into an ante-room, a krge 
dingy apartment,.wlierc, after giving my card, I was desired to 
wait till Mr. Addington was disengaged. After a brief detention, 
I was conducted into the private room of the Under Secretaiy of 
State. He was a man of some fifty years and npwards, very erect in 
stature, with a cold and formal manner, and a severe expression of 
face. He desired me to be seated, and proceeded at once to 



" Lord Palmerston infoi-ms me," he said, " that you are to he 
employed in the Foreign Office." 

"Yes, Sir," I returned, with an affable smile, which was ijuite 
thrown away, 

" What do you expect in the way of salary P " 

"Why, really," I said, hesitating, "I have not thought of the 
matter." 

" I have instructions to arrange it," continued the Under Se- 
cretary J " will you say what sum will do ? " 

I saw that ceremony was wasted on this model of an adminis- 
trator, 80, after reflecting a moment, I replied, " I'our or five 
hundred wiU do to begin with." 

"VeryweU. Tour salaiy will be five hundred pounds a-y ear, 
paid quarterly, to begin fmm the lirst of this month." 
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As my utility was quite uncertain, I tliought tliia compensation 
very liberal, and was going to saj sOj but a glance at tte impas- 
sive countenance of the Under Secretary elieckcd me. His busi- 
ness was simply to carry out the instructions of the Minister, a 
mere matter of routine, in which he had neitlier interest nor rea- 
ponsibiHty. I'inding that Mr. Addington was standing quietly 
with his back to the fire, wholly absorbed, apparently, withholding 
up his coat tails, I rose, and inquired if he had any instraotions to 

" No, I have not." 

" Shall I call, then, another day ? " 

" Where is your address ? " 

"Loudon Hotel, Albemarle Street." 

"I will write to you when I am instructed." 

By this time 1 was congealed down, to the frigid level of Mr. 
Addington's manner, and so bow'ng v'th the utmost gravity, I 
retired without uttering another vo d The su shuie out of doors 
soon restored me, and as I stiulled home arl icro s 'it James's 
Park, I found myself in a rathe buoy nt st o of m nd. Five 
hundred a-year suddenly adde 1 to the come of a s „!e man, is 
not at all calculated to excite d sagreeable en ot ons an 1 I really 
wondered how the Under Secretary could display such extraordinary 
apathy in doing so pleasant a tiling by anybody. But that was 
not all. There was the dignity of my new calling. To find one's 
self abruptly translated into the upper air of official life, with no 
more effort than in stepping in and out of the ascending machine 
at the Colosseum ; to feel yourself no longer one of the common 
herd, who have never had to do with affairs of state; to imagine 
that in the great diplomatic machine which is at work all the world 
over, you ai'e henceforth to figure as a screw of more or less im- 
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portanoe, with tlie reserved power always of disturbing its laove- 
meiits if you can't aid them ; to know, in short, that you are 
actually enrolled on the staff of the British Foreign Office, with 
Lord Palmerston at its head, and £500 a-year to back you, without 
being able to comprehend by what magic you ever got there ; if all 
this was not enough to make your blood tingle and your head ijuite 
giddy on a fine bracing day in October, I would like to know what 
would. It is easy to imagine that, in this elastic frame of feeling, 
and witb so pleasant a prospective before me, I awaited, in perfect 
beatitude, tho solemn summons of the Under Secretary to return 
from whence I came, and receive the mission I was destined for. To 
me, by this time, it was a matter of extreme indifference how I waa 
disposed of, for, as the Soman boasted that " Every road led to 
fiome," I might with equal confidence feel that every employment 
led to honor. In the course of a feiv days I received the following 
note ;— 

Mr, Addmgton presents his coraplimoiits to Mr. "VVikoiF, 
and, by dcsiro of Lord Palmerston, requests that Mr. Wikoff will 
call on Mr. Addington at the Foreign Office this day, between 3 and 
4 o'clock p.m. 

Foi-eigii Office, 22nd October, 1850. 



I complied punctually with this invitation, and was received in 
thS same matter-of-fact way as before. 

" 1 seat for you," said Mr. Addington, raising his head from his 
stand-up desk and dropping his eye-glass, " simply to infoi'm you 
that it is not quite decided where to employ you ; that ja now under 
consideration." 
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" Very well, Sir." I returned in my blandest tone, and with a 
emile meant to be irresistible, " I am at your disposition." 

" When that point is settledj" continued the Under Secretary, 
just as grim as ever, "I will send for you again." 

" Anything further ?" I asked, after a brief pause. 

"Nothing for the present." 

A mutual salutation ended my second visit to the T'oreign Of- 
fice W'tl ut doubting for a moment the "Under Secretary's admi- 
rabl adapt t on o his office, I inwardly prayed, whilst there waa 
yet t m that I night not fall under his chilly supervision. I feel 
an in !unt ly erence for one of your phlegmatic men, free from 
th al at o s of passion, whose judgment must be sounder and 
th ir nl tm regular than that of weaker people, but so little is 
my nature in harmony with these, that I shrink up like a sensitive 
leaf when I come in contact. To my surprise, only two days later, 
came a second appel from the Foreign OfEce to this effect — 

Mr. Addingtou requests that Mr. "WitofF will have the goodness 
to call on him at this office either to-day or to-morrow after 2 o'clock, 
p.m. 

Foreign OiEce, 2itb October, '50. 



Brief as it waa I recognised something less repelling in this 
note than in the first, and I began to hope that Mr. Addington 
would gradually relent when he had once overcome that invincible 
repugnance to strangers, characteristic of an insular people, but 
carried to the verge of impoliteness by an English aristocrat. I 
called promptly at 3 o'clock p.m. of the day I received the above 
note, and waa admitted to Jlr. Addington's sanctum a moment 
after sending in my card. I had augured correctly, for tho' Mr. 
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Addingtoti's ooimtenance underwent no relaxation, at least notiing 
approaching to tlie fnvoI% of a smile, yet its sternness had sub- 
sided. His manner, too, tlio' not positively pleasant, had far less 
of the o^i profanum vulgm in it. I began to cherish the fancy 
that r should jet creep through the crevices of his official armor. 
Putting his back to the fire, his favorite attitude, he said— 
"Well, it is deeided you are to go to Paris." 
" I am very glad of it," escaped me involuntarily. 
" It is thought you raav be more useful there." 
" I hope so," was m* answer, tho' secretly consideiing if such 
was likely to be the ease. 

" I think," continued Mr. Addington, " that you will be put in 
connection with my colleague. Lord Stanley of Alderley, whose 
functions are more political than mine,"* 

I was near expressing my satisfaction at this without reflecting, 
but checking myself I simply said — 
"Tery well. Sir." 

"■When are you ready to leave for ParisP" 
"To-day, if necessary." 

" Suit youi- convenience," said tho Under Secretary rather blandly, 
" and on your arrival report yourself to the Marquis of Normanby, 
to whom I will give you a letter," 

"As you please. Sir." I replied, "but if it will save you any 
trouble, Ml-. Edwardes can introduce me in my new capacitv, for 
I know his Lordship akeady." 

Little did I dream at the tune of all the treuble this unlucky sug- 
gestion would cost me. The Under Seci-etaiy reflected a moment— 
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"Verj well,"here]]iai'keil, "let Mr. Edwardes introduce you. 
The !es3 written tte better." The caution of the esperienced offi- 
cial revealed itself in this shreird phrase. 

" Have you any instructions to give me ?" I enquired. 
" Your instructions aa to Prance," returned tlie Under Secretary, 
"you will receive from the Embaagy at Paiia, but our policy to- 
wards the United States will be explained to you shortly, either by 
Lord Palmerston himself, or through another channel, as he 
may direct." 

I bowed my acquiescence. 

"As there ia nothing to detain me longer in London, I shall he 
off at once to Paris," I remarked, 

" It would he just as well," replied Mr. Addington, moving 
t dhdk adlwly pi ttp 
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important nature that care was necessary in imparting it to a petson 
that might not appreciate it, or who might possibly be averse to 
carrying it out. Up to this time all that I had said or written 
was conscientiously conceived and loyally uttered, but so practised 
a diplomatist as Lord Palnierston might infer more or less than 
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I was, as jet, wholly ignorant of the employment to be assigned 
to me, or of the tasks to be executed, slill my mind was firmly 
made up to do nothing repugnant to my ooni lef ions, or contrary to 
what I conceived to t>e the nue poncy to pursue. How far a 
Sfatesman of Lord Palmerston s extiaoidmiry ability would suffer 
independence in a humble subordimie iemim=>d to be seen. I waa 
entirely satisfied from ill thit bad transpired thit the policy of the 
noble Secretary of State towards France was to favour the interests 
of the Prince Louis Napoleon 30 far as he could go without positive 
interference with the domestic affairs of the nation. I apprehended 
no disagreement with his Lordship on this ground, for all my hopes 
of France were founded on the extension of the President's tenure 
of power, 

^ t 1 11 TJ t d States, I did fear the possibility of 

"^ f 11 n nth the opinions of Lord Palmerston, 

1;'' I I li d tl a what he had said on my first visit to 

^ !1 1 t J t f h apprehension. The subject, then, 
I w w ly all d d t not discussed, and it might turn out 
th t h L I I p t t d conclusions in many points opposite 
t m I f It d ly us of my littleness alongside of a 

p 1 1 I T t f th f f Lord Palmerston; still I was con- 

d tl t I k w f m of my own country than did any 
■^ 1 a St t n m tter what his skill or experience. 

TI d t (, I meant to yield, 

I knew what should bo the policy of England towards the United 
States, but I did not know whether Lord Palmerston would look 
in fho same direction as I did. The traditions of the Foreign 
Office,, and the prejudices of his class, might bias his views ; or 
had he the force and the desire to rise above both, if he saw the 
inieresta of his country demanded it. This I believed. Should 
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it turn out otherwise, tlien, my tenure of attaclies'nip to the Foreigu 
Office would be short-lived, for I never could consent, calmly, to 
obey instmctions that I considered, on, superior inowledge, to he 
disastrous to the cause I hati undertaken to serve. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



L DIPLOMATIC TKIUMPH. 



I reeeiveJ the liearty congratulations of the Hon. Mr. Edwardes, 
on my return to Paris, at the final consummation of my connection 
with the Foreign Office, and in return I made hira ray warm acltnow- 
ledgmonts for the part he had in the matter. We dined together 
at the CqfdPhiUppe by way of celebrating the event, and over our 
demi-tasse I made known to him, amongst other details, that Mr. 
Addington had offered to me a letter for the Marquis of rTormanby, 
but that I had reserved for hira the satisfaction of presenting me. 
My friend's countenance underwent a marvellous change. 

"A letter to the Marquis of Normanby, did you say ? " and he 
regarded me with astonishment. 

*' Yes," I repeated, surprised in ray turn, " Mr. Addington pro- 
posed my taking a letter to the Ambassador, explaining ray position, 
but I suggested your presenting me to him would do as well." 

"Indeed!" he slowly responded, and sunk into a fit of deep 
reverie. 

I was singularly puzzled at the strange mixture of wonder and 
disappointment manifested by Mr, Edwardes at so simple and natural 
an incident. After cudgelling my brains for awhile, I broke in 
upon bis meditations by abmptly asking what there was in my 
bringing over a letter to the Ambassador that struck him as so 
very odd. 
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"Why," he said, rousing himself, " I thought the thing was to 
be on a different footing altogether." 

"How so?" I enquired. 

" I supposed," he contiaued, " that the Ambassador was to 
knovY nothing at all of your conueetion with the foreign Office." 

" Indeed I" I said, beginning to get a little perplexetl, " with 
whom, then, was I to consult in Paris ? " 

" With me, of course," returned Mr. Edwardes, " and I cannot 
understand the motive of this aew arrangement." 

Hero was a hitch at the very start of my diplomatic career, and 
it seemed ominous. 

" "Well, what is hest to be done ? " I demanded, after a pause iu 
our conversation, " the matter had hetter be settled in one way or 
the other." 

" You are right," be returned, " it had better be decided, so I 
will write lo-morrow over to Broadlands to know if you are to he 
presented or not to the Marquis of Nornianby," 

" It's of no gi'eat importance, after all," I declared, " for I shall 
report from time to time direct to Mr. Addington as to what I am 
about," 

Whether Mr. Edwardea thought it worth his while to write or not, 
I don't know ; but in toucliing on the same topic a few days later, 
he seemed anxious to divert me from seeing the Ambassador. 

" What's the use of your going to Lord ^forraanby ? " he re- 
marked, " he would only turn you over to his Private Secretary ; 
that would be the end of it. I am far fitter than he is to advise 
with you. Never mind Lord Normanhy — we can get on without 

This was the tenor of hia remarks whenever the subject came up, 
but it was clearly the first intention of Mr. Addington I should 
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meet the Ambassador. I was in doubt whether it had been differ- 
ently decided, or wnether Mr. Edivardes was anxious to monopolize 
me for objects of hia own, PearingI might get into some difficulty, 
I was half disposed to go direct to Lord Normanby, but I was 
reluctant to risk offending ray friend Edwardes, whom I liked iu 
spite of his oddities. Still my position was an embaiTasaing one. 

Before beginning such a Job as I had in band, I ought, as a 
matter of course, to have consulted at length with some competent 
pai-ty relative to my proceedings at Paris. I knew from my 
conversations with Lord Palmerston at Broadlands, tfiat his 
intentions were pacific towards Prance, and highly friendly to the 
President of the Republic ; but there were a multitude of minor 
details upon which I might from time to time require information, 
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differences amongst tliemselvea, (Key cordially disliked, was really 
an enterprise tliat may liave testified to my pluck more than it did 
to my common sense. Yet I was inspired by so noble a cause, 
for the smallest success would contrihute more or less to tlie good 
f tl e e gr^at nations and to the o^nerol interests of humanity 
I tl t IP k th Edt f til P P t 
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journalism were as rapid and fieroe m their abusive discharges as 
those of smaller calihre. The first journal in circulation at that 
moment was Le Sle'de, esceeding 40,000 daily. It advocated the 
moderate Eepnhlic, and was conducted with great ability and 
earnestness of tone. The Sie'cle had taken the popular side from 
its origin, and its escutcheon was free from attdn of incoii3l''tency 
or corruption. I r^rctted to see this powerful journal, bitter as 
it was able in its diatribes against England, doing so much mis- 
chief, and I selected it as the first and most important mai-k for 
me to circumvallate as best I could. 

I procured a letter to its Editor, Louis Perroe, and made his 
acquaintance. We had several friends in common amongst the 
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I held stranger batteries id reserve, wbicli were destined, however, 
for another party; for after a long conversation, the Editor-in- 
Chief said : 

"I would like you to see M. Lamai-ohe; he wtites all our 
foreign articles, and has our entire confidence. Converse with 
him, and convince him if you can." So saying, he wrote me a 
few lines of introduction to the Editor specially charged with the 
foreign department of the Sie'ole, and I took mj leave with 
thanks. 

I foUoived up ray advantage by calling immediately upon M. 
Lamarche. I knew something of his antecedents, and they were 
all against my hopes. He had seen both militaiy and naval 
service under the first Napoleon, and had the ill-luck to be taken 
prisoner by the EngUsh, and to be detained till the close of the 
War in the hnlks at Portsmouth, There was reason enough for 
his prejudice against the English, and I regretted to have so 
tough a subject to begin with. 

Nothing could be less conciliating thau .the manners of M. 
Lamarche, I found, on first acquaiutauce. He had all the h-us- 
querie of the French soldier, without being tempered fay the usual 
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suavity of French courtesy. His face had a crabbed rather thao a 
stern sxpYession, but Ms eye redeemed it, for it sparkled with intel- 
ligence, not unmixed with ffoodnesa. His voice was harsh, but 
his avticulatiou veiy distinct. Though L'o\^h, he was exceedingly 
off-hand; and I was quite it home with him in five minutes. He 
talked with great volubility ; his information was vast and various, 
and his memory of men and events was prodigious. It required no 
little nerve to make head against rach a torrent of ideas and recol- 
lections as poured lite a Niagara apon the overpowered listener of 
M. Lamarche. 

In my first interview with this very superior man, I was sin- 
gularly struck with the unalloyed common-sense of all hia views 
and opinions. The ^French temperament is ardent, and a .calm and 
exact perception of things is rare, especially on political topics, 
where their feelings mostly run off with their reason. M.. Lamarclie 
had seen a gi'eat deal of the world ; his knowledge was copious, 
and his mind well balanced. Upon this I built my aspirations. 
His thirst for information was intense; and he never talked with 
any one without seeking to learn or teach him something. An 
American was a curiosity and a study for him, and he drew merci- 
lessly on my esperience. At the time I met M. Lamarche he had 
two favorite antipathies — England and slavery. Nothing could he 
unluckier for me. I saw him several times before I ventured to 
touch the first of these tender spots, and when I did he went off 
in one of his bursts of bilious vociferation that almost dismayed 
mo. I prudently drew him out several times in this way on different 
occasions, and never once essayed to remonstrate. I knew my 
boldness would have the better effect when I once began to speak, 
my mind freely. M. Lamarche only knew me as a patient listener 
and hardly dreamt I would ever venture to turn upon him with the 
vigour of ati assailant. 
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The day came, and it was over a pleasant dinner we took together, 
and which I secretly hoped would render him more pliable 
to the impression I desii-ed to make. We soon got upon politics, 
the orjy subject he relished; and the United States was discussed 
ia every point of view. He fell foul, as I expected, of our peculiar 
institution of slavery, and, admitting all he said on abstract 
grounds, I defended it hi a practical point oE view, and asked him 
to suggest a remedy for the evil. I kept him chafing violently 
against this favorite horror of this till Ms polemical spirit was 
somewhat subdued, when I whisked him suddenly over to England. 
"I see, M. Lamarche," I said, "that you are always battering 
away at your nearest ncighhoui's, the English." 

"Ah, cejf mcTes. Anglais! "(those infernal English!) he ex- 
claimed, with ineffable disgust, and emptied his champagne glass 
at 3 draught, as though washing down a mass of unpleasant 
souvenirs. 

"Do you know," I replied, in a pleasant tone, "that I am sur- 
prised that a man of your extraordinary intelligence should give 
way to a prejudice that belongs more to the 17th century than to 
the 19th; a prejudice, too, that your reason must condemn, that 
your national interests oppose, and, above all, that your aspirations 
PpW lit m 

Idtbl ^ILmh hd hi 

nttdldmtdthm dm t fmi 
A whrah dl fUft I . 

9^ H 1 bf mm t 1 t d t hhs 

ytU dflhlk dbUtmlo. 

^'^'l <! t ] h d H t ff I t 

pefedmplth f dflU h III 

nff t tl t 1 t th th m t t fi t wl, I f T 



I .y Google 



A DIPLOMATIC TRIUMPII. 119 

was carelessly awaiting to see the raal effect of my words after the 
fumes of his eholer had cleared away. I calculated accurately, 
for, findiiig I made no reply to his denunciatory phrases, he came 
rouud to the point where I knew I had touched him vitally. 

"Mats quel horrible paradoxe vov,s avez dit la!" (What a 
horrihle paradox you have uttered), he said, at length, " when you 
state my hopes as a Republican are damaged by assaiUng the 
aristocratic institutions of Englaud. It is just the contrary — " 
He stopped and looked curiously at me. 

" It 13 no paradox," I replied. " I repeat it is an egregious 
en'or, nay, worse, a downright absurdity in the Republican party 
of Prance, to assail England in so unmeasured a manner." I went 
on whiffing my cigar qnietly. 

" Une absurdite! " articulated M. Lamarche wiLh difficulty, and 
continaed gazing at me as though i^uite staggered. 

" ^Vhy, what can be clearer !" I returned. " What is a Republic 
if ,not a Constitutional Government ? and where can you find in 
Europe any model to justify your theories against the despotic creed 
but in England ? The English Government miy b" an 01i<rirchy 
yet it is not an 01 1 y t h 1 11 b t P ! m t j 

Oligarchy, the th i R p bl ht t t bl h 

1848, but are tlklyt d Tl ly h t 

the Ereneh E p bl t py f n tl t y y 

daily disparagi fm Pj' wqt tfdt I 

am far from recom 1 P 1 m t j G m 1 1 F 

which, before all t [ E t b t E 

land is the only t E p th Id h p t 

t n t tut 1 ! t d t t 1 wl fl y I 

1 ht f th th 1 t f il 1 1 1 b ty th h 

flou h d a St 11 g t luxu n th sands f imles j f 



I ..Google 



120 A DIPLOMATIC TSIUMPH. 

the parent soil, in tie United States. Now, it is surely not 
your object, M. Lamarche, nor that of any sane Eepublican, to 
write dowa representative institutions and whicli tlie Sie'cle- was 
founded expressly to uphold ; then why do you deciy England 
instead of eulogiaiag her ? You are not obliged to praise the aristo- 
cratic features of her Constitution, which I, as an American, do not 
like, but remember, that in England only, of ancient or modem 
times, the principle of representation has flourished and endured." 

I knewmy time had come, and I went on hammeringthe nail on 
the head in this fashion, resolved to pin doivn for ever, if possible, 
the anti-Engliah hobgoblin, that hanntcd the fancy of my new friend, 
M.Lamarche was asotdier beforehetookup thepen, and true to his 
craft, he endeavoured to make a bold front of it; but I saw his 
better part was cowed, that his mind misgave him. His face had 
a troubled appearance. He kept cracking up the filberts before 
him with astonishing vigour, exclaiming occasionally, during my 
tirades, " ah ca," or letting drop a phrase from the camp " ventre 
bleu," yet he did not seek to interrupt me. There was a tremen- 
dous commotion going on inwardly I could see, for logic was 
wrestling against the prejudice of years. 

" What you have said there is striking," he declared, rising 
to go. 

*' Yes, strikingly simpb," I replied, 

" II faul y reflechir" (it is necessary to reflect), he continued, 
and " I will lay what you have said before the Coimeil of Editors 
to-moiTOW." 

I was surprised at the progress I had made. 

" I beg yoii to do so," I said, eamestly, " for the Sepublie is 
in a critical state, and the policy of its best friends is doing it more 
harm than its worst enemies." 
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1 telt convinced tint I hid got a fii-m gia'ip on tlie commoD 
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S cle M BeiaaidandM Louis Jo 11 Ian I accepted readd^ aa 
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powerfil organ 

I fond mj new acquiintmces hke all Fienchnien whafevei 
their gnde or ocoupition peifect men of the woild easy 
minnered tree liom pieteos on iinetilkers and foil of 'jpmts 
"V^edscus^el ill manner of thmga as dinner went on and when 
the servants lelt us, M. Lamarche turned short round in his off- 
hand way and desired me to explain to his colleagues the views I 
had expressed the other day to him. I now saw the purport of 
mj introduction to these gentlemen, and I declared my mind as 
frankly to them as I had done on the first occasion. To my ex- 
treme satisfaction, M. Lamarclie sustained me, and to cover over 
his own conversion, he set to work adroitly to eonvinco his 
confreres that the Biecle waa on the wrong tack in fissailing repre- 
sentative institutbns, even, though, unfortunately, they existed on 
the soil of perfide Albion. 

Two or three more dinners followed this, and I rejoiced at this 
admirable opportunity of faimharising myself with the Republican 
m nl of B a ce n ts n ole at phase The end oi all this vas 
fi st tl at the S cle ceased abus ng Englnn 1 second tl t t 
b ^ n to t eat 1 er with fairness a d favo r a 1 1 t thou,,! most 
su 7) as ng of all instead of lepresent ng Lo 1 Palmerston da ly as 
the Mephistopl eles of tl e poht oal worl 1 t adn tte 1 his ah 1 1 
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tion to the mneh read journd of tie well known Eoile de Gitatdm, 
La Trem. It was condneted with great vigour by its owner, 
Giraidm, who employed the best talent he could find io its various 
departments, besides eontribnting to it daily the ptoduetions of 
his own unrivalled pen. The tone of La Trot' ^n unfriendly to 
Bngland, but its attaek. were chiefly levedod at Lord Pahne.stom 
I thought it might proceed from personal dislike, or, perhaps, 
item mistaken views of the charaelor and motives of the English 
Foreign Secretarv. I felt no deliiacy in approaching E. de 
Gir'ardin on the subject, for I knew him intimately, and I was 
quite satisfied if my representations convinced his mind he 
would abandon at once Ms spiteful clamour against lord Pal- 
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merstoa; for Girardin, thougli " notMng, if not critical," was 
never unjust from mere lo 'e of c ure. 
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" Four wiille et mille raUons" (for a thousand reasons), 

" B'abord" {in the first place) I said. 

" D'aiord," he repeated, hesitating', as though completely posed. 

It was probiibly the first time he ever reflected why he attacked 
him. Recovering himself, he said ; — 

" O'esl I'eunemi acharne de la Ranee" (he is the ferocious enemy 
of France). 

" Do you think aoP" I replied, doubtingly. 

" Gomment, is there any question of it ?" and away he weat into 
an angi-y description of the outrage committed against France in 
1840, when Lord Palnieraton gave a lesson to Mehemet Ali in 
Syria, 

" Yon must admit. Monsieur de Givardin,'' I said, after he had 
finished, " that it is an imperious aeoessity for the English GoTem- 
ment to maintain their footing in Egypt, as it is their highway to 

" Soit" (Be it so), hs answered. 

" Why, then, yon admit that Lord Palmerston only did what 
he would have hcen a coward or a traitor not to do in 1 840. It is 
clear that it was not to olfend Pranoe, or to diminish her influence 
in Egypt that ho attacked the Pasha, hut it was to save India from 
peril, which France had ceriainly no wish to see endangered. It 
was a bold act, but a necessary one, and the French are too 
valiant, ffi condemn, courage when occasi'jii calls for it." 

" It was pusillanimous in. our Government to suffer it." returned 
M. de Girardin, " but that poor man, Louis Philippe, sacrificed 
everything for pence." 

" It would have been madness in France," I continued, " to 
make war with England in '40. What interest had France to 
prevent Lord Palmerston struggling to keep the high-road open to 
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India ? None in tlie world. A great outcry was raised against 
M. Thiers and Louis Philippe at the time by the Opposition 
orators and joiinials, but the Governmcat knew piiLlie opinion forbad 
a suicidal war on such trifling graunds," 

" Mais ce Lord Palmerstoii Iravaille toajours et partout contre la 
M-mce" (but that Lord Paloierston is always working in every 
place against France), exclaimed De Girardin. 

" What proof have you of that ?" I demanded. 

Whilst he was trying to rake up the proofs, I went on to say 
that I had indubitable proofs that Lord Palmerston's sympa- 
thies were wholly French; thai, besides his admiration for la 
grande nation, he knew tliat the interests of his own country im- 
peratively demanded a fraternal alliance with France, and therefore 
it was impossible for him to risk a rapture by working against her 
aecretjy, or Otherwise," 

" It must be strong proof, indeed," declared de Girai'diii, incredu- 
lous, "to make me credit that," 

" Lord Palmerston used abnost this very language only a few 
weeks ago," 

"To whom?" cried de Girardin, astonished, 

" A noire seniteur," I replied, 

"ToyouP" 

« To me." 

" Comment done" said de Gii'ardln, his curiosity getting the 
better of him, " expliquez vtoi ioul cela" {eiplain iJl that to me). 

I then began to speak of my receut visit to Broadlands, and re- 
lated all the pleasant and sensible things said of Irance by the 
noble Secretary of State, and of his desire to cultivate in the in- 
terest of both nations the closest ties of amity, I might have 
added an additional proof of his sincerity by stating the object of 
his engagement with me, but I forbore doing so. 
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M. dft Girardin was visibly softened by my positiye testimony 
as to tbe sentiments and character oE Lord Palmerston so widely 
opposite to the opinions he had always entertained. We talked 
the matter over for some time, when the aggressive joumaliat 
seemed ijiclined to rally again. 

" Mali il se m^le de tout, my Lord Palmei-ston," (but he inter- 
feres in everything, my Lord Palmei'ston) he exclaimed, as tho' re- 
luctant to give up his prey. 

" Et vans" (and you), I said, laughing loudly, " what is there 
youi- impetuous activity does not interfere with? Woe to all Go- 
vernments if ever you become Minister for Pore^n Affairs." M. 
de Girardin ivaa obliged to laugh in Hs turn at this just retort, 
and he added good naturedly — 

" M bien ! I see I must be careful how I handle your noble 
friend hereafter." 

He was as good as his intimation, for I remarked that la Prenae 
took from that time a different view of Lord Palmerston's charac- 
ter and acts. 

Finding my victories so easily gained, I was not inclined to 
relax my exertions, but went on from conquest to compiest, even 
till I succeeded somewhat in subduing the deep-rooted asperity of 
Amedee Achard, whose Anglophobia was so rabid that he spared 
not even the cut of Lord Kormanby's coat, when no other object 
to vilify presented itself, 

I often met the sparkling /eai'i^isionisfe of the Assemble Nation' 
ale at the pleasant dinner table of M. Vandenbruok, of the Ame- 
rican banking house. Green and Co. I used to rally him on 
his worrying propensities. I threatened him once, if he did not 
suspend bis. attacks upon the unolFendin'g Ambassador, that I 
would some day carry him off to the Embassy vi et armis and 
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present Mm, The cliance of aiicK a contretemps befalling Mm had 
its effect, and by degrees Lord Normanbj'a name disappeared 
fcom the weekly ragout served up so piquQiitly by Amedee Aohaid. 

In short, I discovered that not only was tie character and ai=[)o- 
sition of the British Poreign Secretary totally misuaderstood 
by the Press of Paris, but that my representations of Mm were 
80 acceptable as to lead to an entire revolution in their opinions and 
expressions concerning him. I consider this, certainly, a most 
desirable result, as the prejudice of long years against Lord 
Palmerston was likely to militate more than anything else against 
that harmony and cordiality between the two nations so specially 
invoked by his Lordship. With a view to disabuse the minds of 
multitudes, as well as to remove arguments from the hands of those 
whose interest or passions urged them to seek the estrangement of 
England and I'l-ajioe, the idea occurred to me to draw up a 
conversation with Lord .Palmerston, not an imaginary one, in the 
style of the celebrated Landor, but an anonymous one, so far as the 
collocutor of his Lordship was concerned, and I knew that I 
could procure its insertion in nearly every journal of Pai'is et la 
Banlieu. 

I made a sketch of this sort, putting as exactly is I could re- 
call them his LordsMp's words into his own mouth again, but at 
the same time giving a precision to his hnguige, that would pre- 
vent it being " strained to grosser issue" thin was desirable. I 
felt duly sensible that evea in making an anonymous jeport of his 
Lordship's political views, every care must be taken not to expose 
him to. criticism or unpleasant comment I thought that I 
managed the thing with requisite caution, and when I finished 
the job, I laid it before my diplomatic su) neiUant, Mr. Edwardes, 
anticipating new congratulations upon the felicity of my conception. 
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To my astonish irent he fell foul of niy sclieme with a vigor of de- 
Eunciation that for a moment shook my notion of its propriety to 
the base. 

" What a horrible idea ! " he said, holding up his hands as if 
fbiinderstnick. 

"Indeed," I said, fumbling my MSS., and looking, I dare say, 
asDesdemona did when she asked "what innocent crime she'd 
committed ? " 

"Throw the stuff into the tire," Iio continued, "and don't think 
another moment of such an outrage." 

By this time I had recovered my composure, and so I asked 
liim to explain himself a little clearer, if he wanted to convince me, 

" Explain myself ! " he demanded. " Why, do you think, after 
publishing a gcntlcmau's conversation, you would ever be admitted 
to his house again ? " 

" That's a very high-bred notion of youi-s," I replied, seizing 
his idea at last. " Nothing could be more proper in the abstract, 
but nothing more irrelevant on this occasion." 

I was half disposed to say absurd, but did not. 

" Ii-relevant ! " ha echoed, as much shocked as ever, 

"What is more common now-a-days," I persisted, "than to 
publish conversations with distinguished men living and dead, and 
what can be more harmless, if every trait of the literary portrait 
revealed is to the honour and advantage of the party depicted P 
You know how much I have accomplished in overcoming preju- 
dices by true statements of Lord Palmerston's sentiments, and 
what possible objection can there ho to doing this in a moi-e com- 
prehensive way, since the object to be gained is so important." 

I soon discovered that argument was thrown away on my obsti- 
nate friend, who was sweUing to bursting with an overstrained 
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sense of propriety, wliicli I thought was entirely inapplicnlile to the 
case; hut I found it imijossible to reduce him to my view of the 
matter hy reason or logic, and so I decided at once to bary in 
the recesses of my portfolio the exoom muni oat ed manuscript, 
wbicli, beyottd a doubt, wag likely to effect much good, without 
any gieat damage to lea blens^anees. I had reason to believe, 
however, that the warmth of my friend Mr. Edwardes on this 
occasion had its source in another incident I see no objection to 
relating. 

I happened to encounter Lord Normanby, the Ambassador, at 
dinner one day, and on reminding him where I had the pleasure of 
meeting him occasionally in London some years before, he ex- 
pressed his readiness to renew my acquaintEince, and desired me to 
call on him. I did so a few days later, and naturally enougb in 
the course of conversation, I alluded to my connection with the Fo- 
reign Office, which I took it for granted had been mentioned to bira 
' by Mr. Edwardes, as he bad promised to do. Lord Normanby's 
surprise was extreme. He knew nothing at all about it, and there- 
fore I was under the necessity of giving him some explanation, 
referring him to Mr. Edwardes for further details. It turned out, 
however, that I gave Mr, Edwardes great umbrage by this seemingly 
harmless act of mine, which I regcetted but could not understand. 
He never vouchsafed me any explanation. I felt sure that Lord 
Palmerston never intended my appointment to remain unknown to 
the Ambassador at JParls, as is evident from Mr. Addington'a offer 
of 3 letter, and bow was I to know that Mr. Edwardes had neglected 
or forgotten to mention it. This incident, trilling as it was, led to 
consequences more grave that I may possibly mention in their 

pl.OB. 

That the Foreign Ofiicu might nut remain iir ignorance of wliat 
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I was about, I wrote over to Mr. Addington some brief details of 
what 1 have related ahove, and added siieU items of politieal in- 
formation 33 I thought would be interesting if not useful. I re- 
ceived soon after the following reply, which I considered satisfactory, 
as it encouraged me to ooutiuue ray k 



Estcourt, 27tli December, '50. 



I liave received jouy letter wMle en congg in tbe country, 
and have transmitted it to ray colle^ue, Lord Stanley [of Alderley), 
for Lord Palmeraton's information. 

' It will be better that yon should address your letters in futnre to 
Lord Palmerston, or to Lord Stanley (marking them " Private") 
through Her Majesty's Embassy at Paris. 



la; 



Yours faithfully, 

H. U. ADDINGTON. 



It was clear enough to me from this letter that Lord Palmerston 
desired to be tept informed of ray proceedings in Paris, and the 
direction given me to forward lay reports to the Foi-eign Office 
convinced me tliat I was not responsible to Mr. Edwardes, though 
it was apparent enough that he wished to asamne my diplomatic 
guaidianship. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Whilst occupied in the manner above related, my attention was 
constantly alive to passing events. Every succeeding month 
brought with it some new phase of the contest daily growing 
more distinct hetween the aggressive Assemhlj and their intended 
victim, the President. At length, in January, '51, the mask was 
thrown aside hj the Munarchists of the Assemhiy, and no paina 
were henceforth taken to conceal their intention to get rid of the 
Prince Louis Napoleoa at the earliest practicable moment. Pre- 
suming on his weakness they had, at first, endeavoured to dragoon 
him into ohedience. Finding him less pliant than expected they 
nest essayed the arts of flattery, and the coarser corruption of 
biibes. Discovering that he vFas as reluctant to yield to seduction 
as t d t t d bl dly CO d t th P 1 t 

p ty th M h t 1 th ir t mp d M Th 

1 h d th f phr wh h w d d t t 

t 11 f i ji (t ceiytptan dt 

th } d 1 d th p arbt t th d tm f T 

d th m J ty f th A mbly t tl It k t 

th b t d f pp sm th h ppy P d t wh by 

f t t m th t 1 f f t !i d d th p t 

Th K p bl n. ty Tstly J J d th f t 1 f 1 w 
h ttb mbt th M hcalmj ty dthPresd t 
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wlom tliey alilie detested, and both of whom thej deairoil heartily to 
see oveithi'own, in the expectation of jurap.ng into theiv places, and 
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of man that youi keen politician, is too apt to oveirate hia tricks, 
his canning, :md' devices, whilst he ignores that piercing common 
sense of the masses which now-a-days is a /ait accompli. ViTieu 
in the pride of intellect, and with all the pomp of oratoiy M 
Thiers, fi-om the height of the Tribune, avowed h 1 1 

contempt for the " vile multitude," I pitied his inf t t d 

deplored the fate that awaited him — the infallible pi t f 
hia ignorance oi" obslmacy. The " vile multitude" h g d 

France since 1789, aad what has been the fate of U wh h 
sought to guide it against its knowledge of its true int t b th 
Monarchists and Eepubhcans ? 
I built my faith on the President's future from his accurate 
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knowledge of tlie past, and his evident coinpieliens,ioii of the 
present, as revealed in his daily conduct. He seemed to leco^nise 
the fact that tl a p ei in FiaacB ^leite thin that of the 

Assembly o 1 n tl j ivei of public opinion and thit Ins 

obances of d t 1 p led upon his ability to inteipiot lis 

wishes. W 1 th 1 f CCdipus, ho undertook to solve the 

riddles of tl t bl jlyn^ Older, and libeitv so fai is 
compatible ti lad the miteiial development of Trance 
—it wasthQ h I I 1 I the enigma of the fiitme As far 
as it depend d 1 h t g^led to oaiiy out these eonclu-^ions 
of the popular min^J, and steadily avoided, his crowning act, to 
mix himself up with the factious proceedings of the Assembly. 

The President felt his airength increasing gradually as his 
cha cte became 1 ettei It own, not in Paris merely, but in all 
parts of F nee vh ch he visited in his summer tours. His 
speeche deai and co c ae as his Uncle's, but appealing to the 
sense rather than tl e pa s o s of the people, convinced them the 
Pres dent understood the r wants and interests. The acclamations 
wl ch testified to tl e r satisfaction at such a discovery were 
trau'ilated by tl e cyuica of the Assembly as the homage of the 
'' V le m It t de to a ^eat name. 

latlew te of 51 the Pi-esident began to prepare himself for 
the CO fl ct he 1 V a|i rodtcl ng — and his acts of daring resolution 
no V and then astounded the leaders of- all parties— but they 
attributed to caprice and temper what was the result of coui'age, 
sagacity, and decision. 

There was one event worth recalling, as it arrested the attention 
of all France. I have spoken already of General Changarnier as a 
guest of the President at the dinner I have recorded, Ho was, 
then, high in the esteem of the President and the public both for 
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Ms military reputation and grave character. The President 
investedhim with the command of the S" t D' " " ft! \ y 
as well as of the, Garriaon of Paris, a tot 1 f 10 OJO m 

Tliis was a high mark of confidence, b t tl t f h 

duties left nothing to be desired, and tte 1 t f th G 1 

wifh the President were for a long time 1 m d d 1 

Holding so iraportnnt a command, includ th m I [ y t 1 
of the Capital itself, made Genenl Cha yd 11 

acquisition, and the leaders of the Mo h 1 p ty 1 1 t 

win his ear, and seduce liim fiom his ill Ih i d 

of Changarnicr, and the populauty he j y d h 1 1 bt 

elicited a soaring Erabilion, an 1 wexkened h j d t It 

hinted to him that he might play the pa t f & 1 AT k 
again, and restore the exiled Dynasty. D d 1 k th t 

by the quiet deportment and silent hal t f tl P I t tl 
Genera! began to think himself the bette m f t! t U 

wonder, no doubt, why he should not b P d t w II 
General. Certain it is, he lent himself to th d t ] t d 
on him, and joined the cimp of the Monaichista. 

Tlus WIS soon known to the pnblie, who thought tint be had 
no bu=mess to take any pirl m pobtics, but ought to conhne 
himaclf to his mihtary duties alone The Momichists thought, 
and Changainier also, thit his populauty with the Army iins so 
great, that the Pieydent mould not daie di-^place hini, lest a 
miltaiy lebeUion might ensue A gre.t manj people thought 

Ihings went on in this critical way without offering the Prosi. 
dent any open cause of rupture. 

An incident occurred at last which not only afforded one, but led 
to another important result. During the course of the autumn. 
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the President ovdei'ed llie Army of Povis, somo 60,000 men, to bo 
maiiceuvred in portions at different times on the plains of Satory 
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was furnislied for the officers -iiid the men ncre supplied with a 
sausage and biseuit. This was knonn befoiehmd is the Pie- 
sident's intention ; and a great outcry was rii ed in the Assembly 
for this odious attempt, as it wis stigmitized, to coirupt the 
Army, and convert it into a Pi-Esfoiian bmd 

Tliis nonsense levelled agamst the Pieaideiit hid an eftect not 
anticipated. It offended the Army, who thought tho Assembly 
and its leaders niua£ put a low estimite on then Iionoi and intelU- 
genee to declare that a sausage or a bottle of wine could degrade 
them to the level of Commodus' guards. The Assembly thus lost 
the respect of the Army. General Cliangamicr, along with his poli- 
tical associates, condemned in harsh terms supplying the Troops 
wjth refreshments during the exercises alluded to, and on oQe occa- 
sion mai'ked his displeasure by quitting the field. The schism be- 
tween the Pi-esident and his recalcitrant General was now beyond 
remedy, and the Monai'chists and Changarnier himself only yearned 
foB the President to venture to lay his iinger upon him. No doubt 
plans were organized for a military emeute. 

It may have been a couple of months later, when most people 
had forgotten the event, and just when the Monarchists were 
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wrapping tliemsclves round witli the comfortable co t o that 
the President held them in too much awe to risk the co s que cas 
that the news spread through Paris that General CI an ue as 
deslUii/. deprived of oU his commauds, and consi nel to i vate 
life, whilst his important fiinctions wei-e bestowed on othe 

Great was the rumpus thereat, and ominous were the threaten ngs 
that ensued ; but whether the Monarchists found the Army not 
inclined for mutiny, or dreaded to venture upon so formidable an 
experiment, it is hai'd to say ; yet, it is cei-tain, their indignation 
evaporated in empty words, whilst it was circuited that Changarnier 
was loading his brain with a tremendous oratorical charge, which was 
to be tired off at the President the very first occasion. The day came, 
and I had no small difaculty to get a place in the diplomatic box at 
tl A ml ly It t g 11 es w erllowmg with au e\e ted 

lit T 1 ly m ml f th L islat ve body wis t his 
P * ^ I * * pt f o one km,w what tl e ex 

^ 1 f th A J f P M his mgei say oi th eaten 

™ i> dlfhTb th lencoi^ispiofouid His 

™ li «' t th t f th n I had often seen at the 

Elj P 1 aim 1 1 ht> II brow was dark, and liig 
i ^ ^ tl "J t f h m d but he had the air of an 

^ * t 1 dy nq h d d d. His speech was es- 

eelm b f d ly b tray 1 th b tterness of Hs heart. He 
™ '' ^ nd p t ful 11 t the President, but ended 

by saying he sheathed his eword only to draw it again when dangers 
menaced the country. "Whether the General had taken counsel of the 
men who had pvovoted his downfall, or obeyed his own discretion, 
it is certain his speech had more the tone of a whimper than a 
tii-ade, which, however, would have damaged him far more than 
the President, 



I ..Google 



THE GAUNTLET RAISED. 187 

The effect of this decided act on the Assembly and the public 
was remarkable. The gauntlet which the leaders of the Assembly 
had so often contemptuously burled at the object of their derisinn 
was at length calmly picked up, and the first blow in return foe 
many words of insult and acts of defiance was administered with 
BO much skill and dailng as to shake the nerves of these bellicose 
orators. It would have been well for them to have profited by this 
warning, but as the old line has it, " Qiiei/i Bern vvll iierdm-e, jjnm 
dementat." 

The public were not a little surprised at this sudden exhibition 
of a bold spirit and a strong will, which had lain so long dormant 
in spite of exceeding provocation. The prudence nnd sagacity of the 
President was, as I have said, fast securing their hold on opinion, 
but little was yet known of his real disposition or character. He 
lived in a cloud of misrepresentation ; he was never seen but through 
thick fumes of detraction, and this was the first time he had forced 
his way through into the light of trutt, and revealed himself as he 
' was. The apparition was stai'tling, but consoling. From that day 
the public of France took heart ; from that hour dated the future 
f L m N i 1 t tl t t tl I d f all p t s 

b f, t t! t t th y 1 1 1 p vitl d d a 

ml-nEt Ithtmth m th dul Ibe 

w ytll 1 hddttht 

It w 1 ai fr m th d b t f th A mblj h i I t - 
q tly tte d d th t b th JI h t d E ^ blica e 

bt m mkgtthPdtN Ithins 

sob 1 fU It th It f f tlty 

was ever brought forward by the leadera of parties, and whenever 
the President, through his Ministers, took the initiative, the politi- 
cians of both sides united to vote it down. Nothing could be 
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more unseemly in tte eyes of an Englishman or an American than 
tbe behaviour of the Chamber oa these occasions, and it required 
uncommon nerve in the Minister of the ^y to stand Ms gi'oimd 
against the volleys of gibes and sarcasms wliich poured in on him 
from all quarters. 

The Parliamentary practice of England had been for soma time 
the custom of Prance, and the Ministers of Louis Philippe, as 
latterly those of the President, were in the habit of retii'ing when 
the majority of th Ch mb p n n 1 ttlem. Intbisway 

the President h df q tlyb mpUdt 1 nge Ms Ministers, 

however well 1 [t d m 11 p t to tl f a tiona they had to 
till, or howev d d 1 b n tl discharge. The 

object aimed t w t di t 1 th p bl d and compromise 

the President by th ] d h f C binets. As this 

seriously inte f d th th b t th St te, the President 

decided, for th a n H to thw t th m hinations of the 

Legislative conspiracy, to maintain his Ministers in office, whether 
the majority was for or against them, leaving public opinion to 
note down the cause of this stoppage in legislation. 

The " scenes " that frequently ensued the winter of '61 in the 
Legislative Assetobly were far more piquant thaa decorous, and must 
have foreshadowed in the mind of the observant stranger its inevi- 
table fate. An orator no sooner ascended the Tribune than he 
became a target for the splenetic wit of the party to which he was 
opposed, and the confusion was only increased by the attempts of 
the party to which he belonged to support him. This disorderly 
habit of interrupting a speaker prevailed, though to a lesser extent, 
in the old Chamber of Deputies, under Louis Philippe, and has 
always cliaractejized the Parliamentary Assemblies of Prance, It 
is not so much to disturb the orator, or impair the effect of his dis- 
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course, as an occnsion sougM for by the leaders of parties to display 
tlioir wit and attract to tliemselves the attention of the audience. 
The presiding officer, instead of repressing these unseemly ebulli- 
tions, is more apt to enoourage them by his example ; and a French 
Legislature, bo far from rivalling in dignity and decorum that of 
England or the United States, more frequently outvies in noise and 
irregularity their worse conducted public assemblages. 

D ■ th ' t f '51 the Jeadin° members of the Presi- 

dtCbt MPhMtfF ^ft ! 

M L F 1 M t f th I t Th i p f 

th f th t tl T b rati !k If 



t It 


Th fe tlm J I thy d p ll ]h d 


t! t 


th M 1 t th th R p H d th y 1 11 


tl 11 


th tl f m t bt th 1 1 t n t 


P ty 


1 t 1 t tl I t t m 


p 1 


d tl y ft 1 d d y d by th 


f 1 


by th m 1 t f t M B 1 t th 


T b 


bl f d h d ty d p h t 


tl 


p t Attm fin blty 1 


J 1 


t fi d t t d p f t If t 1 h ft bd 1 


byh 


1 th d t f h d tl nr ly d 


P t 


fththltplt dhm 


It 


J t th b f 11 th h t t t tl I m d 



tt mit t Id th A mbly 
that would have startled a spectator unused to the stormy out- 
breaks of the legislative body at this epoch. There was something 
inconteslably pugnacious in the disposition of the Minister oi the 
Interior, which revealed itself in the vivid flash of his keen grey 
eye, and the defiant expression of his npturned nose. Each in- 
terruption only aeeraed to rouse his energy and stimulate his 
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Spirit of resistance, and leaving the sutject of hia discourse, he 
ran off, as it were, in the pui-suit of his assailants, and the sharp- 
ness of his retorts, and the bitterness of liia repartees, often 
abashed his adversaries, and silenced the boldest brawlers of the 
Mountain,* 

It would be impossible to give any adequate noliori of one of 
these " scenes" without copying the exact report of them which ap- 
peared in the newspapers, and tliat, to say the least, would consume 
toomuch space. Every leader of party managed tohavehissav,and 
the character Of the individual naturally displayed itself la the lone> 
of his interruption. Many ^French politicians excel in this species of 
impromptu, and have acquired a notoriety in this way which would 
not have attended more elaborate efforts. Let us imagine for a 
moment M. Leon Uaucher at the Tribune. Tlie usual hubbub of 
conversation would instantly cease, for the scent of the inevitable 
rumpus would draw off every member's attention from ordinary 
matters, and the whole House would rouse up and seem to prepare 
Itself with the rollicking spirit of mischievous schoolboys, for a 
scene of excitement and disorder. 

The Minister would begin and speak for some five minutes, 
perhaps, amid the silence of the Assembly, when, suddenly, M. 
Jules Favre, of the Kepublican party, would let drop some piquant 
remark. The Minister would instantly reply with severity. 

M. Victor Hugo would, next, send up one of his sarcastic 
rockets. 

M. Montalembert, of the Monarchical party, would then fire 
off his bomb full of sardonic contempt. 
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A pungent flash would escape M. Thiers. 

General Cavaignac might, then, be tempted to say something 
curt and cutting. 

M. Dnfanre, on the e 1 1 b 1 t 1 Id 

■venture some grave rem k f t t [ t t 

AJI thia time the dau tl I 1 Id 1 1 t il 

Tribune, as though he st d p t t 1 h 1 y 

direction, and keeping p I d 1 f I 1 

missiles of every size If hhl tflj, y 

direction. Of coarse, tl pi f 11 III It 

up, and echoed by each b f h ] ty t II fi lly th d 
became deafening, and tl Id b d tly L d fh 

general uproar. 

What added to the Id ty d b il ty f fh 1 

legislative demonstratio th b h f M D ] tl 

President. 

'j Silence. Messieurs" h 11 y w th p gy 

" le Ministre a la parol {tl M p 1. ) 1 Id 

shout, again, with impos It t llthltl dk 

vigorously with his ivory 1 B t 1 1 1 p 

tially succeeded in rest m 1 th lit t h 

caustic wit, or cuib his t M h al p d 1 t 1 Id 

fling at the heads of tlie 11 p 1 1 p fy m t {, p h 

charging them wiih th wl I p h Uy f tl d d 
This manifest injustice Id ly th t It h h w 11 

go on with occasional lull till 11 d f ly t d t tl 

their morning's pastime 

Such incidents as thes h n d th 1 f ih E 1 h 

House of Commons and tl Am H f B p t t 

but they have sprung from d ! 1 t m t b h 
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t il t 1 tl 1 y f fh t m y p 
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lafcd to acliieve oratorical triumplis than il. Tliiera, His short 
statiiie unoraceful person ; hia shrill, discordant voice ; his very 
jr ce 1 d by gl th tra ^ w Id ai 1 1 pp ce 

t th Ti b m with d IT f t rs His t ly 

mt 11 t d 1 irm f 1 com 11 b t 1 ! 

CO vn I dm t alik f m li d d d ry P ty tl t 

IigfthUh fid thh fit J 

m t fp al ml t 

r h M Th 1 b d t! 1 t t 

d t tth pi t truth dt ill 111 ih tj th p 
m f I th f f CO na 1 d p t 1h 

t p f th t M Th ] at 

h tl t I f mi t m t p h b t J 1 

tl m t d p p t t w t th It f tl t 

anl th g d f th p 1 Tl h d f C lb t th 

pttf d ftliT hlffmht 111 1 

k d t d d t th t gr Ij 1 t d tl t 1 

p -^ h ght t mpl hbym tm mdt 

th hlf 1 

Th 1 f tl p hi 1 w t h wild red 1 y 

tl d pi t f M Tl d th 1 h was p 

pi d d and t d by th us t f th M hi 

p -ty t w t th 1 p d th t b ih h 1 th y ly 

dt It th 1 th w Itli d il fth 

ft 1 Itthwdltftlllb ltd 

th t fh 1 d St t f r 1 Id ft tl th 

fall lowei and lowei in public estunationP Is it at all stia „ Ih t 
the Legislative Assembly should, after aach displays of party 
bigotry, neglect of duty, and violent excesses, sink into gennral 
contempt? Was it not natural and logical that the nation should 
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begin to doubt tte capacity of any Parliamentary body, without 
;check or responsibility, to wield the Government of the country ? 
The Pre* dent could not fa 1 to see the bent of the public mind j 
but bejcilmly and prudently awaited the s);,nal which tlie rapid 
current of esenta was destined sooa to beii him Amid the yio- 
lenoe of ] -ufy conflicts, M Thiers must hive had some terrible 
mia^mng' as well as a propietio sense of the retribution that 
awaited the fiithle=s pobtiuins of tha daj else why, in liia im- 
patience at some act of paity insi b ordination did he ciy from the 
height of theliibuue, lEotpiie eat fait (the Empire is upon 
us). Was it the hand- writing on the wall that transfixed his gaze P 
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CHAPTER XI. 



. M3SIINEEESTAKDING. 



Wliai services it may liave teen supposed by Loid Pilmeiston 
it might be in my power to render tim m France I know not 
Tiom my connection with tLe Press of Paiia and occasion 1 ip 
, irance m its columns he may hnve anticiiafed my possible 

t lity in that mflnsntial quarter Hia kuoivledge of mj mtamaoy 
1 th the pronment Fiench Stitesmen jf the diy may hiie lel 
him f o e\pe 1 1 alio dJ ^ither fiom these various i oi its oi lie v 

omc dehiite mdicati ns of forthcoming eients It is ceitam, 
lo\ever thit he wjintel tor lure upon my seizing every oppoi- 
*unity and nsmg all my esperi nee to support his pol cy and mate 
known Lis disposit ons to \ iids the United States 

It wa- no douht ntended that this should he my special field 
of ct o the n ost mportant, and moat productive scene of my 
hplomat e exert ons This was my own opinion, and I felt all 
fie resxo a bd ty and difflcidty of the tii^L The relations of 
C sat Br t n with the United States, though intimate beyond 

1 at had ever e^ sted between tivo nations before, still were ever 
doubtful and uncertain. That interests so vast and complicated, 
as depended on the ftiendship of these two countries, should be 
exposed to sudden ruin, was, in truth, a gigantic evil, and it well 
hncame those whose opportunities or whose position itted them 
for the enterprise, to look into the hidden causes of this perilous 
state of things, in the hope to remove or eitinguish them for ever. 
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It seemed a perfect anomaly that coimtrics like Eiiglaiirl sad the 
United States, bound together by every reason, moral and ma- 
terial, that could influence humanity, should ever and anon cast 
looka of distrust and anger at each other, and be hurried, at timu', 
almost to the vei'ge of hostilities. 

This was a mystery eminently worth investigating, and I felt a 
keen relish to set about the matter. Lord Palmerston had not 
deigned to favor me with his opinions thereupon, but simply, as 
I have relatedj expressing his wish that such a condition oi things 
should cease, he confidently left it to me to employ such means as 
in my judgment appeal d the moit efticac'ous to effect his purpose 
In lookmg at the history of the two nitions I saw nothing to 
justifj at the piesent day jeilousy oi dishke Tht lebelliois 
colonies of 76 threw oiF the supremacy of th mother co mtiy, 
and by force of arms achieved thi,ii md(,penJence Thf once 
aeknowledjjCd the bitterness of the contcit did awaj and am 
cabl It su ee d d The haughty nd ff of En^hnd 

to th ir n ht m compelled th y ad spiiited 

Stat f \m t t then di'Jnity and th d pecticle 

WIS p t d to th \sold ot k ) 1 t 

each th d dly fl t Ths un t 1 d 

and th ij„ It f the p a e tkt ha i 11 

hav t nly ft d th memo y of p t f I b t d t 

inc 1 t th wisd m f t al f en I hip d g Iw U 

Why IS t th th t 1 ds should St U h 11 n 

so t 1 d y to the welf f I Ih It t 

be d bt 1 th t th ha h d acrimoi t f tl I 1 1 

Pre f m ny y ars past towards the TJ t d St t h 
del d th u J n amongst them that th nt m t f th m 
munity t r p nts were nnfriendly, if n t h td I this n 
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f J t tt t J It w Id b m t U 1 to 

pp ti t tl di p t f til mm 1 w M f E 1 d 

jth 1 th f U ti It t m f 

te est CO d w th y tl d t t mt th 

1 1 1) 1 f mity ti fT 1 1 d 1 f til t 

t I li tl tt t d 1 p -n th ty f 

til Unit 1 St t t th d t th t th ^ 1 h J m 1 

i 1 ast J b h d tl p 1 p m d tt 

t t f fi mm 1 m ty f E T 1 It f 11 
th f th t th P h tte t th p J d ce f 

tl P lit 1 I wL t E 1 d i t th t t 

mt t d hi h has h th t t ly m p 1 d th G 
mtbt 1 dptlwy tj 

It 13 th t f tl tl t th t y f P 1 d 
h Id 1 w th 1 f t d tl 1 t t 

t t f th U t d St, t d tl t th J h 1 1 d t th 
mt 1 1 p th m It I 1 th t tM 1 1 1 My 

m rep t t d b t p th p i 1 m 1 f 

Eldffmthft fA dl d 

b d by th fl f Am mpl It f m th 

in I t 11 f th t th E 1 1 P h f m ] f m y 
y 1 k r m p mp!d t d j 1 with 1 b 11 tt k 

tt 1 1 t i d f th U t d ?t t 

Til nty^ wkptf t 

m t tl A m d 1 1 t d 1 ra tl y ti 

t t d f 1 tl f 1 f t t t 1 1 

11 d 1 tl fl dlj 1 t f th tw t [ 

dl pt 

ir J pily I ih p w f tl ml 

1 Ji bl d tJ t y f L 1 3 t 1 tl 
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inimical proceedings towards the Union iiid tTiesc literaiy attacks 
have of late diminiihcd in viiiileuce and at tlio time I im 
recording; they pionuse to ci,i98 altogetliei. The ^ijjicity of the 
aristocratic class dispHyed itaelf in tins judic ous clnngi. of eon- 
duct; for they could not but see thit they cndingeied then own 
safety in jeopiidizmg the \aat infeiests of the mtion thej ispire 
to govern. Have they, m tuith, yielded so entnelv to the 
suggestions of a eilm w isdom as utteily to ahindoii then jenlous 
feai's of the Ameiiean democncv, or ha(c they only obejed the 
eommon thetates of prudence in disguising then outwaid expiea 
sion? Tbis was vx enigma I hid not yet been able to •solve 
Lord Palmerston dechred fieel; the expediency of a picifii, policy 
towards the United States, and there his inatiuct ons teased. 

I ponJpied over this impoitant point most anxiouslj, as ivell I 
might, foi a mistake, I felt awaie, miolved not meiely the 
termination of my connection with the Biitish Government — a 
secondary consideration — but it would infallibly destioy all my 
hopes of achieving the great end I had ni view 3)id the 
aristociatic Government of England honestly di-aiie to lav the 
basis of a iei\ and peimanent alhanoe with the United States P 
This was the weighty pioblem I had to work at and decide lor 
mjself, for it was not a question that I could with diplomatic 
propriety put to the noble Minister for Foreign Affaiis. I felt no 
disposition to evade the point, oi shirk the lesponsibility attached 
to it. KI thieaded thelabjriuth sately success would reward me, 
but if I weie lost in its mazei the ciuse would console me 

It was certainly a most satisfactory event to the friends of both 
countries that the English aristocracy had determined, at length, 
to give up an unprovoked system of detraction. It was a still 
more conclusive act, that the leading Minister of the English 
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G t h 1 a 1 1 fit t 1 t! d f 1 1,1 

Am Ilk my If t d p d t j^tli th t 1 

It f G t B t d tl U tel bt t B t w t tl 

ply ly f tl B t t Mm t t p th ml 1 f 

fdhpdtipp t ftlbytf 

Uty ! t I t a t CO d t ft t? t mplii 

t dit 1 d ht 1 J d 1 11 Pi 

h h t d I t f tl tj f 

It d b t tl t Tl y t t t 

tl t 1 q t If tl B t 1 & t Ltly d 

t I th t t 1 1 d by 1 J 1 y f 

Am pn pi t m ly 1 1 tl y h 

dp f th U t d St t b t p t t t II Ih y 

w 1 1 f Uy 1) t f m ii„ b ta I t h -n th 

k y y t 1 h p p ty This th t h t 
I tt pilj 

M t nly by m f 3 1 m b t 1 y 11 th I vi 

wind f d il m y tl Mm t f E 1 I h d 

f y t 1 ly 1 It t th tur 1 1 f 

tl Ara tl A p I y m j t b d fh tl t 

w dilli Itt U juit b t f Ifils t 

y p 1 th fi t f f p 1] t 

TJ J t b G t E t has raplili d tl t tb h 

1 f ithhhii mpl yd y m ns t 

mamtam and extend. Absurd, because m i-estncting the extension 
iOf the United States they forbid the creation of additional markets 
to swell their own rcyenues. Absurd, because in aiming to pre- 
vent what they could not defeat they succeeded only in rousing the 
worst passions, and in braving the risk of eyentual hostilities. 

Had the English aristocracy lived to see the folly of this delu- 
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eion, !vnd liad tliey tlie sagacity to abandon it, like so many ottieis 
tiiey ouce clierislied ; was it reserved for Lord Palmerston the glcay 
and wisdom to stamp with liia reprobation a policy so barren and 
ao pi'egnant with danger? Coidd I doubt it; for my employment 
else would have heen a moekery ? If, perchance, I had any mis- 
givings of this, yet, as a conscientious man, there was but one 
course open to me. Loyalty to the cause I had espoused was not 
drcumscribed in my view to passively enforcing the policy of any 
particular Minister, Such a position I never would have assumed ; 
and I thought Lord Palmcraton was displaying, not diplomatic 
caution, but the large purposes he entertained in leaving me sole 
arbiter of the best means to adopt. Eegardiug the reputation of 
the Foreign Secretary as identified with the interests of his countryj 
and relying on his patriotism, I believed he would readily endorse 
my views and plana when he saw them broadly tending to the 
advantage of all. 

It might happen, peradveuture, that disinterested and compre- 
hensive as the plans of a great Statesman should ever be, and above 
considerations of self or class, still, that Lord Palmerston, bent on 
the welfare of the nation, might, eyen then, radically difEer with me 
on the conclusions I acted on; I feai-ed rather than anticipated this. 
Profound as was my ;[ t f th } ' ce d b'Uty f h' 
Lordship, I felt couf d t f my p I. 1 d f my wa 

country. No foreign t t m h wiU mp h d t 

so unlike its origin aud fl ttl tddtlyain e 

familiarwith. Enowm Imbrvt dtlythi t 

and interests of the U t d &t t I 1 d ; If b tt r 

judge, not only of the manner a pacific pohcy could be carried out, 
but likewise of the way that the advantage of Great Britain, might 
be eijually promoted and secured. Happily, I saw from the first 
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tliat the good of both were not merely compatible, but, to a great 
degree, lai^ely identified. I trusted to tlie sagacity of Lord Pal- 
meraton to perceive this, whilst I earnestly hoped that neither pre- 
judice of class or clique, or morbid, jealousy of a growing Power, 
would induce him to condemn the convictions I had arrived at. 

rinally, I admit that I hesitated for a moment on the risk T 
was needlessly running. A temperate support of tho English 
Government in the American Press, a eautious opposition to 
American ideas, so far as they conflicted with the favourite dogmas 
of tho English world, would not have exposed me to any attack on 
my patriotism, whilst they would h'jve tended towards the " pacific 
policy" Lord Palmer t b d m SI y 1 1 th 

would have ensured H q t d h It 1 y fE and 

salary from all the r d t 
them. I declare that t t th 

ciplined ambition, that d by 

honest hope, the aux p t t 

difference, or substaut 1 J f r 

their place, between G t B t 
foundations of a solid f d b p d d bl 11 t m 

necessary to their mut 1 mt t fh d t th w If t 

mankind. 

In November, '50 lb g t t th P f th I t d 

States, both north and tb I y p d 1 1 k m 

pains to give impartial d 11 pt fElhjlt 

which in the United St t ly d t d f m th 

flicting representation fptv 'm db dt Ft! 
than this. T began to assert that both England and her Government 
were fast outliving the bigotted views of their own interest, and tho 
aelfiah apprehensions of American progress that had ever charac- 
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terizod them, AwSfa of Lord Piilmerston's unpopularity in tlic 
United States, I endeayoured to impart more correct notions of hia 
cbaracter and dispositions. Honestly lauding his abilities, and 
praisinghis zeal and activity in procaotingtliB welfare of hia countiy, 
I sought to palliate hia imperious tenacity, and somewhat pragmati- 
cal habits. However devoted to national interests, I endeavoured to 
show he was not peiTerseJy hostile to those of other eoantrics, and; 
least of all, to those of the United States. I enlargail on this point 
with some warmth, and maintained it against no small oppositioB. 

Advancing beyond this, I made bo scruple of saying that neither 
Lord Palmcrston nor the English Goverament felt either alarm or 
annoyance at the growth of the Union, or the extension of her 
teititory — that they felt no disposition to cheek the one or retard the 
other — thatl t tl United States to consider what was due 

to the rights f th It the preservation of its o.wn character, 

they were m 1 p d t ncourage than deprecate legitimate 
aggrandisem t I m t d that the favourite proclamation 
of the "man f t 1 t f the TJaioii by enthusiastic editors ; or 

the vague ye f n tic orators for the widoning of the 

" area of free 1 m f ir f m inspiring dismay in England, only 

enlivened th j yf 1 t p t ons of her manufacturers for new 
mavkets and d mption, whilst her Government, sen- 

sible of the imp t f th calculation, and mindful of its own 

foreign policy n tl t pprehend, and had no disposition to 
interfere. 

I avoided y g It thtt could minister to a lust of eon- 
quest, which in f t I Ik lid not exist in the United States, for 
, what with the moral scruples of some, and the political doubts of 
others, any territoriai additions to the Union by violent means 
were likely to meet with more serious opposition at hom£ than 
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ab oaS TIi a wa n 1 1" m t nd 1 to nd to tli 

Am anP s anl w s utt ly t a lan e ■ft tli tt know 
p 1 y of the B t li ( nm nt d th ttl d t f 

til Am can p pi th t t w re d tli u ^ns a il n 
c 1 1 tj The. a li th f d I t 

I owi on fl t to 1 t t A 1 ly 

n keei g w th til t t i b th t tl t th y b t 
work their way and fidbl Imlitt i ffth 

the efforts of two infl t d j 1 t th N tl d th 

other at the South, t I w wh is tl j 

pondent, and if thia w bj t bl t t mt t 

for the permanent cont f th p 1 ce 

No journal I addre Ifdt tth It 

timents, and I was e\ i laed t tl f th lit 

Pemocracy give them i t pi th 1 

result, alike important dtfty h llyth 

pmment, and that wa t d th t J 1 y \is\ik f 

England has any deep tinthnud h tfth 1 J 
ants beyond the Atla t d th t t dy ij tl m th 

country to adopt such p !i y p 1 1 1 d ram 1 m 
festly harmonises with th dwlf fb th t 1 

congenial to the spirit of the age, for an alliance to api-ing up between 
Great Britain and the United States that would redound not only to 
theii- material prasperity, but offei' a spectade of moral gi'andeur 
that would inspire the pliilanthropist, and bring forth such a har- 
vest of untold blessings as to cause the " morning atais to gather 
together and sing for joy." 

I refrained from troubling the Foreign OCice with specimens of 
my American correspondence, as it was a subject that neither Loi-d 
Pahnerston nor Mr. Addington would give a written opinion on, so 
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I ]aid it beforemy diplomatic counsellor. Mi, Edwardes, with whom 
I always remained in conncctiou. The toae and matter were both 
no doubt vei-y foreign to all Ha preconceived notions, and I liardly 
expected a very cordial approval from liim of ideas that to a mau 
of routine, and bred np in the old school of tradition, must havo 
seemed something like flat treason to British interests and British 
supremacy. I was not disappointed in my anticipations, but I bad 
already given to my worthy coadjutor, with all his foregone con- 
clusions, such a series of violent shocks by my eccentric views and 
unforeseen flights, that he submitted to this new infliction, if not 
with resignation, at least with the grimness of utter despair. I 
requested him tp forward his opinions of the correspondence to 
Lord Palmerston, and let me know the result. 

It so happened that Mr, Crampton, Biitish Minister at Washing- 
ton, was in Paris, m conge iox a few days, whilst my letters to the 
American Press were under the consideration of Mr Edwardc, 
who thought fit veiy sensibly to submit them to his m'^ection, aa 
I diseoveied one day on going mto the Bmbissj wheie 1 found 
Ml Ciampton qiuetly perusing my new tieitment of an old 
subject Ko min wis better idipted, fiom his long residence in 
the United "States as well as from his modeiate chaiactei, to pio- 
Eounce upon mv spLCultnons, though it might ivcU happi,n thit 
from one canse oi the other his conclusions weie the reverse of 
mine At all events I wis „lad enoUj,h that my recent diplomitio 
feat was not entiiclj at the meicy of Mi Edwaides, nlio might 
too piecipititely censure it fiom umcquamtmee with the subject 
A joint lopoit wonldnowbemade to Lord Palmeiston, and unless 
both were mortal to me one might serve to ncuti-alise tlie other. I 
felt some concern for the upshot, as may be gathered fi'om the re- 
flections already uttered, but it was not so much for the glory 



I .y Google 



A MiaUNDEESTAKDItlG. 155 

o£ being instrumental, however humbly, in getting the British 
Foreign Office at last on the right track in its American fd]icy, 
as, really, for the ileaii'e to see England and the Union no longer 
drifting about on seaa of prejudice, the sport of political jealousies 
and official eapricB. Mr. Crampton, whom I met, as just stated, 
forebore any comment ou what he had read, which I considered sus- 
picious, but it may only have been prudent. Mr. Edwardes, for a 
week or so ensuing, wore a manner that daily grew, as I thought, 
in importance and reserve. He looted somewhat aa I suppose a 
Leyden jar must feel when suddenly charged with its electrical 
contents, quite ready and willing to go off in an explosion at the 
first touch. All this was ominous, and I began to think it high 
time to " set my house in order," lest I might be taken unawares. 
Towards the close of Eebruary, '51, 1 received one morning a 
note from my friend, Mr. Edwardes, who, though wrapped in a 
thunder-cloud, still let a smile of sunshine fall on me at intervals. 
5:e wrote, as always, in a friendly strain :— 



Mt Dear Wikoei'— 

If it is convenient to yon, I should be very glad to see yoi 
liere (at the Embassy) this evening, as an idea has sti-uok me. 
Yours very truly, 
Monday. R- EDWARDES. 

P,S. — Should you come, pray let it bo early. 



Tlierc was nothing positively alarnung in this. An idea may 
strike one man without its knookiag another down. I could very 
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wen comprcliend the possibility of my friend being sudtlenly 
seized with a violent fit of conception, and his requiring the 
presence of some familiar hand to relieve his mind, and get Mm 
over his trouble, Tiiat he dreaded the inconvenience of being left 
too long in solitary possession of "his idea" is evident from his 
soliciting me to como "early." Was it, perhaps, something 
delig-htful he had to impart, and yearned to make me happy ? Or 
could it be that, with the horribk eigeiness ot an executioner in n 
hurry he wis inxious to deapitch h s victim without allon mg him 
the luiuij of 1 hst kick ' 

I WIS rummiting lizily over this ra^'gestivc rote, m U the 
comfoit of my morning „owii ^ftcr bieiLfast and exhilmg the 
while the fngrint essence of a choice >ejal a when, an hour, 
mung soaicelv elipsed, a second missive m the sime distincS 
hmd WIS biou^ht 1 1 by my vilet It icad thus 

My Deae ■W'i7C0Fr— 

If yon will have the goodness to took in upon me lo-morrme 
instead of this evening, I should be very much obliged to you. I 
beg your pai^dou, but I have a person with me who is about to stai-t 
for England, and I have to speak vrith him ou business. 

Yours sincerely, 
^'^^y- E. EBWARDES. 



Wherefore this sudden postponement? What had become of 
the "idea?" Had it evaporated, or submitted to bottling under 
wire pressure ? But why were both it and me ahuffied off so 
strangely till to-morrow? Ominous word! I recited forthwith 
Macbeth'8 touching soliloquy ou "To-morrow," and found con- 
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soktioa tKci'eia. Yet, (tisturbitig thought, wto conld be the 
"person," whose business was so pressing? Was it only some 
diplomatic Hamlet, who ci'ied " Ho ! for England?" or perchance 
an amiable " Queen's Messenger." who was to be the bearer of 
some confidential eommunieation on the score of knick-knacks to be 
brought over on his return? 

I lost myself again in a wholly new labyrinth of surmise, whicli 
had finally to give way to more active occupation. Be the import 
of the coming interview what it might. I felt myself quite adequate 
to the event, and with the dauntless front of Byi'on when lie 

d m I h 1 tf ylt Iflt y Ifflhp 
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t bl f t J J I 11 th pi 1 f h wy i 
de cUmhre, received me with an affability that left me the freest 
option to infer anything most congenial to my excited fancy. 
Lighting his cigarette with singular impertui'b ability, and then 
poUtely pushing the bos towards me, he sank gently back into his 
capacious arm-chaii'. as though gathering himself up for the efi'ort 
lie was about to make. He reminded me— I say it not unkindly— 
of some diplomatic Eandini who was on the verge of imparting 
«a secret most important" to a luckless Pompolino, who had 
fallen unwai-Uy into the toils of a practical joke. After giving me 
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time to enjoy the ai'oma of the scented weed ho whiffed, Mr. 

" I have a bit of advice to give you, my dear fellow." 
" Need I say how happy I shall be to receive it," was my reply, 
in the blandest tone, 

" Well, then, I think you had better I'esign." 
Eecovering my breath as well as I coiild after this murderous 
blow, so gently administered, I exclaimed : — 
" Wherefore ?" 

" Why, the Ministry at home, you see, is very riolietty." 
" Well, what then ?" I enquired. 

" Should Lord Palmerston go out of ofBce, of course your ap- 
pointment ends." 

" So be it," I continued, " but why resign before then ?" 
A short pause ensued, which I employed in rapid cogitation. 
" Depend on it," Mr. Edwardos resumed, " you had better 
resign at once, and take a sum dowa than" — 
" Than what ?" I said, as he hesitated. 
" Than risk getting nothing beyond what you have received." 
My adviser then crossed his legs, and set about smoking in 
earnest, as though relieved of the business he was charged withal, 
and was deeply conscious he had nothing more to say. The " idea" 
had exploded ; the secret was out, and it came with a plumptitude 
ithftt well nigh staggered me. Instead of being ■• Lord Chancellor, 
already," I found myself worse off than the aspiring Pompolino just 
quoted. There was no mistaking the motive of this friendly advice. 
" Eesign" meant, in plain English, " you've gone and done for 
yourself, so take a gratuity and get about your business." I recol- 
lected, however, that my connection with the Foreign Office was none 
of my seeking. At Broadlands, as related. Lord Palmerston pro- 
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p 1 It 1 ft m h t L n I Ind atcepted. If Lis 

t g t (1 t 1 1 t w fault of mine Dismissing 

m th m y y w h lly diploin .tic oi polite. I re- 

1 d til f tt t t t put the Poicifu Oftice to its 

tj p It mi 1 11 p t b f re I had done with it, from 

t ji t h 1 1 t t p subordinate at Paris, to try 



tl 



" set to," ail Yankee a: 



I was, untutored and unannealed. Throwing the remnant of my 
cigarette iu the fire, and rousing myself from tie short fit of re- 
flection I had indulged in, 1 renewed the conversation : — 

'■ Youi' suggestion, my dear Edwardos, is cei-tainly well-timed, 
but I don't see the least necessity for my acting on it." 

" No ! " he drawled out, rather puzzled. 

« I should regret to sfee Lord Palmerstou leave office," I con- 
tinued, " for the sake of the country ; but it is not right for any 
one to abandon him at such a moment. No; I prefer to risk my 
salary a thousand times first, and wUl console myself with the 
'souvenir of the smaE services you have been good enough at times 
to praise so higUy." This was a thumper totally unlooked-for by 
the Acting Secretary, who, no doubt, had the check in his pocket 
■whioli he thought would completely smooth over my prompt exodus 
&om the T'oreign Office. 

"Eh, what's that? " he said, bnrniug his fingers with lis ci- 
garette, and sliding in and out of his chaii", looking unutterably 
nonplussed. 

" What, yon won't resign ? " 

" Could you really expect me to be guilty of such a rat-like 
proceeding?" 

"But think, my dear fellow," said Mr. Edia les gett g 
keenly anxious about my future welfare, "if tie Muistiy goes 
out, wliich, du resk, is certain, it is all over witl vou 
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" Alas, and alaclt-a-d.iy ! " I eiglied na I smiled. 

" It's all nonsense," urged the excited Secretary, " to ttrow 
away a sum in liand. Eeraeraber, if the Cabinet retires, Lord 
Palmerston has no further control over the funds of the Foreign 
Office." 

" But his successor lias," I remarked carelessly, looking up at 
the neOing, 

" His successor ! " exclaimed Mr. Edwardes, getting rather per- 
plexed. "What in the world have you to do with his successor?" 

"Do you forget," I asked, "that my engagement was made by 
the year ? — and I suppose it was done in good faith." 

"But who could have anticipated this fall of the Ministry ?" 

"Why, I admit that such a contingency occurred to me, hut as 
n th LoiIPIm t nn M Addingtonspokeofit, I concluded 

y m t Id it." Tiom the rapid changes in 

th S t y t I peroeiyed that he was conscious of 

d ft g 1 k W la y f b ond his depth." and that he had 
btt lutnbkth ttg point if he wished to escape the 
d f th u k n th t laid before him. 

Th w t 1 e demanded again. 

It 1 1 b 1 11 m act," I replied disdainfully, 

" And you refuse a sum down ? " 

"Do you really think me so sordid?" I said reproachfully. 

"Will you take another cigarette?" inquired poor Edwardea lE 
utter desperation. 

"Anything to oblige you," and I helped myself. Seeing him 
aux ahoh, as the French say (lost in ttio woods), I got up, and 
saying 1 would drop in again in a day or two, I bid him good 
morning. 

There is.ao disguising that I felt both surprised and annoyed 
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at tUs abrupt and ef[mvncal mode of putting an end to my con- 
nection with the I'oveiga Ofiico. It has been seen that I never had 
cottteihplated, mueh less sought a position not more novel than 
embarrassing. I knew myself unprepared by experience, and was 
doubtful of ray capneity to fulfil the duties that might devolve 
upon me ; and my difSculties were tenfold increased by the strange 
manlier I was dealt with from the beginning. 

The frank expression of my opinions on my first visit to Broad- 
lands evidently met the approval of Lord Palraeiston , else why 
did he propose my joining the 5'oreign Office ? I was then put to 
the test of a written expression of them in fuller delul, whiih so 
entnely concuvred with his views that he fransftiied me +o Mi. 
Addington's hands to settle the minor point of salaiy. I expected 
on this occasion some precise instructions from his Loidship oi his 
adjunct as to the specific functions 1 was to peifoim, but waa 
simply informed that I was to be employed in Paiis, and a letter 
to the Marquis of Normanby, the British Ambassidor theie, was 
offered to me. it was intended, perhaps, I should lecene my in- 
structions from Mm ; hut Mr. Edwardes, who had intheito acted 
on behalf of Lord Palmeraton, declined to introduce me to him, 

I was left, consequently, to the sole guidance of Mr, Edwardes, 
from whom — and I say it without any ill-will to himS-I failed to 
receive either advice or assistance that could serve me in the least. 
I saw him constantly, and had much conversation with him ; but I 
foundeitherthat he was wholly ignorant of the duties I was expected 
to perform, or that he was enjoined to leave me to my own inspira- 
tions. I went to work, then, as related, on my own account ; and I 
leave my readers to judge whether my successful attempt to pacify 
the hostility of the I'reueh Press against England, or my eijuaily in- 
nocuous effort to sow the seeds of' a fraternal alliance between the 
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two branches of one ftmiily', England and the United States, were 
not likely to do rather good tlian harm; an(J that, independent of 
my salary, whether I did not deserve something better than the 
seyere censure conveyed to me so unexpectedly in the request of 
Mr. Edwardos for my resignation. 

The pretext alleged of Lord Palmerston probably going out 
with the Ministry was, I considered, a mere subterfuge, for I knew 
it was not the habit of the Foreign Offlco to turn all its employes 
adrift with the accession of every new Cabinet. It may have been 
that Lord Palmerston felt some dclicaoy at transferring to his suc- 
cessor, amongst his Tipl m f il ' 1 in unprecedented 
novelty as a Yankee '11 tl t m ht b f Uin' notes." Per- 
haps he may have bcc m 1 1 f 3 d le a rash thing in 
letting into tl e T e Olh t ff d f II f mysteries as the 
British Museum of cu t A th his national habit 
of " guessing un at lly t 1 t 1 by \ iquant an atmos- 
phere. And leadie t I d d n t wh lly w temytime; and 
were it cons stent n th my If p t I m ht, justified by the 
provoeatioa rece el, ml ttlj t 1 me, possibly give 
to the lovers of the m 11 h 1 h pt f " guesses," that 
would prove I was no b d h d 1 d j^l ma,tic riddles. 

It may not have been the case ; but if the noble Porcigu Secre- 
taiy was alarmed at his own indiscretion, a rare fault in him, thei'e 
was only one course to be taken, due alike to the fact of the con- 
nection having been thrust on me, as to its having been made by 
the year, and perhaps not less due to the services which had been 
acknowledged, and that course was to summon me to London, 
where Lord Palmerston or Mr. Addington might have deigned to 
give me some sufficient reason for closing my engagement, with 
such oifer of compensation as the circumstances seemed to warrant. 
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I -iav compensition not foi the ■^enice'^ spoken of, for they had 
anothci motive thin i meie pecumin one, but for the saenSce 
iinde oC other eng-i„emeiit3 when I agiced to accept tlint of the 
Fuieign Oftice 

la every case I felt that some con=ideiation was due to me, find 
the more so that I was painfully conscious that my secret connec- 
tion with the English Foreign Office might expose me to the stigma " 
of being i-egai-ded hy my countrymen as a " British spy," should 
it evei- become public, and I not have the means, perhaps, con- 
sistent with my obbgations, to make its true nature known. 

Eight or wrong, these were my reflections in dweUing upon the 
incident that transpired in the apartment of Mr. Edvvardes, and 
which, though treated rather jocularly at the time, I was decided 
to bring to a somewhat more serious dv'wuement. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



A TllIP TO LILLE. 



Aa I have ali'catly described, iho Monarcliical parties of France 
were heart and soul engaged in wrcstling with the President for 
the future possession of France. M. Tliiera was bent on setting up 
the Orleans dynasty again, with tlie Duehess of Oileans foi Ee- 
gent, and himself, disinterested man, foi Pnmo Mm stei and Xing 
de facto. M. BeiTjer was quite aa ans ou^i, from more chu aluc 
motives, to restore the old Eonrlion sceptre to the neiveless tpa^p 
of its last inheritor. These two factions weie woikm^ in ppif ot 
unison to undermine the R'caident, hoping -it an c-uly diy either 
to consign him to the dungeons of YiniennLS or to send him off 
with a carte llanelie for foreign travel, acLOid ig to c icumstana-s 
As for the President, thougi sorely pres&edbvseciet iitngues and 
open resistance, distrnstfiil of fiiends and beset by foea he bore 
himself calmly, though warily, coniident in his le^ouiees and 
buoyed up by his resolution to protect the nitron as fur as it was 
in his power, against the league of reckless, dcaperate politioiana 
who were again ready, with parricidal hinds to rend hei to pieces 
in the eager thirst for the &;poUa optima, for pow nd t ml 
ments. 

The admirable address of the President had s 1 d tl f 

in keeping the eonapiring faotions at bay ; but aa I 
of Fontenoj were followed by the conflict, so it w [ lly m 
that interests ao antagonistic aa those represented by the A mbly 
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ftnd tlie Presidcpt must one day aot far off measure tlieir deadly 
pretensions against eaeli other. Meanwhile, tlio Eepublican paity, 
seeing their Monarchicai vlvals ivholly absorbed in a sliug^le with 
the President, thought the timo a favourabla one for making a 
little political capital by <^ettinc up a dera t t" b h If f 

th d 1 1 t I 1 h m f Id w Im 1 1 

th m f 1 q 1 1 

A 11 t 
As bl th 
lit t 



th t t fth 

Tl y d 1 m 1 1 t t m t 1 th m wl h I 

m t a ly pt d t 1 f th t fi t f m 1 
th tt t ty b t 1 t J y II t p] 

tu ty f tt 1 p t f h t i It f th 

operative poor of Prance. I knev7 all these gentlemen well ; and 
I dai-Q say some outline of the simple incidents of our trip, as far 
as I can recall them in the lapse of hve years, as well as a carelesa 
sketch of this remarkable group, who wore no disguise before me, 
may be of interest to my readers. 

Tho pai-ty consisted of the Prince Kapoleon Bonaparte, cousin 
of the President ; M, EmEo cIo Girardiu ; M. Blanqui, of the Insti- 
tute ; M. Victor Hugo, and Charles Hugo, his son ; all of them 
members of the Assembly, save the ktter, who presided over one 
of the Eepublican organs of the day. They had selected the town 
of IMle, some ninety miles north of Paris, for their investigations, 
the exciting accounts that prevailed of the sufferings of the poor 
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at tliat place, who were represented as living like rats in cellai's 
underground. 

Tlie day of our departure was fixed, and it was settled tliat wo 
sliould rendezvous at the EaJlwaj Depot, to take the evening train 
at eight o'cloek. J reached it only a minute before starting, and 
should never Iiave discovered my party but for the excessive good- 
nature of the Prince Napoleon, who was standing outside, at tte door 
fth ■ t ■ df th 1 t tf m W h d ly 

f lait h dtl dptfthtmw pt 

1 htlv t Th gl t ra t w tl h f 

p ty M Bl q 1 t m 1 t th t^ till I 

w p 1 d m d ttl 1 tl t m tl all 

tl m t 1 d t, t f m 1 t f P It 1 

tl 1 th J I d 1 ft il fl d I bit f th 

alpt bldthm 1 p lyffil 

f d th y tlir w bra tl CO t al 

d mea lu b 1 I m 1 t th t 1 j t is 

flh t Id p t 

I 00 1 d tl t M d G 1 th y ih m 

1 h f ih I ty d h mi -n f d th t 

w th h II g ty Th t rd d tni ty f tl P 

m It 1 a y ■ t j " fty th th u htful f T t H 

w lit p wth mil whil t M Bl nj d g 11 tl 

g ty of th In t t t 11 j k 1 [ t w th tl 
a h u t at of all th f n I h d g t d 1 f M d 

& 1 n b f th 1 h d j lly ( ! i 1 

s anl b pt h dt 1 1 t! 1 

lanil 1 f 11 t !1 t th i 1 /?i? 1 

h b t 1 1 h t> Th ph h t t lly 

unexpected, and lemindtd me of Emelia s line in the play. " It is 
not in a year and a day that we know a man 1" 
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It was deeply interesting to mv, an amateur psychologist of tte 
first water, to watcli tlio sportive gyrations of the maater-infelleots 
aljont me. It was not so mucli a spectacle of intellectual athlete 
pitting their wit against each other ta of so many playful elephants 
indulging in gambols out of pure wantonness. There is to mo 
sometliing exceedingly refi-eshing in the sight of distinguished men 
nnhuttoning the jerkin of their dignity, bo to speai, and bending 
down to the level of ordinary humanity. 

In the United States or England you can never sec this 
thoroughly done. A renowned Yankee, or an illustrious John 
Bull, never descends from his stilts, but under protest, aa it were. 
All their struggles after the playful and facetious smack of awkward- 
ness and affectation, ludicrously reminding one of a giraffe's 
attempts at grace. Your frenchman, now, of whatever grade, 
slides as easily and naturally from the grave to the gay as an ex- 
pert vocalist from the upper to the lower register of his voice, and 

ens lu te at lou u loth moods fo he er seeks Ik the 
afd s d f nut ]^ d n t^ th f i ol ty and for th s re on a 
r chn neve n ars ab u:d whe m common parlance ie s 
jl y a the fool However all tins cones of diffe ent cu toms 
cl m t s an 1 wl t not ana ti er s no se therefo e rail n^, t 
th o e vhil t e jo\ Uj, tl e othe 

The ex ber nee of ou | irty at last gave way to f t gue anl 
I y th t n e we iche 1 L He each one of s seeme 1 try ng har I to 
rub a hole through the cushion his head reposed on, under the 
oseiOating effect of the railway. In pkin English, we were all 
buried in sleep. 

It was between midnight and one o'clock in the morning that we 
found ourselves wandering about the streets of Lille in search of the 
leading hotel of the town, for we could discover no guide at the 



I ..Google 



station to assist ua. There was sometHng irapressiyein tlie stillness 
that overspread thia liuay hive of industry. The hum of labor was 
tushed. Neither creak of machinery, nor the clatterof looms, hroke 
npon the silence of night. The operative, whether in cellar or gaiTet, 
rested from toil, and his deep repose might have been envied by 
many a Sybarite who tossed sleepless to and fro on his luxurious 
couch. Our search was successful, and after' rousing the drowsy 
porter wc made good our enb-4e iato the Grand Motel de Lille. 

The fresh air of the night had stimulated appetite, and there was 
a general cry for ponlet fioid and whatever accompaniment that was 
handy. To our chagrin we had to content ourselves with two or 
three bottles of Bordeaux ordinaire, and some bread aud cheese, 
for the Cerberus of the larder had long since vanished into some 
remote garret, where discovery was hopeless. I had little doubt 
that if some of the names of our party had been sounded the 
alarum would soon have spread, aud Boniface would have turned 
out in all haste at the head of his white-aproned battalion. But 
to the sulky porter, aroused fi-om his iirst sleep, was resei-ved the 
ezclusive honour of supplying, with very small portions of bread 
and cheese, the cousin of the President, the first litterateur, sxtdi the 
first publicist of ]?rance, to say nothing of the distinguished repre- 
sentative of the Institute. Our hunger made our modest fare very 
acceptable, and M. de Glrardin presided, with his usual impartiality, 
over the exact distribution of our limited supply. 

Bedrooms were the nest object of our solicitude, but an active 
search by our awakened janitor only bi-ought four to light, of which 
one was assigned to the InatUute, the other to La Pi:esse, the third 
to tlio French Academy and son, whilst the Prince was good 
enough to share the fourth, a commodious double-bedded room, 
with me. In the thirst for adventure that carried Cook around the 
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world, I made tlic tour of my quarters of tha Eiglit, and after na- 
vigating my way througti various closets and garde-roles, I lit upon 
a door in the wall, which, opening cautiously, I found led to an 
elegant salon, uaoeoupied, a grate all arranged for lighting, and 
candelabras stocked with lougies. I announced my prize with all 
the pride of an explorer, and proposed ordering up what was left 
of our Bordeaux, and carrying on our chat. But the " Acade- 
micians," aa the Prince styled the eldera of our party, decided to 
go to bed, whilst the Prince, young Hugo, and myself, sat down by 
the comfortable fire, and discussed for an hour or so the future 
destinies of mankind. 

The next morning, at eight, M. de Girardin came dancing into 
the Prince's room as chirping and merry as the night before, and 
reminded him that he had a hard day's wort to do, for it was 
settled that we should return to Paris late that night, as the 
daily debates in the Assembly were important. 

" Mafoi," 1 said, startled from a sound sleep, " I thought the 
cQnp d'eiat had broken out at Lille by mistake." I alluded to the 
accusation made every day against the President ia the Assembly, 
and journals of Paris. 

" I hope," said M. dc Givardin, rubbing his hands at the 
prospect, " such an event as that will not catch the Prince in bed." 

" Don't you think," I asked, " that woald be the best place for 
him. Tou wouldn't have him oppose his cousin making him heir 
to the throne, whilst as a repu5licam honnUe ho could not assist at 
such a transformation." 

"Bravo," cried the Prince, springing lightly from his bed, 
*' voila, a dilemma for you to extricate me from, moa clier de Giiar- 
din, whilst I am making my toilette." 

Before nine o'clock we wei'C all assembled at breakfast. By 
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thia time the landlord had discovered his illistnous giest" and 
his attentions were unhouiided. By ten we all silhed out fur 
niahed with the names of the streets and hnes ehiLily occupied by 
the pauper population, for to avoid being known the Pnice ind 
his distinguished friends desired not to take a guide who might let 
their names transpire. We wei-e all provided nith memonndum 
books and peneils, to note down the wor'it cisea of destitution we 
should eneounter ; and without knowing whit might ha^e hcea the 
feelings of the Prince and M. Vietor Hi go I felt sue that tho 
beat polemist of the day, M. de Girardin, was quietly anticipating 
some splendid cases of misery that he might bring to heai with nil 
the power of his pen against the Monai'chical party 1 e was then fu- 
riously belaying. 

M, Blanqui was a stout Conservative, and voted with the Majonty, 
and ho jocosely told M. de Girardin that he would watch him close, 
A half-hour's walk brought us to the part of the town we were in 
quest of, and our party lost no time in diving curiously into the 
numberless recesses where poverty had fled for shelter. Apologizing, 
with that easy politeness so entirely French, for the friendly intrusion 
into their humble homes, the Prince and his friends began enquiring 
of these hapless creatures the details of their eonditiou. We 
mounted from room to room to the gan-ets, and thenee descended 
nto those ecllara which had been the theme of mysterious allusions 
n the Assembly and the Press, where it was intimated that misery 
n its most hideous aspect reared its ghastly eyeballs in silent 
rebuke of the Government and society that tolerated it. We had 
been an hour hai-d at it without coming across such a ease of ap- 
palling destitution as to set the recording pencils a-going. 

We found lots of old men and old women, and young women 
with children huddled together in pretty close quarters, but the 
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rooms were not dirty, and were well enough ligtted and ventilated. 
The occupants were decently clothed, and clean often to neatness. 
They looted healthy, and with the buoyancy of tde French in every 
eondifion, wei'e lively and chatty. The cellars under ground were 
comfortable enough, generally floored orer, and accessible to light 
and air, quite as much so as the area-rooms of London houses. 
Ihey were warmed hy stoveSj and snpplied with sufficient fui-ni- 
ture — a good bed always holding a prominent place. 

"But whei'e do the poorest amongst you live ?" was more than 
once demanded ; and some tattered ciceroni, expecting a franc for 
his trouble, would lend u f h 1 II f 1 

of those we had left. JI m t t h f 

hardship, where sickness d tl h 1 1 t t t II 
tion; but nowhei-e did w find tl p t I f It g 

Wretchedness that made tl h k th 1 

All had food, howeve ty h t tl 1 Itdl f the 

French never deseits ti 1 tl I t ( d tl e 

boutUon on the tiro, and f 1 t 1 1 Ij j 1 t bl Aft t 

many of tlie famous caves sous terre (cellars underground*, I 
remember exclaiming that I wonld prefer a residence in any one of 
them, a Imndred times over, to the apartment of Prince Louis, in the 
dreary citadel of Ham, and I little dreamt at the time that I was 
destined ere the year was out to occupy something far leas in- 
habitable. 

" Eh bien," said the Prince to me frequently, as well as his 
brother members, "what Aa you think of this?" for coming as T 
did from a new country, said to be without poor, tbey were 
naiurally curious to know hovv I was impressed with what I 
had seen. 

" Franidy, gentlemen," I replied, " my mind is greatly relieved ; 
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for instead of the rosy- cheeked and meny-teaiicd paupers, for {lie 
most part, tliat 1 have been paesing with you in review this 
morning, I cxpeeted something far different and worse. If this 
is an average sample of your poor population, I thank Heaven that 
!France is so well off; and, helieve me, if you were to inspeeL the 
manufacturing towns of England, or to enter the abodes of the 
emigi-ant class at New York, you would find a strata of humanity 
yp ' t f ■ I dm i"t" bl " 

I h Id t f t t m t th 1 ul t th t ft 
bel th t th t 1 h t Tl p p il w t 

m ly 1 ly t mp b t t lly t 11 t d th 
d V w th t 1 ty 1 p It w tl t 

vil ty E b f 89 th E h 1 w 1 w 

d bn t 1 m th f wh h m d 

f th pi t t m f f m h ty h I th pp 

1 IwjmTthhmAs p nlhlw 

t th p r th y mp II d t p[ -t th 1 

by 1 b b t 1 1 p f t th m 

th w th m tl t w t d d d h ty 

t p f tl t th IT 1 f h h ny dm t d w th 

d tbytlphptOu- tw Gd dt 

m fa t 1 uls f ly t fth t th mm 

t f th P and h f 1 h b t 1 p t 

1 f -ml d btl if t I dh L f m h till t 
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h hly IP t 1 
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tlia tones of tliundei" tliat would liaye made them known. 

As far as political objects went, tie trip to Lilla ivaa a failure, 
and the Majority and the Govei'nment had a happy escape of it ; but 
it pleased me to discern in the physiognomies of the Prince and his 
friends, not the blank disappointment of politicians ■who had missed 
ail "effect," but such symptoms of honest satisfaction as patriots 
and good men would naturally feel to find any class of theii- fellow- 
men less unfortunate than expected. Before we had completed 
our tour tbe rumour that our party contained some haul personuagea 
begaa to spread, and a crowd commenced, in consequence, to accn- 
mulate. Tbc marvellous likeness of the Pi-ince to his uncle, the Em- 
peror, attracted every eye, and the possibility of a Bonaparte being 
amongst tlicm was getting up a commotion from cellar to garret 
that threatened an enthusiastic explosion, but wliich the Prince and 
his piit> tliou-,ht it be t to letieat f om inl io illbiste iiaa mids 
h-\i:\. to oil hotel 

The news of such jemailable men bem^ e'lcn in mcojnilo li 
L lie WIS not likely to remain long a "ieeiet and it had alieady 

icT hed the eais of the celeb itcd mauufarfiiers Messis S , 

nlo were wiit g at on hotel t) mv to the li uce ^lId 
piit^ to visit their evten^ne pi mises the lesort of ill straigei" 
paas ig th ough The mv taiion was leadilj accepted ind a 
CO pie of ho us neie soon -sp nt m the ii'ijection of tbi- Allied 
d laals of this mimmoth estibbshmcnt 
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It wdnldr i;eC[wire too muci space to dwell ou ttis point, but 
wLat struck me more tliaa the macliiiieiy, which was equal in all 
lespects to anjtliiag I liact seen in England or the United Stntes, 
was the healthy and decent appearance of the operatives. Messi-s, 

S have earned a just distinction hy the care they have 

given to the moral, as well as the hodily, health of their 
workmen, numbering some hundreds ; and amongst the not least 
interesting features of their vast fabrigm ai'e school-rooms, where 
the instruction is gratuitous, and well-consti-ucted hath-honses. 
These humane attentions to the comfort and improvement of their 
men ai-e abundantly rewarded by the perfect order and regularity 
that distinguish this model enterprise. 

Before leaving, the Prince and party inscribed their names on 

the book of viaitois, at the request of Messrs. S , who, lurning 

over a few pages, pomted out the names of Louis Philippe and all 
his family, who, only four years preceding, had done this noble 
establishment the honour of a ro^i! visit. What a commentary 
was conveyed in this close conjunction of such names as ISourbon 
and Bouapaitc ' The Jlessis S — — were invited by the Prince to 
join us at dinner, nrhn-h turned out a downright feast of Sarda- 
napalus. Our landSoid, out ot respect to Hs guests, as well aa 
to make amends for his shortcomings of the previous night, set his 
bailei-ie de cumne m full motion, and certainly acquitted himself 
& raw. 

But I shall lemember this sumptuous repast for other reasons. 

The Messis S were hi^dily-mtelligent men, and Conservative 

in their politics, as capitalists with such vast responsibilities would 
naturally be in times of disorder snob as then prevailed. They found 
an adherent inM.Blanqui. M. deGirardin and the Viscount Victor 
Hugo were known as ardent Republicans and sometliing more. 
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The Pnnce Napoleon leiat decidedly to pop ilar doctnnes but was 
not an ultn Sucb matenala as tKeie brouglit into close contact 
under the iniluei e of a good dinner weie not likely to lemain 
long dornant Tht. conversation at fiist tomel upoa ind istnil 

topes tthiolitlie Messrs b treated witli greit ib 1 ti but by 

degieea it veered towaids the delicate giound of pel tii,& 

M de Giriidin ii the ?arae =p 1 1 of inntliful proiocatioii as 
the n^lt befoie indulged in a seiies of phjfd sill es at the 
e\pen e of the Mnjoiity but M Blanqui showed no ihci t\ in 
taking up the cudgels for his side of the Assembly. At last, the 
Prince, by way of seconding his aggressive friend, opened a direct 
attack on the cautious member of the Institute. 

"Maisguavei vom a dire?" (but what have you to say for 
yourself?^ demanded the Prince, and he foUowed up his question 
by a spirited but pleasant sally of several minutes. 

Tl f d M Hi q t tl fi 11 wl f m t w 

1 f il tv f 1 t ID k bl H d 

b t I ht th R p bl p ty t k 



t i tl 


h t g t tl It ? f tl 


P dtl A 


mbly h fi ry p tro^l h k d 


ly tf 


p 1 1 1 ft t m ht bght p fl or tl 


th t 11 t 


ly m thm pas g d l{ g 6 


h m) b t b 


t Vb dy 1 Th ppl 1 p lly t 


M d G d 


h 1 h d h t ly th t f d t 


M V t H 




I k pt y i 


tl 1 t wb mil 1 llv b t t w 


Ilk th 1 f 


m th th d 1 d M H 1 k ni t 


r !m m 


tl ;>7(ftli Hmdia 


f tl ra d t t 


catdhdilyp bifbrt. 



quiet phrases, replete with force and point. His nature ia inclined 
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to slumber, but it is the repose of the lion, aud when- aroused to 
ST h t th th f f I Tl dm hie hits 

f M BI q d f t 1 t him d th t erl s, which 

t ait f 1 f 1 m 1 tl t t h k f m tl eir own 

a tl n d Uy w 1 

St t h 1 m If p t h f 11 1 1 1 h b iiis slow, 

m d y t ply t M Bl q tdl 1 y 1 g the flood- 

gt fl Iq btp dhd 1 lUya pyro- 

th dpljfth bU tllmtyp d— wflashiug 

wth tu; th 1th th btt I h give 

a 7 n his t y d 1 ply p h h luten- 

ty th f t f M H g h t t th poetit il 

el m nt i" i! t ftWhi h p ons he 

bl uthmd% dthy fmhlj ilmost 

p kl th th h t f tl f tl J h 1 I thiough, 

Th h h t d n f t his b 1 ed him 

h f tl 

Th u 1 t 1 1 If t th A mil), mums 

t d d t 1 b t t f tl M S , Tvho 

ly t t P d tl y rait j y t tly Our 

di b k p th 1 t d p ty t It Pans the 
m 1 1 n higl pu t th y 1 ft 

It dl t y th t m t w m d in the 

As mbly t f t f thi R | bh f ny t tb q et lanes 

1 11 y f p t g Ldl f tb pi tflIaek"of 

p It 1 m t f I th Tb 1 1 t 1 for all 

tb p t db bitb t g tl t 1 1 butits 

ll 1 t myb dwth f tly m d tified aa 

tb y w th h m k bl p n and llu t tm^, as they do 
the state of things m '51. 
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If 1 3 il t template tlie strange fate fliat in so 

t t t 1 t \ y one of tte small group I have just 

t d Til P N p 1 then cousin of tlic President, anj 

f th 1 d f 1h Left," is long since cousin of the 
Bmp 1 1 p sj ty to the throne. 

Emil 1 G dm th fierce polemist, dashing and foaming 
th I th 1 f tl Presse like a mountain torrent, has 

[aid d wn hi J d I I 1 turned his mind to more practical 

p p H m y h 1 something in personal importance, 

b t hi t y will hy the energy, then running waste, being 

t d t m p ht bl hannel. 

T^ t H th f the Chiefs of the Republican party, 

bf thj w thd abandoned France. He has per- 

t d m !u 1 t y exile, giving ever and anon a hitter 

tt thtkhpma fierce tirade against a Prince 

wh t nly p t t 1 r e from anarchy, but who as surely 
saved his head from the guillotine. For I remember well the remark 
of M. Hugo to myself and others one evening at his house the winter 
of '51. " People often come to me," lie said, " in alarm at the 
chance of disorder breaking out, and they implore me to protect their 
lives and property if anarchy should get the upper hand. But I 
tell these good people to despair of aid from me for in the wliirl- 
wind I am as likely to perish as tl t His tone was solemn 
like that of a man who foresaw lus d om It was inevitable, for 
had civil war broken out ial' n n 53 wh \l&s coup d'^lat 
alone prevented, not & single party lead r E i uhl can or Monarchi- 
cal, would have escaped the fury of tl \ i\ 

Girardin saw this as well as Hugo, for he remarked to me one 
day, that " before the year is out I don't know where the waves of 



I ..Google 



178 A TRIP TO LILLE. 

rerolutionmay cany me. Perhaps I may leap on a plank of safety, 
and go OTer to joui country." 

" Take care," I replied with a shake of the head, " that you do 
not come first in contact with the plank of the guillotine." 

" Mafoi," he said, smiling, " c'est lien posnile." 

"What can better demonstrate than this the vertigo that had 
seized tho French politicians in '51 ? for hero they were not only 
exposing their country to ruin, hut risking their heads to gratify 
their lust tor power and their hatred for rivals. 

How 'itrange that in tho silence of exile the reason of Victor 
Hngo has not risen ahove the virulence of party, and that with 
the Tindictiveness of the Parthian, he should still launch his en- 
venomed an'ows against the jnvulnerahlc front of the Trince, in 
whose skilful hands eight millions of his countrymen have de- 
posited the sovereign power. How nobler far, how more worthy 
has character, his fame, his memoiy, that shaking off henceforth 
the vulgii associations of paiiy, and soaring again into those lofty 
regions of literature, where he has loft such memorable trophies of 
his power, he should, to the glory of France and his own honor, 
dedicate his genius to the creation of some other imperishable 
monument, that would add a new laui'el to the graceful chaplet that 
decks his brow, mote lasting than the gaudy hjlo that crowns 
pohtical tiiumphs. If insensible to the magnanimity of Napoleon 
III , if deaf to the entreaties of family and the appeal of friends, 
will he, dares he to resist the mute espectation of France that would 
listen again to the melodious accents of his neglected lyre, and 
would respond once more with delight to the new and thrilling 
manifestations of an intellect, as versatile as it is grand. 

Of the rest of our little party, Charles Hugo, wi^h the perti- 
nacity of his titthet, tdings to esJle. M. Blanqui, alas, is since 
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dead. As for my bumble self, I, like fte rest, have had my share 
of vicissitude, and, nohtu vnlens, was Epade to suffer the rigors of 
fifteen months imprisonment at Genoa, through the active instru- 
mentality of two officials of Her Britanic Majesty's Government, 
Messrs. James Hudson and Timothy Brown, of unpleasant 
memory. 
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A HEPItlEVE. 



The English Cabinet, of wliicli Lord Palmerston ivas the Minis- 
ter of foreign Affairs, did not resign after all, as Mr. Edwardes 
had predicted. There were, certainly, rumours to that effect, and 
such an intention may have been eatertaiaed, but Cabinet Minis- 
ters in England, as elsewhere, have a relish for place and emolu- 
ment, which they are in no huny to sacnhce if it can be avoided. 
I kept up my yiaits as usual to the Butish Embassy, and asked 
Mr, Edwardes one day if he did not appiove of my sensible con- 
duct in declining to act on his suggestion of lesiguing on the 
ground he liadalleged,and which Lad fumed out ntteilj fallauous. 

"Well, I was ^uite sure," he replied, "that Ihe C b n t Id 
go out." 

"But if I had resigned for no other reason, as you p i ] 
would not Lord Pahnerston have blamed me fo p e i t to 

" Eeally I cannot say," he returned, and he sho ed s mptoms 
of wishing to change the conversation. 

" But doyou still advise my resignation, on any oth o I 
I continued. 

" No. no, I have nothing further to say about it," he answered 
in an embarrassed manner. " When you go over to London you 
will see Mr. Addmgtou and discuss that point with him." 
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" You are right, tliere," I said, "he is the proper person to eoi*- 
ault on that matter." The suhject then dropped, and Mr. Idwardea 
never alluded to it in any way aftei wards. 

I was sometimes at a loss how to new this singular incident. 
Could it he possible that the acting Secietaiy, from some motive 
of pique or other, had ventuied on a stioke of diplomatic ^jsesse 
to get me out of hia way? If I had indiscreetly acted on his 
advice, and sent in through him. my lesignation foi the reason he 
had advanced, no explanation might ever havo followed, and Lord 
Palmerston would only have inferied that I was tired of my 
situation. On mature reflection, howevei, I dismissed this suppo- 
sition, for it is hardly likely that Mr. Edwardcs would have risked all 
the consequences of such a gratuitous and daring act. I'or him to 
suppose that at a word, or a hint, I would, without provocation or 
cause of dissatisfaction, throw up my situation, was absurd. 
Besides, he had spoken of a " sum of money doivn," which he 
could not have presumed to offer if he had not had authority to 
do so. It was plain, therefore, as deduction could make it, that 
it was an ill-considered attempt of the E'oreign Ofllce to get rid of 
me by a side-wind. 

If this should turn out to be the case, I was 11 d t Id 

that my mode of seeking to establish a permane t 11 b t 

England and the United States had not been a] j d f by L 1 
Palmerston, for I remembered tliat my efforts t d di aim 
the hostility of the French Press against England h g m t 
and institutions, were at the time highly praised a dm II 1 t 
Neither the Eritish Embassy at J'aris, nor any f th ;i d 

Diplomatists that make this gay capital their freq tpl f 1 1 
had ever essayed, much less accomplished, so I bl an n 1 f 
the interests of both countries. If it was pr po d t term Kt 
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my nil t n wiH lie Foreign Office on fUs gronnj, I slouU 
J e at n y downfall with all the fervour of a martyr, for my 
futi p f dtht tw 1, ti 1 I had initiated - 

" f 11 t t th United States, 

"■'r ' ' ' 111) Idbl the two nation, 

wh t d h m t d f h th 

"^f" tli'tt w Id t t shin, that the 

d J dd eom I th 1 1 t 1 „1 , ,„i„ p„j.ji„ 

m tak n f B t h t ts w uld g way to more 

' ' 1 U 4 t HI tth I leyof&sland. 

' * "> ' "■ 1 1 I m t f th D Had States h, 

^^ p hm t th tl Powers, would 

" w ly kt p Stbyth m d tgesthatmnst 

result from their mevitahle growth and extension. 

It was as plain as an axiom that the interest of England, poli- 
tical and commercial, was to concdlate and strengthen the United 
States ; .nd it was certain that if her Oligarchy did not discover 
this in lime, the clear sense of the middle classes would reijuire 
them to give up the helm of State to wiser hands. I was deeply 
convinced, Iherefore, that I had acted a loyal part towards England 
and her Foreign Minister, when in my eorrespondenee, an°d by 
other means, not less effective, I had urged this new plan of eon- 
duct towards the United States. 

I never doubted at the time that lord Palmeralon's anxious 
object was to approach closer than ever before to the United States 
for England was in danger of a league of Bespots, who oonsiderad 
her free Press a standing cause of disorder in Europe. Loi^l Pal- 
metston himself was denounced as a "frebrand " in every Court 
of the Continent i and, nncertain as was tie direction France 
woidd take, it was, I conceived, a judicious po% in his Lordship 
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to tighten the bonds of amity witli the TJnion, which would not 
have hesitated, by a spontaneous burst of feeling, to lend her co- 
operation to rescning the liberties of the world, had the armies of 
Europe sailed towar^ls England. I waa really surprised, therefore, 
under all the circumstances, that I had given offence to the noble 
Foreign Secretary by advocating a policy so many motives com- 
bined to recommend. 

It may be supposed, after the event I have related, that my 
position was anything but pleasant. Led to suspect that I had 
forfeited the confidence of Lord Palraerston, and that my services, 
however zealous, were no longer acceptable, I felt anxious either to 
lay down the trust I had conscientiously performed, or to receive 
such explanations as would enable me honourably to retain it. In 
compliance with Mr. Edwardes' intimation, I decided to let the 
matter lie over till I went to London in April to draw my quarter's 
salary, when I doubted not that Mr. Addington would be ready 
with adequate reaso t j t fy th h pt 1 f y m t 

Meanwhile I we t th my f t 1 k p my 

gaze, however, ear tly b t y 1 d t f p 

lentous crisis in Ih ff f P A y h f co 1 t 

between the Mona llEpbi pt dtlFdt 

was out of the quest 27 m th p h h 

he wielded, but wh I / p p wl th h 1 1 t n 

it by force, or to le th m t t t th pi w th 

absorbing enigma of tl p 1 S p d p; h t k 

every shape of ace t d b th th P d tl A bly 

echoed to loud ass t tl t th P 1 t w p 

d'Sat, a violent usurpation of absolute power. Every species of 
intrigue, every form of provocation, was employed to extract his 
secret, to get even a due to his unfathomable designs. 
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It was all in vain. 1q public and private he wore tte same im- 
perturtiable front, he preserved the same moderation of language, 
and continued to turn the same serene smile of indifference alike 
on seductions or covert treachery. In spite of the meagre allovi'- 
ance accorded by the Aaacmbly, he managed to keep up his re- 
ceptions at the Elysce, and the gay iiorld fiootedin oiowil^ to 
share his hoapitalty, I remarked that officera of all giades of the 
Army thronged to tho Palace on the^o occasions, and I thought 
there was a lurking something in the oipre''3ion the^ woie thit 
indicated not only devotion to the President, but a fixed puipose to 
sustain him against any foul play or insidious machinations that 
might be attempted. Tlie Assembly had fallen in the estimation 
of all classes in Primce, but their inconsiderate comments on the 
reviews of Satory gave, as I mentioned, serious ofl'cnce to the 
whole Army, 

At all these J^les the President mingled freely with his guesis, 
and partook gaily in tho diversions of the hour. To the surprise 
of many he did not scruple even to dance wheu the whim took 
him, and this was railed at by tho grey-beards of tho Assembly aa 
a frivolity inconsistent with his high position. 

Ce n'est fas un Aomme e^rkax (he is not a man of sense) they 
never ceased to declare and to believe, but whether the President 
really sought to mislead them and to disguise his profound inten- 
tions under a mask of assumed gaiety, or whether he merely in- 
dulged a passing and not undignified caprice, it were difficult to 
pronounce. 

One of the singular and original features of this extraordinary 
man's chai-acter is a species of moral hardihood, which has always 
made him dare to do what his judgment or taste considered un- 
objeotbnable. No exaggerated notions of his rank prevented him 
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efmtknprtinlT ^ n a 

am in t tli fi Ip 1 t bl T tl nh 1 

in 111 U 1 11 il lim t \ ill 1 

f wit nkthlif itt 

It n tu 1 t mly th t P 1 U mjl y\ 

1 b t tl t a n f b p tell t d f 

and th Itfil a h t h Id find j ym nt p tm 
g n ally ns d d th p t of eomm n m n l 

P ntl t n nd t t 

In Ity t nt f tb t i tl t b tory 

dlian tdptltlml m tly 

wldb plyl tt Tl nEtl hdb 

hoim of aiandoii ; wbdat tbe stem Ciomwell t. favoute lelaxation 
was, on Jinisbing Ms dinner, to roll up Ma napldn and tbiow it at 
the head of one of his femiliavs, wMcli was tbe signal for a general 
volley all round. Aa earnest as Kehelien, and as nnimpassioned 
as Cromwell, tbe Prince Louis could never have deseeuded to vice 
or buffoonery, whleh bis taste and dignity both forbade. His 
peculiarity tas been in resisting that conventional affectation that 
ia thought necessary to high rank, and in calmly daring to follow 
the bent of Ma disposition, regardkss of tie comments of tbe world 
of goaaip. 

I remember an instance of this in Loudon, '4.7. I beard it 
remarked on more thau one occasion, at that time, by cei'tain 
titled friends of tbe Prince Louis, that he ivas mnoh in the habit 
of frequenting the country house of a very estimable gentleman, 
but not much known in the fasMonahle i^-orld. It was thought 
by hia liaughty friends somewhat derogatory to a Priuce of Ms 
bigh pretensions, that he should lieatow his society familiarly on 
individuals, however respectable, yet too far below him in tha 
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sookl Hetarely. Pre.uming on li. good nature, md m, long 
nonomntanco, I ventured one day to repeat the obiervalions I liad 

••rnimiU," said tlie Priiiee, with a pleaiant imile ot inoiediilitj. 

" They say nothing against the respectability of Sir ?" 

"Oh, not a word," I retm-ned. "Siinply thai it is not just 
the sort of place your Highness should habitually visit." 

" I should be sorry to shock the parties you aUude to," oteerved 

the Pnuee, "hot, i-eallj, I see no allemative. Sir and 

family are very amiable, and nothing can cicead tbeir civility to 
me. I cannot see any good r-eason why I should deprive myself 
of the pleasure of going to their house." 

This was tiro honest expression of his mind, which ignored 
with suppressed disdain such trivial guides to conduct as were 
only to be found in the prejudices of rank. 

What ho was in exile he remained in the splendour of his new 
position, and as President of the Bepnblio he passed along through 
the brilliant saloons of the MyA. easy, unaifeeted, eompose°d. 
kindly addressing old friends, and smilmg alfably on new. 

There was one attraction the leas at the reeeptioaa of the Presi- 
dent in the Sprmg of 51, and that was the "graced persons" 
of the leaders of the Monarchiea! parties, Tiriers, M61^, Berryer, 
Montalembert, .< « o,„, j,.„. who fondly fancied some two years 
befor-e that they were the real masters of the Palace, where their 
puppet played the empty rSli of presiding over its festivities 
The Hepubhean Chief, had never from the outset fro,uentod the 
B,A in any nmnber, and it arose, doublless, from the active part 
taken against the Pnjsidenfs cleellon, which had ended in so 
disastrous a defeat for themselves. 
At the period in question, March, '61, all parties and all men 
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were plunged in a SerLonian. bog of doubt and perplexity. Be- 
yond tlie close of the Presidential term. May, '52, nothing could 
be discerned Thefitu e spread out like a vast and blank expanse, 
darkened bj thick ind thrtatening shadows but without one dis- 
tinct or fii-cd object to mest the mmd oi console the gaae. I 
turned my eyfa wi-itfull) in e\ery directon I soundeJ every 
oracle and diew forth the reflections of cvei^ observant tnd dis- 
passionate ijind. Sti\l it vias ever V03. et pi deieamhd. All was 
surmise, fear, or hope. The optimist and the pessimist had an un- 
limited range to indulge their i-espectivo fancies, and the vast hody 
of hearers who were swayed by them, drifted helplessly onwards to 
the solution which for better or worse awaited them. 

In all Prance there was one man only at this time, and he, seem- 
ingly, the most unconcerned, who had clear and definite ideas as 
to the future, which lay plain and sure before him. "Whilst othera 
speculated, he planned; whilst others hoped, he resolved; and 
when others slirnnk from the inevitable abyss France must cross, 
he boldly, confidently, approached it. Over it the President 
meant to leap. Would Prance follow at his bidding ? Her salva- 
tion and his were wrapped up in that portentous doubt. 

As birds are known to fly hnniedly to and fro before the coming 
storm, so parties and men, at last, began to change positions anx- 
iously and to provide for their safety iu schemes and counsel, 1 
discovered that the moderate Kepuhlioan party, having changed 
their tactics and abandoned rusty prejudices against England, waa 
quite disposed to make advances towards her Government, and 
would have been exceedingly content to coma to some tacit under- 
standing under certain contingeacies. Lord Palmerston, however, 
was too experienced a statesman and too crafty a diplomatist to 
compromise himself by an indiscreet word when such information 
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readied him. It was well, and no doubt satisfactory for him, to 
know ttat if France should fall once more into the uneasy lap of 
party politicians, tlmt the pnly really practical and progressive 
amongst theia all considered their interests as identified with the 
English alliance. 

What were the secret conclusions of his Lordahip as to the 
future of Prance, or what his unavowed hias, it is useless to specu- 
late upon ; but I see no harm in venturing the belief that he put 
no small confidence in the menir of the Prince Louis. His prac- 
tised eye must have moasm-ed with singnhir accuracy the caution 
and skill of the President's consummate manosuvres. amid amazing 
difliculties. He must, also, as carefully have estimated the damna- 
tory effects of the faetioua and disorderly career- of the Legislative 
Assembly. He rightly judged, no doubt, the power of the Presi- 
dent's name, the popularity of his conduct, his decision of character, 
and his dauntless wilL 

In the confusion and teiTor of a crisis, Lord Palmerston must 
have foreseen all the benefit to be derived from such advantages as 
these. 

"He has made no mistake jet," nas the significant phrase of 
his Lordship, at Bioadlands, Octoboi, '50, and the President had 
been not loss telicitous in the mteival that had elapsed. The 
' sympathies of Loid Palmeiston, if such a word is applicable to a 
Statesman of his laliJiTe, must, therefore, have leant towards the 
Prince Louis, and he must have contemplated his retention of 
power against the most adverse chances as highly probable, if not 
desirable. 

Whether as an Englishman of the old school, and one of tha 
Oligarchy, he retained any prejudice agamst the naine of Bonaparte, 
it is utterly idle to considei , for a puiely pohtical machine like 



I .y Google 



A EBPKIEVE. 189 

the noble Foreign Secretai^, if I may u'"' tho simile, works solely 
witli calculations, not sentiments. It was enough for liim to see 
tlie Preaident's final success probable, to (le^ire it, and to adapt 
himself, witli all the readiness of a pliant politicnn, to the results 
that would grow out of it, seeking to extiii-t tiom thtm all llie 
profit Hs policy demanded, 

I deem this to be an impartial, however impeifeit, slceteh of the 
situation at (he beginning of April, when I went over to London in 
quest of Mr. Addington's quaiierly check, as well as of some definite 
information respecting my longer connection with the Foreign 
Office. I called promptly, and was received by the Under Secre- 
tary with his usual formal civility. In reply to his ordinary 
question of " what was going on in France," I conveyed just such 
a p I h t il 1 1 8 t 1 gt! 1 

H h t 1 tl h t d t 1 h f nt 

t t d h f th fii Id h h 1 tt n dl 

Imt tl IP dihlfl Hmqiy 

d tllllhdt yhUdS tTt d b 

dm twlllkfdlip hk D d 

B k w 1 tl t y m i pi lly 1 I wh th y d 

p f th p il II d -a pt f the 

amount, and Mr. Aldington was oa the point of makmg his 
parting salutation when, to his surprise, I sat down again. 

I believed Hm fully aware of all that had occurred ; still, for 
form's sake, I considered it best to make koown to him, as 
though he did not, all that had transpired between Mr. Edwardes 
and myself, recapitulating every detail, and winding up with my 
reflections thereon. The "Under Secretary had passed years enough 
in the Foreign Office to know how to accommodate himself in 
manner and language to all possible emergencies j and though he 
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may not have anticipated a proceeding so direct, and, perhaps, a little 
presumptuous on my part, still he met it with a composure, if not 
utt^ly stoical, at least in harmony wiih his mystic functions. 

Mr. Addingtott may have expected that as he showed no desiro 
or intention to refer to the diplomatic passage of arms which had 
occurred between Mr, Edwardes and myself, that I would in all 
likelihood be content to "let well alone." This is ancient usa"-e 
both wiihia and without the walls of the Foreign Office, and before 
violating it I had given it a passing thought. It was not so much 
from rampant curiosity to pierce through mysteries, as with a view 
to pacify my offended dignity, that I determined now that the time 
had eome to receive such explanation as the occasion, I considered, 
called for. 

Having finished iny recital, cai-efully studded with every effect 
that could possibly add to its weight, I paused, liJte Brutus, for a 
reply, mutely wondering what it would be. The Under Seci-etary 
hadstood the while with his gaze intently fixed on the Turkey car- 
pet, meditating, as I thought, on ray words, The sound of my voice 
ceasing seemed to wake him up, and finding my tale fully told, 
he raised his head and said — 

"Well, I know nothing at all about the matter, and, therefore, 
have nothing to say." 

I fell headlong from the boiling point of expectation to the 
zero of disappointment. 

" Know nothing about it P " I exclaimed. 
" Nothing." 
" Never heard of it ? " 
" Never." 

There was a chilly dryness in Mr. Addington's loots and words 
that almost benumbed mt I never had the ambition of Hercules 
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for despei-ate jobs, and I saw how far beyond ray strength would 
be any effort to force out of Mr. Addington a word it was not hia 
cue to speak. I tried him again, however, on another tack. 

" What would you advise me to do ? " I asket!. 

I had never suspected the impassable Under Seei-etary capable 
of a shrug, but he gave way to one, as a response, that a Frenchman 
might have envied. StiE absorbed in contemplation of the aforesaid 
carpet, the Under Scci-etary stood at bay. 

Under any other circumstances 1 might have admired it, but 
paralyzed by my rebonad from the atone wall (begging Mr. Ad- 
dington's pardon) I had unconsciously run against, I felt- only 
anxious to pick myself np and be off. 

" Good morning," I said pleasantly, as I retired to the door. 

" Gfood niotning," repeated the Under Secretary in a tone 
that to ray disordered fancy had aU the effect of " don't yon wish 
you may get it ? " that is, in reference to what I wanted to know. 

From what I have related it has been seen that Mr. Addino-ton, 
-by direction, of course, of Lord Palmerston, had thought proper 
to ignore the proceedings of Ms subordinate, Mr. JEdwavdes, at 
Paris. Now, what did this mean P Mystery was piled on mya- 
tery. It was impossible to doubt that Mr. Edwardes had simply 
obeyed instructions in his hitsqite effort to oust me, but why 
sbould tlie Under Secretary hesitate to follow up the initiative that 
tad been taken. Was it possible that Lord Palmerston had, 
meanwhile, been seized with a fit of repentance, and had concluded 
not to break with me, cither from a hope of future usefulness or 
the conviction that I desen-ed a better fate? 

.At all events, it was plain enough that the U'oreign Office had 
beat a retreat and left me still in possession of the field. This 
might lave sufficed any easy gentleman chiefly concerned in 
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pocketing regularly liia quarter's salary, but I was not at all in- 
cUnedto sit quietly (Iowa uadtr the Dimocles sword suspended 
over my head. Had I lost tto contdence of Loi-d Palmcrstoa P 
If so, wty retain mo a day longer in the Foreign Office ? Why 
Dot put a prompt, a cii d, and sitisfictory tenuination to it ? This 
waa what I wanted to know, ind vraa quite decided to ascertain. 

On the other hand, if it were diaded to go on with me, why 
not vouchsafe me sudi luditationa as would enable me to comply 
with the views of my chief? Should these turn out different from 
what I supposed they were, as conveyed in the remarks of Lord 
Palmcrston at Broadlands, September, '50, or were such as I 
could not conscientiously support, then nothing waa left me but to 
tender my resignation. This was, certainly, the common-acnse 
view of the subject, hut it may not have conformed to the diplo- 
matic mode of proceeding in vogue at the Poi-eign Oflce. There 
was this advantage, however, in adopting the former, that it wonld 
have left me without cause of dissatisfaction or grounds of complaint. 

My interview with Mi'. Addington only cleared *p one point, viz., 
that a change of tactics had been decided upon. Iwas determined 
coHle qui coiiie to press forward and inow more. I was fully sen- 
sible of my presumption in contending single-handed against such 
formidable odds as the legion ydept the ^Foreign Office, with such a 
Col us a Lord Pahnerston at its head. I had little doubt of my 
lilt m t I feat, but my mind, as related, was firmly made up to try 
my hand at a set-to with the veiy masters of the art of craft, and 
f lur lid, therefore, bring no humiliation. Nay, an advantage 
w lid tiU remain with me in the new experience gained. 

Ti'ue, if I could have possibly foreseen by mesmeric or other 
means, all the frightful consequences of my great temerity — if I 
could have dreamt of such an ineoncoivable concatenation of events. 
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as ultimately put me in the hard gripe of tlie Foreign Office, 
cerles, I sliould lisiTe recoiled in terror from wliat I looked on at 
tlietime as a harinless and justiiiaWe coarse of action. If tlieFo. 
reign Office, on the other hand, had been imbned with any prophetic 
lore, and could, by astrological or other divination, have anticipated 
the failure of theii- worst designs, and the final publication of this 
boot, it is quite probable they would have dropped all sleights of 
hand, however dexterous, and dealt with me in a more rational way. 

Having recovered, in a day or two, from my fiat repulse at Mr. 
Addington'a hands, I turned my battery, albeit in a curious, not a 
hostile sense, against my commander-in-chief. Lord Palmei'stou. 
I meant to seek an interview with him, and I could imagine no 
adequate reason wliy lie should refase it. When I left him last at 
Broadknds, but sa. short months ago, I was high in favor, and 
nothing could I detect, in reviewing my acta or intentions, that of 
right should lower me. As my employment sprang entirely from 
his own suggestion, I had positive claims on his attention, and he 
was, further, bound by his breeding, noUem oblir/e, to treat me 
■with civility. 

I called at the 'Foreign Office, therefore, one afternoon, and sent 
up my card to the noble Visconnt, The answer returned was— 
" Lord Palmerston's engaged, but will yon wait ?" Nothing was 
moro likely than his Lordship should be engaged, and so resigning 
tnyself to my thoughts, I set patiently to work at what the French 
call /aire I'anlichamhre. Half an hour elapsed, and I considered 
this justified me in walking about the dingy, dark room, which at 
the Foreign Office answei-s for the purgatory that aU expectants, 
sinners or not, are required to pass more or less time in. 

An hour elapsed, but uo summons tUeuce. I heard bells ling 
and messengers moving about the corridors, but the door of my 
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Bolitaiy den gave no signs of vitality. Having finished my pi-o- 
icenade, I began, by way of distraction, to road over the nearlv 
illegible titles of sundry musty volumes tliat reposed in undis- 
turbed decay in a respectable old boolccaae, that had been kepi 
locked up from time immemorial. 

It was a pretty hard job for a man wlio nevei- got a medal for 
patience, but I worked through two hours on the slender materials 
enumerated. Lord Palmeraton was still engaged, for I had heard 
nothing to the contrary. Lord Palmerston's reputation for wit 
all the world knows, but it was only on this occasion I slowly per- 
ceived that he was just as fond of a practical joke. He had re- 
quested me " to wait," and he left it entirely to my option to 
keep waiting or to go. 

I decided, after- the dose already digested, on the latter, and 
riuging for a messenger I bid him say, should Lord Palmereton 
send down, that I would call again. I could scan in the pby- 
sigonomy of the vetei-an 1 addi-essed an expression not to be mis- 
taken. It said as plainly as words, "if you have not got enough 
oi it call igim I m ^^ht be Jll!st^ken but my cii, be„in to lock 
worse than I tb n,lit it 

The un^leasint probit on the nolle SeciLtiy h^d pit mc 
throigh left me to infer thit he soight to slmlc me and tns 
symptom m i Mimstei of Si^tl, is fatil But leierting to my 
common ben-^e notioi s and forgettm^, thit diplomicy loses ill its 
charms if it does not employ ciicuitous methods I sat down to 
wi te a pobte note to Loid 1 almerston regretting thit otbei en- 
gagements pievented me fiom n itmg longer at the I'oreign Office 
ou Wednesday andbe;; mgthe honoi of an mteiviewitlusieisire 
He must answer that, was my reflection as I dispatched my note. 
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and what ciiii lie say but that lie will see me, or laake an excuse 
for not doing so ? One or the other will suffice. 
The same day I received the fbiiowiiig : — 

Cai-lton Gardens, 13th April, 1831. 
Dear Sik— 

You will find me at the ForeigTi Office to-moixow at five 

Years fdtlifiillj-, 
IlY, WiKOFF, Esq. PALMEESTOIN'. 

All my doubts and suspicions vanished on the instant. This 
prompt and business-like reply, grantiog me the desired interview, 
and naming even the precise honv my visit was expected, scattered 
to the wind all my brooding fancies, and I saw how much mental 
wrong 1 had done the innocent Under Secretary of State, whilst 
my remorse was keen, indeed, at all my silly imaginings concerning 
the Ulusti-ioiis head and front of the Foreign Office. The noble 
■ Viscount never could have granted, it struck me immediately, 
this iutevview, without prevarication or deky, if he were not pre- 
pared to come to a definite understanding, and to go on smoothly 
with my engagement hereaiter. 

If all I had suspected had been well founded, why the Minister 
would have availed lumself of any pretext, pressure of businrss or 
what not, to avoid meeting me, and this might have been espressed 
in the civilest manner possible. No man ever had a more complete 
maste y over 1 ngaage than Lord Palmersfon, which he employs 
w tl s ch s n^ula skill as to be able to convey the faintest shade 
oi tloujt 

As I a led my way to the Foreign Office on the day in 

qu si on 1 1 r ed over in my mind the best mode of treating the 

I J t I WIS J s to touch upon. I felt the indiscretion of 
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a k t ascertain wLat miglit exactly be the opinions of the 
F Minister respecting tlie I'liited Slates, or ivlicllier he 

tl 1 1 tl at I hail shewn more zca! thnu tact in t!ie course I Iiad 
t k I felt easy, however, at knowing, even if I had any sucli 
nte t that Lord Palmei-ston was too old a diplomatist to let 
ma 1 his mind at my leisure. I was quite certain tliat I 
w nld bt n no more than he was disposed to impart to me, and I 
resigned myself, therefore, the more readily to the modicum of 
information, more or less, that he would condescend to accord me. 
I was at the place of rendezvous punctually at five o'clock, and 
sent up my card as usual. I wailed half-an-hour, but without the 
least impatience this time, for ae my mind was in no suspense about 
the result, the moments flew by unobserved. A messenger, firniUy, 
came in to say that one of the Diplomatic Corps had just called 
upon Lord Palmerslon, and tliat I would be obliged to wait his 
departure. 

"Oh, vei7 well," I replied, "I shall abide his Lordship's plea- 
Time rolled on, and by degrees I exhausted all the topics of 
my gentle meditations. Bless my sod 1 it occuned to me, at last, 
could I have mistaken the date of the note and have come the 
wrong day ? I had it in my pocket and examined it. No ; there 
it was, the IStli of April, and I had made no error. 

Nearly two hom's had elapsed since my anival, ami I thought I 
might venture to snmmon one of the offtcials of the place, and so 
raug the bell. The intensely respectable individual who had bowed 
me out the day before presented himself. 

"Has the Foreign Ambassador gone ?" -1 inquired. 
" I believe he Las," was the cautious reply. 
" Is anybody with his Lordship ? " 



I ..Google 



A UEPBIEVE. 197 

*'I really cannot say, Sir," waa tlie pradent answer; for tlie 
underlings of the Foreign Office are all obliged to respect tLe 
observances of a certain diplomatic training. Any bungling 
of theira migbt involve the Minister or Under Secretaries in various 
unpleasant predicaments, and tbeir dismissal would follow without 
mercy. They speak, therefore, by the card; and when my inter- 
locutor went so far as to admit, with a qualification, that the 
Ambassador was gone, whilst I was not immediately scut for, I was 
seized with a new qualm of suspicion. 

I hesitated a moment, and then thought another question might 
tend to elucidate matters. 

" Perhaps his Lordship has forgotten mc," I suggested. 

"Oh no. Sir," exclaimed the messenger, " his Lordship always 
places on Ms desk the cards of those he intends to see, and only 
removes them after he has seen them." 

Cerberus had his cue, for all this meant that as the noble Lord 
liad not sent for tne jet, there was the litely Inference that he 
■would not send for me at all, 

"I will wait a Mttle longer," I observed to the messenger, who 
retired with a bow of acquiescence. 

Now what in. the world am I to understand by all this, was my 
inward and searching reflection as 1 sat down again to ruminate. 
A humiliating sense of my inability to cope with manmuvrea like 
these came over me, and as I looted round the duU. apartment 
almost obscured in the shades of evening, I began to wish myself 
fairly out of this fox's den. 

What did the illustrious Viscount mean, I iept on repeating aa 
each eifort at a solution failed, in asking me to come and see him 
at the Foreign Of&ce on such a day and at suck an hour ? There it 
is iu black and white, and I read his note again. 
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Oai-Iton Gwdcns, iSih April, 1851. 
Bear Sir— 

You will find nie at the li'm-cign Offite to-moiTow at five 

Yotii's faitlifiilly, 
Ht. Wieofp, Eaq. PALMERSTON. 

I perused it mechaiiicaily over and over, when, at last, a new 
light began to pierce my dull brains. Was it possible ? Another 
practical joke of the noble humourist ten times richer tliaii that of 
the previous day. Hoiv could I be so stupid as aot to see it before ! 
The same self-contempt at his blindueas which overtook Maehcth 
when "Biniam wood came to Dunsinane," overcame me for a 
moment. 

Lord Palmeraton told'me in liia note that I would find him at 
the Foreign Office at five o'cloct. Well, it was true. I had found 
him there at that hour punctually. He had never said anything 
about wm^ me, though. That ivas simpljaninfei'enceof my own, 
and I had paid for it by kicking my heels there in idle expectation 
for more than two mortal houra. It must be so. I see the joke 
now, and a better never victimised mc. 

I rang the bell once more, wben tho same deferential man in 
black appeared. 

"Has his Lordship enqnired for meP" I asked pleasantly. 

" I believe his Lordship has gone," and my respondent uncon- 
sciously, perhaps, rubbed his nose with his finger, an indication, as 
I took it, most significant, and worth a whole volume of dull com- 
ment. The truth stared me in the face. I had been the dupe of 
aa admirable ntse, and his Lordship must have enjoyed its complete 
success not a little. Happily, I was not obliged to conceal my 
vexation from the attentive janitor who stood by to bow me out. 
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for I felt imne; but picking up Kiy hat, I took my departure with- 
out losa of dignity. 

Some may doubt my composure under such a deliberate slight, 
and think it mere parade. It is astonisliiog, though, with what 
equanimily ordinaiy people bear the braat of a gi'eat man's joke, 
and as tlie bully in the play asserted that he always liked any one 
the betkr for having foi^ht with him, so I thought, pei'haps. Lord 
Palmerston would relish me the more for having achieved such a 
jocular triumph orer me. What tended chiefly, there is little doubt, 
to allay my little irritation that I might otherwise have experienced, 
was my unfeigned surprise to find that such "artful dodges" were 
to he found amongst the diplomatic apparatus of the ]?oreign 
OlEce, and that they were bo highly esteemed as to be employed, 
when occasion warranted it, by such an adept of the art as Lord 
Palmerston, the distinguished head of the depai-tment. 

Up to this time I had considered that jests like these constituted 
the stock-in-trade of facetious school-boys, but this new experience 
of mine not only revealed the unlimited resources of diplomacy, 
but taught me that the simplest means are frei^uently the clevetest 
and the best. In my ignorance I had entertained the most pro- 
found reverence, almost dread, for the arama of the Downing-street 
temple, and when first I entered its solemn portals, I ventured 
forward with cautious step and 'bated breath, lest it might be 
thought that "fools rash in where angels fear to tread." But as 
my apprenticeship waxed on, and I. became better acquainted with 
its modus operandi and more familiar with the materials used, I 
discovered, like the novice who gets at last "behind the scenes," 
that I had been all my life admiring very grand effects produced by 
veiy trashy means. 

In the present case, see what had been accomplished by a 
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commou-pliice trick CEough, wliicli hiid It a fumble to 

my conceit, and to protect Lord Palm t t from my 

iiggressive curiosity. I found myself s ft t 11 t d down 
by tliis unexpected bye-plaj of t!ie adro t M o t tli 1 1 decided 
furthwith to give up my experimeota on tl T Oih , and to 

abide the manifestation of its final plea u e tli wL t grace I 

I.abandoned London soon jifter, and malfing a slsort deiour to 
revive my drooping spirits, got back to Paris on tlie 27tli of April, 
a wiser man somewhat than I left it. On calling next day at the 
British ]3mbassy I found a letter there in the well-knoiva hand of 
the noble Secretary of State. It ran thus — 

Carlton Gai-dens, April 18 th, 1851. 
My DEAR Sir— 

I was very sorry to be pi-erented from seeing you on WetL 
nesday, but if you should be in town on Saturday, the 26th, you 
would find mo at the Foreign Office at Ave o'clock, or half-past five, 
on that day. 

Yours faithfully, 
Hr. WiKOFF, Esq. PALMERSTON. 

The immediate effect of this flattering missive was to make me 
quite oblivious of my late bruises, and I was near as possible 
i-unning over to London to explain why it happened that I was not 
there on the 26th, the day suggested. But my flrst emotions soon 
subsided, and I began to recall the illusions that had led me astray 
before. In spite of all ray deference, the suspicion was getting 
strong hold of me that if ray Loi-d Palmci-ston was not a gay, he 
was, perchance, an arch deceiver. 

I looked closer into his note. Was it, in fact, a bona fde 
apology for the fim he had played oif on mc, or was it only one of 
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tliose formal acls of civility of tlie hardened boxer, who, nfter a 
"amnslier," seeks to encourage his antagonist to try it again, by 
hoping " he has not hurt him." The apparent regret of the il- 
lustrious Viscount was highly soothing, but why did he put off tho 
proposed interview to the 26th — a whole week? Was that only 
to give me breathing time and courage to venture again f 

The really suspicious point of his renewed invitation was, that 
the same language exactly was employed as before, viz., " You will 
find me at the Foreign Office." No ; a joke's a joke, I observed 
to myself, but it loses all its piquancy from repetition, and before I 
consign myself again to solitary confinement in that fusty old cell 
at the Foreign Office for several houi-s, I will give his LordsJiip a 
sly hint that I half divine his intention. If I am mistaken I shall" 
have a more explicit letter, but in the other ease I shall liear no 
more of him. This wa? my aige decision, and 1 wrote to him ac- 
cordingly. 

The result showed I had acted sensibly, for in a few days after- 
wards Mr, Edwardes told me that IiOrd Paiinerston had written to 
bid him say that "he did not wish to see me for anything 
particular, but he thought I wished to see hun." 

" Go to, go to, for an arrant madcap," I was inclined to say 
with the grave-digger in Hamlet, when I heard tliis message. It 
was actually laughing in my face without the smallest consideration 
for my wounded pretensions. It was just as much as to say, 
"Weil, my Yankee friend and employ^, if your vaulting ambition to 
penetrate into the unfathomable recesses of my ambiguous policy 
is Hot yet appeased, come on once more — ' you will find me at the 
Foreign Office at five o'clock.' " 

In the state of mystification to which I had fallen, it was some 
comfort to find a companion no better off. For not long after 1 
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retmiied, Mr. Edwardea said to me one day, rubbing liis hands m 
a pleasant sort of a way : — 

" Well, what did Mr. Addington say to yon F" 

" He said," I replied, not affecting to uiidorstaud him, " here's 
a eiecfc for £1 35, and will you sign the receipt ?" 

He looVed at me askance, to make sm.-e T was not diplomatising; 
and reassured by mj innocent look, he went on : — 

" Yea, but what did he say, I mean, about youv resigning ?" 

'* Not a single word," I answered. 

*■ What, not a word !" he esclaimed, energetically, somewhat in 
the tone that Othello exclaimed, "What, not Cassio killed 1" 
though I don't intend to compare the cases. 

" No," I repeated, " not a word, though 1 did my best to draw 
lu t 

Ml Ed d f 11 b k tliorouglily thunderstruck as ever I 

w y H d f r a time motionless, like Don Bar- 

t 1 th p d li n t length, he came to, it seemed as 

th 1 1 11 n ly get over his astonishment. I don't 

tl k 1 th Si m n n again. 

It w 1 t m th ever before, however, that the fii'st 

mt t t t my h ad ott' summarily, as attempted 

th h t! t t f Mr. Edwardes, but for some inoom- 
P 1 bl k n ly to the Foreign Office, a np-ieve 

B d d d n d a y fH al life was prolonged. Be it for 
better or for worse, I was still determined to go on as I had begun, 
and to continue, be the con3ec[uences what they might, to do all 
that in me lay to cement the happy concord between England and 
France, and above all, to bury deep the immovable foundations of 
Et lasting alliance between sire and son, England and her once re- 
bellious coknies, now one of the great Powers of the world. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



That the leading statesmen of Prance alioulcl Iiave Itnown 
nothing of the ctaracter or intellect of the Pi-ince Louis Napoleon 
prior to his advent in France, August, 1848, is natural enough; 
for, an exile all his life, they had no chance of personal ohserration, 
and what else they knew of him was greatly to his disadvantage. 
His attempts against the dynasty of Louis Philippe in '36 and '40 
were regarded as nothing short of the acts of a madman, for 
neither his means nor raotiTss were understood. Besides, it was 
the interest of the statesmen of the day to heap opprobrium upon, 
him, whatever their secret opinions, for his success might lead to 
the creation of new men, and their o\vn retirement from the stage 
of polities. 

As far as my own experience went, and I may venture to say 
there was scarcely a prominent man of France whose opinion I had 
not sounded in one way or another of the Prince Louis, I do not 
hesitate to assert that not one of them had the least notion of hia 
true disposition, character, or mind when he was elected President 
of the Kepublic, December, '48. It was a settled conviction 
amongst them all that he was a weak and fiivolous person, and 
composed of just such pliant materials as adapted him exactly for 
the political tool they ardently desired to get hold of, Louis 
Philippe had too much cleverness and duplicity to be bandied 
always as suited the views of his aspiring counsellors. 
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I ha(c m the eomse of my niimtue gnea pi^ms tfl'mp^es of 
the ominous difiiculties tliat giew up gradually liet« een the Piesi- 
dent and the mSuentul pohtioians of the day To any one «ho 
untlerstood the Tiesident's leal chaiaeiei, and the mistaken 
opinions foicied of him by theae paity leadei=i, it was cuiiou", not 
to say amu&ing, to natch the development of events, aud to 
note tlie lanoua pliases ot ffelm§ the latter sureeasnely uh- 
derwent '\\ hen the results of their management of the Piesident 
turned out the vejy opposite to thit intended, whilst hia conduct 
was so diffeient to that expected, they were, at first, astonished, 
theu perplexed, next distrustful, and, at hbf, furiously hostile. 

At the hi.i,mmng you heaid them exclaiming, " mais c'fsi 
^tmmanl " (it ib a&tomshm J 

Lateiitwa'i, "mafoi,jeiiycompenfls own (bj my laithj I dou't 
understand it) 

Afterwards they hegan whispering, ''prenee y garde ; m^Jies 
vous" (take care ; he on your guard). 

Finally, they broke out with, "il faut enfinir c'est Aren^refot^' 
( t t t fi h— t ltd m d). 

It n I tI I p t th t F h p !t ns should have 
m 1 th P L t th 1 5; and I admit 

ih t tt t 1 1 q kly and correctly 

aft a la f h t 1 W i^ tenfold by the 

xt-em t n 1 d fh ult p t d bni what I do 

n d t h t I t th 1 t nt, the keenest- 

„ht Im fth pit al Id 1 II lib wandering about 
as completely in the dark as to the man they really had to do 
with, as though they were obstinately playing witli him a game of 
" blind man'a buft" 



I ..Google 



TUE ME CA3I, 205 

Wlicther it was that the Prince Louis iva': a comTn'iiatinn suet 
as they had never met before— aiitl there is something in thisj 
for the Prince is neither wholly Frunch, German, Italian, Enghsh, 
or American, hut, having lived in all these countries, he has 
contracted, hkely, a, little iilentity with each— or whether, having 
yielded prematurely to a rooted conviction, they were too proud to 
confess it even to themselves, I know not ; but the fact is posi- 
tive, that even so late aa May, 1851, the idea was still as 
prevalent as ever amongst them, that the Prince Louis Wapolcon 
was a very ordinary person, without force or capacity for the r^le 
he was enacting. 

That it may not be supposed I am indulging in idle speculation, 
I will mention an expression of III. Dnpin's, President of the 
Assembly, which struck me so forcibly that I have never forgotten 
it. But first a word or two of this distinguished person. 

M. Dnpin was a lawyer by profession, and rose steadily to ita 
highest functions Embiiking m political life 1 e obta ned similar 
ele^at on theie Eschewing the e\tieme opinions of all pwties, 
he ittnched hiraseif to that body ot reipectible men who, under 
Loms Philippe, were designated the juste mtheii paity, which 
appellation explained then model ite views, and coiseijuent in- 
fluence in the State. M. Dapin for many years presided over the 
Chamhef of Deputies, and became, at last, in May, '49, President 
of the Legislative Assembly. It is needless almost to say, that to 
occupy such positions as M. Dupin i-etamed for jearsi and to 
reach to that elevation in the State which was universally 
conceded to him, he must possess abilities of the very first order. 

It is not for this only I select him for a passing remark, but 
rather that with the intellect ho possesses in common with so many 
of his gifted countrymen, he joins a description of character that isj 
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certainly, rare T M D p I w p 1 1 d d Ij 1 f 

js one of tiios p t cal d b lik m tl t 

commoa enougl E gl d d tli TJ t d St t b t tl 1 d 
even, of Henr I\ n I ff g t t H It 

entirely free of th t li 1 ty th t ti ty f d p t tli t f 
centuries lias b 1 g d t m P I 1 t d 

which, thougli Ifiltlh ftm tHim t 

trait, even am t tl li h t 1 f m wl t 1 pi j 

itself, if not in d ^ L 1 1 t in I ty d t 

laxity of opinio 

MDj- y li-tb dl ftltwll 

f t t tl t tl. p 1 p 1 t f t m I wl 

kjt bl)]_bl I 'll' P 

bltj H ftli d i p wl tl t 

th I 1 1 t t 11 g t d t I t t b -nil 

th i fit I p ty d 1 t tl h f ] 1 

t 1 th h d bly d pt d b tt ib n 

ytlmlkwtt t dl t r tit 

Pail amentan Government which is the English, panacea for the 
diseised bodj-politic of every nation. 

If such a man as M. Dupin, by the single force of his taleBta, 
clnractei and career, cannot aecui-e the longevity of Pai-lianientary 
institutionB it may be logically inferred that the soil of Erance is 
not J et adipted to ibis exotic d'o«ire mer. M. Dupin was Presi- 
dent of the Chamber of Deputies, as I have said, under Louis 
Philippe, and was, besides, an intimate friend and counsellor of tbe 
King; yet he failed signally in making the Pai-liament understand 
either the eri^eneies of the epoch or the spirit of tbe nation. 
Again, when President of tbe Legislative Assembly, where it was 
of Tital conseijuenoe he'aliould reconcile the ParHamentary par^ 
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to the jatring and tostile elements around, lie forgot his r6U so fai 
as to become a partisanj and sacriiiced his important functions for 
tlie sake of a bon moL 

If M. Dupin conld iaye restrained his sarcastic wit, better 
ordei- would have prevailed in the Assembly ; raid if such a man 
was carried away at such a crisis, it proves that party spirit is yet 
too strong in I'rance, perhaps, for a balanced Constitution to 
flourish; and how much more, then, for the plaything called Par- 
liamentary Government ? 

I have knoivLi M. Dupin for several ytais, so fat aa a humble 
individual like myself can know so lofty a peison, and have occa- 
sionally sought an intei'view. I waa curious, indeed, to ascertain 
what might be the real opinion of such a man eonceiamg the im- 
mediate future of his country, as well as of those who might 
control her destinies. 

I called on him one morning in JJay, 'SI, at the splendid resi- 
dence assigned to their President by the Assembly, and was 
favoured with a short conversation, though ^uite a crowd of ex- 
pectants were waiting in his ante-chamber to see him. 

With all Ids prudence it was impossible for him to disguise the 
utter vacancy of his mind as to the momentous contingencies of 
the future; but- one important fact leaked out, which did honor to 
liis patriotism, and harmonised with the elevation of his character. 
Though identified in some measure with the Monarchical paity, 
more from love of order than sympathy with their projects, he dis- 
played entire readiness to lend himself to any political arrangement 
that offered the best chance of stability. 

As the Assembly had declared itself against the re-election of the 
Prince Louis Napoleon to the Presidency, he considered it useless 
to take that into consideration ; but it was evident that he was quite 
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ready to enter into a compromise with tte moderate EcpuHioan 
party, aa constituting the best hasis for a permanent organisatioa. 
General Cava^ac was the admitted head of ibis pai'ty, and I 
asked him, rather abruptly, what he thought of him. 

"Lb General Gamignac est un homme trh digne sous tous les 
rapports " (Genei-al Cavaignac h a very worthy man in all respects), 
was his reply, uttered with strong emphasis, 

Tet, M. Dupin remembered his failm-c in '43, when competing 
with the Prince Louis for the popular favor, and he was fully aware 
that neither the General nor his party had gained anything since. 

The conversation then turned upon the Prince President, of 
whom M, Dupin spoke in measured terras of respect. He avowed 
his conduct had been judicious, though I am sure he thought this 
had proceeded more from irresolution than judgment. He believed 
the Prince still retained his hold upon the masses, and that this 
made all the difficulty of tho situation. 

"Do you think he will rethe," I ventured to ask, " at the end 
of his term?" 

M. Dupin hesitated a moment. "II aspire m pourpre" (He 
aspires to the purple), ho said slowly and with much gravity. 

" His chances are not had, I think," was my prompt remark. 

" Non.mais^" returned tho President of tho Assembly, and 
he stopped short. 

"Mais — ■" I repeated in a tone of undisguised interest — 

" Mais il n' est pm maez fori pour ce rSle la (but he is not strong 
enough to play that part). 

M. Dupin certainly spoke from no prejudice against the Prince, 
or as though averse to his making tho effort if he thought fit, but 
simply from his profound conviction that tho Prince had not tlie 
requisite force of character or mental capacity to govern France. 
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It is wortTi while to give this anecdote, which I trust ivill not ho 
offensive lo the et President Dupin as illustrating the opinion 

ttnlftlP L bthll mnfFn n 

It ti p f 1 

Agl thdldy Ihhlnitt 

w tl m p t 1 ty f t 1 t tl t f 11 d 

wlhhpd wtlhtyfF BylKpn 

C 1 1 t n f 4 t ttl i th t tl P 1 t f tl B 

1 hi IV t in Th h h p tly m t 

t t fy t n tl b t f p hi m b t t U m t 

p typpl Iffm Idt Ip Itl 

pl y 1 I w d ht f th p p 1 t 11 n hi 

with abad ^laee fiom the Eepuhlican p ty It p d th y h d 
no faith in their own doctrines. Still worse, it was an uiijastifiable 
invasion of the popular will, for had not the nation, invested with 
unlimited suifrage, the right to choose their own Government ? 

This was an egregious mistalte, which, added to its other de- 
fects, rendered the permanence of the Constitution more than 
doubtful. The popularity of the Prince Louis was so universal that 
his re-election might be regarded as the uationai sentiment; nnd 
under these cii-cumstances, it was clearly the duty of the Assembly 
to modify the Constitution and strike out the prohibiting clause in 
question. As faithful representatives, thej were required to respect 
the popular wish, which manifested itself in every form of enthusi- 
astic demonatration ; and as patriots, they were bound to remove 
Willi cheerful alacrity so threatening a cause of disorder as grew 
out of the retention of this presumptuous interference with the will 
of the nation. 

It was remembered -that the Constitution had never been sub- 
mitted to popular approvaJ, and this made the maintenance of any 
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of ts p tb at came afo drecfcoUiso ivith the popular 
de e doubly « wise as t was clei ly 1 geioua. Ibis waa, 
mleel a uonento s } e t on Upo ts decision depended 
bo lless CO t t,e es conce vible res Its If tlie Assembly 
we e solely anx o s foi tbe vellare of Tr nee tbeir course was 
wan fest They sho Jd unan mously n lb In v every obstacle to 
tlie f ee exf re s on of ll e nat on 1 lupulse Vi 1 tever tlieir doubts 
or dislike of tbe President of the Eepublic might be, they had no 
right to dictate to the nation, or to thwavt its purpose. 

How blind must they be not to see that any such attempt must 
recoil upon their own heads, and make tbe President only the legiti- 
mate agent of the national will in putting a violent end to their 
abused mandfite. As patriots, as men of sense, and as sngaoioua 
politicians, tliey had only one alternative, viz., to repeal the Con- 
stitutionaE clause against re-eligibility. 

What waa their conduct at this gi-ave crisis, involving tbeir own 
destiny and the national weal P 

What was the conduct of the Convention which in '87 framed 
the present Constitution of the United States P Every clause, 
every Ima of it was shaped in accordance with the popular mind, 
and it was, afterwards, duly submitted to the populai- vote for 
approval or rejection. Just imagine the fate of the signers of this 
iustmment if they had inserted a pi-obibition against the re-eligi- 
bility of the President, lest Washington or Jefferson might be the 
counti^'s choice. It is easy to conceive the fate of this noble 
charter, if it bad been disfigured by such a clause, from such a 
motive — it woidd have been indignantly trampled under foot. 

Again, imagine what would have been the conduct of tbe English 
Oligarchy any time within these 35 years past upon any c[uestion 
which vitally touched the feelings or interests of the nation. Did 
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tliey resist tKe Eeform BUI in '33, or maintain tiie Com Laws ia 
'4 5 ? Mo, they were too wise to peril tlieir own existence, or to 
throw the oountiy into vioknt Ui&oider 

Let us see, now, what was the Tjehavioui of tlie TiL-ncTi Lcgis- 
li\tive Assemhly in 1851 E-veiy man of tliera kum that the 
conntry was in a most uiticil condition— that thi. wildest doe- 
fiines pei-vaded portions ot the lower classes — thit the norst 
passions of t!ie woi-st men weie aroused — that •'eciet societies 
stood ready at every daik coinei, waiting the sigml of anarchy to 
spring forward and apply the toich and use the poigmrd, tdl 
Fi-ance hecame a spectacle of hon-or to Europe. They also knew 
that if the Prince Louis Napoleon was prevented hecoming a candi- 
datsfor re-election, no other one remained upon whom the national 
choice was likely to rally. Did they, with the knowledge of this 
notorious fact, and in the presence of these dangers, foi^et party 
diffei-ences, dose their ranks, and, deliberating together as patriotic 
Frenchmen, decide to expunge the prohibitory clause, and thus 
extinguish all canse for alarm, and all pretext for nsnrpation ? 

Behold. The proposition came befoi-e the Assembly. The Ee- 
publicans opposed the amendment in a body. They braved all 
consequences, aa they thought their party must gain by confusion. 
It rested with the Monarchists to decide the question, as they had 
the majority. H^y deliherately voted io maifilain the clause 
against re-eligihttUy, and tbns arrogantly set at deiance the knowa 
wishes and the dearest interests of the nation. 

It was perfectly known to all those who mixed inpolitical circles 
at the time, that theic object was to get rid of the Prince Louis 
Napoleon ; and to gi-atify their pei-sonal hostdity, they went to the 
length of risking some terrible catastrophe. They had another 
object, besides, which was to do away with the Eepublic, and they 
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felt quite confldent that their vote against amending tlie Constitu- 
tion, wliicli would only ensni-e its longer duration, must precipitate 
some i-evolutionary demonstration, wHcli they meant to seize upon 
for restoritig the MonarcJiy. 

Whatevei- may be thought of the want of nationality, or the 
utter deficiency of correct feeling of the Monarchists of '61, still 
something might be conceded to their desperate courage if they 
bad based their calculations upon anything like a reasonable basis. 
■ But in doing away with the I'l'ince Louis, and in overthi-oiving the 
Bepublic, what chance, the most remote, existed for setting up the 
Monarchy in then: place? The feeling of the countiy ran strong 
against both brancbes of the Bourbon family, and any attempt to 
xestorc a Legitimist or Orleanist Piince would be met by the most 
implacable resistance. 

If the nation, however, Jiad entertained no objection to the 
restoration of the Bourbon Monarchy, was there any possibility of 
the adherents of the opposing branches ever agreeing which of the 
two should reign? "Would M. Thiers and Count Mole, on behalf 
of the Orleans Dynasty, have yielded to M. Berryer and Count 
Montalembert, representing the claims of Henri VP Unless they 
were prepared to revive the Spartan Constitution of Lycurgus, 
which divided the Executive Power between two kings— an 
absurdity— it was certain that the Monarchists would get to 
loggerheads amongst themselves, which would, infallibly, throw 
Fi-anee info the hands of the Socialists and Communists, who were 
so utterly incapable of organising a Government of any kind, that 
ruin and massacre would overspread the land. 

Every thinking man, nay, every dispassionate person in Prance, 
expressed these opinions daily in the snmma: of '51. The 
Monarchists could not, and did not, gainsay them. AUajaeta est 
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was tlieir only response, aiirl they bc^m then pi'epavations for 
caiTjiiig out the firet pnit of then progiaranie, the espiibioii of 
Pnnce Louis tiom. powei Bejond that they neithei siiy noi cal- 
culited InsunectioiL was piobible feocmliam was unmu ent nad 
Anarchj might hold the countiy m hei fiightful embrace ht jeirs 
to come, 'Mai! enfin le jew esi 5 jjoua ' (but finally, the game 
IS ourb) was then dechied belief, ior Piani^ exhausted and 
bleedinj, at eveiy poie mist cry ont toi the Monarcb\, wluoh will, 
then take new ind peimanent lOot 

This WIS the leasomng of these infit ited inlunated men in 
'51 Are ^uch me i so dehtient iii j idgment ai d common 
humanity to sij not! iig of pitnotism fit to be ei ti istid with 
the f, ell bning of Hottentots '' Are me i who would "iaciiticG to 
piivate pique oi paity passions their own safety and a nation s 
welfciie liiely to iniu^nte witb success the Pnliaraentaiy 
Government of England, or tbe Constitutional balaooe of the 
Unted States >■ Sucb weie doubtless the reflect ons of the 
nition astounded at so bold and flagitious an act as tb^, lefusil to 
le^ise tbe Constitution Was it hkely that a people so sagiiious, 
\]^>eiieneed and high sp uted a= tbe Fiencb would tamely sufler 
then lives and piopeity their national character and di^n ty, 
thus to be thrown mto the bodin^j cauldron of Revolution wben- 
evei it might suit the wbims, or gratify the mauoaise h i near of 
certain politicians ? 

JPor my part, I made up my mind at the time that these gentle- 
men, however brilliant tbeir literary or deolamatory powers, totally 
unden-ated the intelligence of the great nation tbey aspired to 
control, and lamentably misconceived tbe age they were living io. 
It is tiiie, tbey dug tbe pit which swallowed up Charles the Tenth 
and his Government of Priests. Not less true, thev prepared tho 
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downfall of Louis Philippe and his coliort of Placemen and Jobliers, 
In tliis, however, fliey were simply tlie inatruments of tlie popular 
will, whilst tBoy believed that they were only caiTjing out their 
pei'soaal projects. 

If ia higli time for the politicians of Prance to leam what the 
politicians of England and the United States already know : that 
Prance, no more than England or the United States, can be 
governed against its will or intei'ests by any man, or set of men, 
whatever theii- skill at intrigue, their moral hardihood, or their 
arrogant conceit. 

As for. then, as it depended on the politicians of the AssemNy, 
Eepublican and Monarchical, unhappy Prance was launched once 
more upon a shoreless sea. The vessel of State, betrayed by her 
own Officers, was drifting helplessly towards perdition. If her 
crew did not bestir themselves m time, their fate was sealed, 

What thought or said the President of the Eepublic at this last 
desperate move of the coalition of parties against hinjP He was 
narrowly watched hy Iiis antagonists, who eagerly longed for a 
word, and inwardly prayed for some act of his, that might give 
them some advantage over him. 

The nation, too, turned its earnest gaze upon him as though 
seeking to investigate if he had the requisite skill and resolution 
to undertake its defence against the perils which environed it. But 
lie spoke not, nor yet gave sign. His mien was calm, his pursuits 
iminteiTupted, and his resignation to the schemes of his enemies 
apparently supreme. His pui'pose, if he had any, remained in- 
scrutable. 

The Assembly, perplexed, seemed to repent its temerity. The 
nation, alarmed, regarded in silent horror the vortex it was ap- 
proaching. The President, whatever liis outward composui'e, must 
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have ponasTecl anxiously over the part he had to p%. Should ho 
abandon the helm, «n(l leiiTs the hart, freighted with such precious 
interests, to he dashed to pieces, or, Cui'tiua like, should he leap 
into the gulf, and seek to save the nation if he lost himself P He 
must have paused in the presence of such vast considerations. 
Selfish ambition could not alone have nerved him against such 
tremendous lisks as heset hia path. It was one of those solemn 
moments when nothing less than a sense of duty and a conviction 
of right will inspire a man or a nation to brave all odds, and 
struggle for the triumph of a righteous cause. 

It would have been an act of sheer insanity for him to think of 
entering the lists against the pohtidans of France, arrayed in 
solid phalanx, if he had not known the country was ready to sus- 
tain him in its own behalf. Could he doubt it? Had not peti- 
tions from every quarter and from all classes^poured for months 
into the Assembly, demanding his eligibility ? Had not the sym- 

I atl les of the nation disphyed themscl es in enthusiastic shouts 

II whatevei sei'tion of France he p] eared? What did this 
mean other than that p bhc opinion approved of his course, and 
thereby con le nne 1 that of the AssemllvP It is impossible to 
1 lepresent the sit atioa for ihe&e lacta are notorious. 

I challenge contradi-tiou when I assert that, in 1851, the Prince 
Louis Napoleon was enloracl by the opinion of the country; and 
to the same extent theiefo e were his opponents in the Assembly 
branded with mtional lep ob t on. If, then, he believed himself 
called upon to c! a p on tl e ciuse of Prance, and felt his courage 
equal to tlie giialcui of thee ergency, what forbad the act? His 
oath to the Constitution ! Wbat a mockery 1 The Conslitution 
no longer existed. It had been insulted, violated, and defied in 
the street and the Assembly by its own authors, till it had become 
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a by-word of scorn. It lad been bi-olcii tlirongli antl ridden down 
- by the Monarchical majority, in utter contemjit, wlieiicver it suited 
their purpoaa or relieved their spleen. 

What was the Constitution of '43 other than the ill- contrived 
pact of the pseudo-Eepublican party, by which they hoped to secure 
power in their own hands, and which, fearful ot its rejection, they 
hadneverventuredtosubmit tothe vote of the country. It wanted 
the national stamp, and was therefore illegal, according to every 
Republican theory. Some of its more prominent authors, Louis 
Blanc and Ledrn EoUin, had, by an appeal to arms, endeavoured in 
'48 and '49 to destroy it, but it was eustained by the necessities of 
the country till some better adjusted oi^anizivtion should anpersede 
it. Indeed, it mattered liltle to the country what form of govern- 
ment existed, whether Republican or Monarchieal, so long as legis- 
lation was in harmony with their interests, and the laws were 
faithfully administered. 

But things had come to snch a pass that the Legislature, who 
alone had the power, treasonably refused to amend the organic law 
when it was proved that it stood dii-ectly in the path of the wishes 
and interests of the" nation. To talk at such a crisis of the oath 
of the President to a paiiy compact, violated, fii'st, by its own 
sponsoi-s, and next, abused by those who temporai-ily sustained it 
from selfish motives, and which was always wanting in legality, ia 
simply to se' logic and reason at defiance. 

These w e the v ew ente ta ned it the t me by all n pa t al 
and dispa s onate peo^ le ! o h 1 o other mte e I tl a to sea 
the country sa ed i o ii tl e 1 o o s of archy wl h so pla ly 
avaited t As ne vo on tleiolt n? of all j te b ^-an 
to make p pa at ons for the sto my i t e now app oacl n^, The 
Eepubhcans wcic soie peiple^ud to Imd a candidate to lepresent 
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them at the nest Pi-esidential election. So little confidence liad 
they thai any one of tbeir iiiown leaders was likely to attract the 
popular "suffrage, that they made up tlieii- minds to adopt «» iiommt 
du pevple, some common labourer or workman, Tliey were husv 
the autumn of '51, seeking to find such an one as would suit their 
purpose. Could any fact more clearly denote to wliat a point the 
Eepublican party in Fi-ance had fallen, when they were compelled 
to resort to aueh a shift in the hope to save ttcmaelves from utter 
extinction ? 

As for the Monarchists, they found themselves in quite as serious 
a dilemma. If they brought forward a candidate for the next 
Presidency, it would be a formal recognition on tJieir part of (he 
Eepublican Constitution, a thing detested, and yet it would hardly 
do to let the period of the election come without n aking ^n cftoit 
to secure it. They, too, were equally puzzled foi a candidate the 
nation would be disposed to accept 

The thii'd son of Louis Phihppe the Prmce de Jomviile was 
talked of, but his only claim to populaiify was founded on the 
fact of his having brought home fiom St Helem the ashes of 
Napoleon, Conld anything prove itiongci thra this the ma^icnl 
powei- of the name of Bonapaiief ind what chance did ti e pro- 
posed candidate of the Monarcbcal party btand m opposition to 
the incontestable hold on popular aDection of the nephew and 
heir of the idolized Emperor? But he needtd not the mighty 
spell of his name, for the President had only to come foiward for 
re-election as the rejected candidate oi the Assembly, and this 
alone, if he had no other title, would have g»en him a majoiitj of 
juillions. 

Meanwhile, the party of disorder, with secret societies seattered 
all over the country, was lying in ambush, joyously panting for 
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the moment of confusion to rise and pillage the land. Let any 
disinterested mind, therefore, contemplate the situation of France 
in Novemher, '51, and say what was the duty of any patriot, or 
friend of humanity, wlio had adet^uate means to aocomphsh his 
ohjcct. The Monarchical and Eepuhlican parties had fallen so low 
in national esteem that any candidate who came forward in their 
behalf was sure of a condign defeat, and yet, from motives equally 
disgraceful to them as politicians and as men, they dared to oppose 
the choice of the nation by refusing to amend an objectionable 
law. 

I appeal to the patriots and philanthropists of every nation. 
I invoke the memories of Washington, Jefferson, and Adams, and 
leverentially demand whether the delegates of a people who, false to 
duty and deaf to con dy t fi th d d 

well-being of a whole ram ty dphptlp fth 

world, to the sordid int t f p fy 1 th g d m t f 
individuals, have not abj d tl all -n and f f ted th 

mandate? In such a d n t all p nt t ht fc 

to the power from who th y m 1 th t t j t 

fled when, in its omnip t n t p t ee j h 

guilty dereliction, " D j t th f thful t t 

How often n th h' t v f th w Id have nations perished, 
and tyi'anny b p rp t t d by tl me criminal indifference to 
the public p, 1 and th m el^less devotion to pei-sonal 
interests as wa d pi y d by th 1 d -s of the French Ijcgislative 
Assembly of ISSl? H p} ly tl u teliigenoe of such commu- 
nities as tho f th Un t d SI t d England have arrived at 
that point that no body of men, however high in station, or gifted 
in intellect, would" presimie to set the national will at defiance, or 
to make a holocaust of the national welfare only to carry out their 
party objects. 
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whil Idh fll t h. If ytl g t b d 

to prevent this frightful result, it must haye been done at onee. 

The nation, standing quite aloof from the handful of politicians 
whom it had repudiated, called on tho Prince Louia Napoleon to 
anticipate the dread signal of civil war, and to take the Govern- 
ment, momentarily, into his hands. The Army, whose patriotism 
made them nothing more than the exponents of the popular 
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sentiment, and ths instraraents of the popular voice — this same 
Armr, wliicli in 1830 refused to fight for Charles X. against the 
nation, ind which, -iho m 1^4S, inarched out of Paris at the 
popuhr dennnd — now man fested its sympathies for the man to 
whom the finjjer of the nation emphatically pointed. And Louia 
Napoleon, if he wis not appalled at the magnitude of the crisis, if 
his ledson wis not conlounded, nor his heart smitten with doubt, 
had no alteimtiTe If his couiage was firm, and his patriotism 
equal to iisk of life ind loss of name, there was nothing left but 
to march boldly into the Temple, and dismiss the unworthy band 
who had defiled it. 
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CHAPTEK XV. 



THE DENOUEMENT. 



My quarter's salary came round a_ t!i 

J set off once nioro for Londoa, as ai 
W th y t 1 t t s of the I' OfE 

b t b 1 bj mj p t perience, If d y 
mpl y y 1 p d t to forco a 1 t 
p d t bt bj ro re indirect n na 

til t p f h. t diplomatic i ce tli t t] e 

1 d f tb E oi Offl , and in tl 1 dj i 1 t of th I 
tt tan 1 1 w y th li all sorts fmjonpl tn lie 
all tL ui f t fi and dupl tj I If Ily p t to 

q t w 1 1 b driven into a d m 1 t 

th 1 dd pmj by tbe onslaught h m ] t 1 f a 

bltemhk y It lb t energetic d U d ft t 

his object. I bad discovered tbat niii 1 1 Ij 1 tt n 
cesaitj of altering my tactics. 

It would require no little ingenmty, combined witb a copious 
mixture of per9e\erance and sag'jcity I felt awaie to Caoape from 
,iny present position m a maanei "iatisfictorj to luyself I pie 
ferred quitting it ten times over to Jeta aing it wiil i tbe sus 
picions ^tt3l'lledto me lut depply eou'scicis thit I lid exeiteJ 
myself to flio utn ost to serve ill pirti iid eqially convinced 
that my efforts had not been thrown away, I felt it my due to know 
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why and liow I hid given dissatisfaction An explanation I con- 
sidered necessaiy to pievent my falling a victim to some artful 
mtiigue, 01 some phusilJe calumny I hnl received the most mi 
eqmvocal appiohatioa foi my ^mecoi&ful endei^oiis to soiten the 
asperities of tlie Fienoh press towaids Ea^land and tlierc wis 
nothing left, thticfoie, to find fault with hut the view I hid takea 
ot the iiue pohcy of the IToieigii OfEco towaids the Un ted St itts 
If this were so, and to tell the truth I hid got infoimation to 
justify my thinking so, whose fault wis it that any mi'^coneeption 
had arisen ? 

I explained my mind on this point most distinctly to Lord Pa!- 
mevston at Eroadlauds, when he seemed entirely to agree with me. 
Had he thought fit to disguise at that time his real opinions, or 
had he since then come to new and opgoalte conclusions P In 
every case I felt my right was unquestionable to press for some 
sniRcient explanation to account for the strange conduct pursued. 
Besides, I had abandoned other engagements of great value, which 
I was ready to prove, to accept the functions that Lord Palmerston 
had thrust on me, and it was unreasonable to expect that I would 
be bowed abniptly out of the Foreign Office without inquiry or 
complaint. I considered myself ill-treated, and I leave myi-eaders 
to judge if I had not some adequate grounds ; but I admit frankly 
that my temper was not in the least soured. 

Having recovered from my first emotions of surprise, perhaps a 
little mixed with chagrin to see my zeal all wasted, I had giadually 
worked myself into rather a merry mood at the cirLUitous method 
and needless strategems employed to cflLct an objeot so eafdy 
despatched by simpler means. It was not to be expected, how- 
ever, that the Foreign Office, the very fountain head of diplomacy, 
would do things in a straightforward wav whilst a posaibdity 
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existed for a display f t i 1 ft th 1 1 not only 

resigned to all forms t j t t b t t tly on the qui 

vive for new and iivat t -dul t f d pi t magic and 

mystery." 

During the thre m tl 
occasion where I co d 1 1 
far less zest under th d tj 
occasional calls at th Eml y P 
received by Mr. M d th h I f 
confidiag in bis ton d k th 

arose fi'otn any hint b m y h 
grew out of the pe pi d t t f 1 
fate, and the mystery tl t 1 t 

longer indulged in tl fid t 1 m 

of old, when,, with t i I. 1 m H d 

commented aomewh t t lly m d thi 

from me to abuse tl f lly mm 

I called on Mr. Add -H th d y ft my 
and was received 1 y tl t \ m bl b t 
gentleman, with su h i d m t t f 

felt satisfied at once th t tl 1 ft 1 h Id p 
io be launched aga t my t 1 t A 1 

no sooner were the t raary p lii 
receipt- signing ovo th M Add <4 
tone to be seited 

" I am stn ctei] h b wit! t p f b t with raucli 

gravity, ' on the part f L d P Im t t y that your 
engagement w th th 1 Olfi will 1 t th end of the 

year from the t m t b g — th t n th fi t of October 

next." 
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d t my ultimate 
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I waited a moment, almost expecting him to ndd the usual 
complement to a jadicial sentenec, "And may the Lord have 
mercy on yoii." 

Finding; that he had done, I inclined my hejd in acquiescence, 
and said : — 

"If such he hia Lordship's pleasure, I must submit to it with 
all grace ; hut, inasmuch as I liave occasionally received pvait-e for 
m^ services, and have never yet had any fault found, would it be 
considered too bold to oslc in what manner I have given dis- 
satisfaction f" 

" Indeed, I cannot answer you," returned Mr. Addington, with 
an air of candour, " for hia Lordship has given me no information 
on the subject. I was merely requested to convey to you notice 
fth f ftl t 

VI II I m t y f I 1 tl t ft ce," I persisted. 

t^ t t tl -^ 1 p d H L Tdsbip offers me 

tt m t th t 1j f t I 1 1 1 it at a sacrifice. 

wh h I t t d t tb t m d th t y reason alleged, 

Ira ily d 1 If h L d 1 I as at aU given 

t p I h II b t i t t f r it, but I am 

t fi d th 1, 1 m t t f tl act." 

"Why, the fact is," replied Mr. Addington, who Beomed 

anxious to relieve my perplexity, " Mr. Hume and his alhcs in 

Parliament miike such determined attacks every year on our 

Government expenditure, that I should not he surprised if Lord 

Palmerston thought a little retrenchment was necessary." 

The pretext was fntile enough, for the Foreign Office thinks 
little of lavishing a fev/ thousands when it has a purpose in view; 
and my salary of a few hundreds would never have aroused it3 
suseeptibiiltiea, if no other motive than economy was at the 
bottom. 
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If h L 1 1 p llj til It T (1 1 M Ad 1 t n 
with an n 11 ml th t my 1 j w ' ) d y 

de rt why tl til p t f 1 g 1 I w Id 

req 1 1 m t b t 1 1 1 f J 

W 1! lly t d M Add t n t at 

ha I 1) t y d t I d t k -uijtl 

al) t th ra tt I mply t t d t t f th 

ma I h d nd n f d g id 1 

Tin 1 th urn t I on 1 1 1 g t Id 

be d f t cr I I y t m t p t to 

the trouhle of speculating further as to Lord Palmerston's motives. 
PerLapa, I may yet be favoured with some statement of them from 
himself." Mr. Addington seemed inclined to say, " Perhaps you 
won't," to judge from his countenanee, but lie refrained from so 
incautious a phrase, and bowed me out with, tlie same marked 
civility with which he had received me. 

I be^an to feel not a little piqued at making ao many efforts, 
luppoitad by the stoutest resolution, and yet without the least 
ptrceptiblL progress towards the grand solution I had set my heart 
upon Here wag I, finally, out loose from my moorings, and 
diifting down the tide towards the vortex of nothingness that 
must swallow me, without so much as being able to clutch hold of 
a straw to aiTord me the fleeting satisfaction of knowing which 
way the wind really blew. By degrees Ifellto thinking I had under- 
rated my calling all this time, and that there was, really, something 
in Diplomacy after all. It remained to be seen, though, if it were 
of such inflexible material as to lesist the battering ram of my legi- 
timate curiosity, and I set to work meditating what step I had 
better take next. 

Fortunately I was on intimate terms with a friend of Lord Pal- 
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merston, aTrymll dmt f,tluin, the lata 

Mr. Peter Bo thwi kMPI Id ttflymy case 
before iim, a d I th t t I lil H listened 

witti his usual b ty d mark d t th 1 th t he was 
quite sm-e that L 1 P Im to tt f co tj w uld not 

hesitate togim m jl t fi tl tptaii cad 

to my engaged t dth Ihd wht prolong 

it. He was kind enough to say he would see Lord Palmerston on 
the subject, and let me know the result. 

Mr, Boi-thwick was as good aa his word, as all remember who 
knew him that he invaiiablj was, and two or three days after he did 
me tho faror of a visit. Mr. Eortbwick stated that Lord Palmerston 
greatly regi-etted he had not had the pleasure of seeing me on my 
previous visit (whei'eat I winced a littlej, but that he could see no 
objection in the world to conversing with me on the notice he had 
given me, and that if I would oblige him so much as to call at Ms 
house in Carlton Gardens, on Wednesday nest, at 13 o'clock 
punctually, he would have great satisfaction at receiving me. I 
thanked Mr. Borthwick cordially for his kind offices, and secretly 
applauded myself for calling his influential aid into requisition. 
Mr. Borthwick added, that Lord Palmerston was too busy wbeu he 
met him to talk about the matter in hand ; but that he accorded 
the interview asked in the readiest manner, and he tad no doubt 
that I would be entirely satisfied with my reception. 

I congratldated myself on my perseverance, which had, at last, 
brought its due reward ; but at the same time I was so much 
flattered at the noble Secretary of State's yielding to my wish, 
tliat I decided on accepting deferentially whatever ^olaircissement 
he should deem lit to make, and so let the matter drop. After 
all, I cared far less to worry bis Lordship into assigning a cause 
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for my exit from the Foreign Office, ttat, really, tad no cliarms 
for me, than to receive from him at parting that courtesy which he 
had extended to me at meeting, and which, certainly, I had in no 
wise forfeited. My pride rebelled at being sent off like an ill- 
behaved servant without a character, as it were, when I had made 
such strenuous and loyal efforts to promote the good of all. 

I did not fail, of course, to present myself at his Lordship's 
house, in Carlton Gardens, at noon on the Wednesday designated 
by Mr, Borthwick ; when, on sending in my name, the servant re- 
turned with the concise message that " His Lordship was not at 
home." 

" There must be some mistake," I said to the footman, "for 
his Lordship was to give me an interview to-day at this hour," 

" His Lordship is not at home," was politely repeated by the 
powdered lackey ; whereupon I withdrew, consigned once more to 
a limho of endless speculation. 

Convinced there must be some mal enieniu I wrote immediately 
to his Lordship to say that Mr. Borthwick had informed me that 
his Lordship had named Wednesday at noon for an interview ; but 
that as business might have interfered, would his Lordship be 
pleased to let me kviow when it would suit his convenience to 
receive mc. Lord Palmerston did not condescend to reply to me, 
so I was left to infer that the extraordinary rebuff I had suffered, 
the first of the kind it had ever been my fate to encounter, was 
nothing more or less than another ingenious diplomatic device to clap 
an estinguisher on my presumptuous expectations, WonderMand 
insci-utable are thy mays, Diplomacy, was my awe-stricken re- 
flection, aa, shaking the dust of London from my feet, I dashed off 
to Switzerland to try the effect of it3 bracing air on my jaded 
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spirits and sliatteied nerves, for this last and most unexpected 
*' flooring" had for tlie nonce quite unmanned me. 

The experiments I had preTiously undergone at the Foreign 
OiEce in April, were a species of slow, piotrarted tormeni, that 
after a time became bearable ; but a sudden prostration from such 
a height as his Lordship had so cleverly led me up to, was a blow 
so stunning as to paralyse me for a time, and my recovery was 
lingering and precarious. There was no boy's play about Lord Pal- 
merston's diplomatic mode of administering " a punisher," I began 
to perceive, as I slowly regained my senses ; and this is one of the 
promment characteiistii,s of this remiiktbli, man But en > nanolie, 
te IS spoi-live e\en mhis giimmest momenta and nothing is more 
common foi h m than to ntter a punj,e it wittiubm over the fallen 
bodj of the vi tim he has just feirlesslj demohshed 

I didnot tlirow awiv my time in Switzerland as I hive else- 
where recoiled but m the coui-se of several mternews at Geneva 
with Ml Janes Fazj the leading ndical of the Cantons a poli- 
tician of great mfi lence md si ptnoi capacity, I took occasion to 
enfoice those doctrines of pacdic piogiess which I believed to be 
the true policy of Western Europe 

Ml Fdzy mm fested the heirt est disposition to draw closer the 
allnnce of the Cantons with Enjind ind Fiance but nitm'ally 
displayed great repugmnce to the repressive policy of Austria, 
which only kept the spirit of msmiection alive, wberevei its Go- 
vemmtnt extended I entered into some details respecting the 
character and policy of Loid P-ilnerston whom Mi I izy greatly 
admired but the devious windings of whose diplomacy the Ge- 
neve=e Eadii.al did not, like many otheri, aln aj s undei-stand. 

I explained the position of England as one of ^leat diHicnlty, 
requiring a masterly hand to conduct it safely along its course, both 
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at Kome and abroad. Tlie foreign policy of tlie aoblo Lord at a 
period so critical as tho present wag, aeemiiigly, inconsistent 
according to tlio changing position of things. He was anxious to 
promote the political transformation of Europe nearer to an identity 
with English, institutions, for this mnst necessarily deyelope 
commercial progress, to the certain advantage of English products; 
but he was equally obliged, for cogent reasons, to avoid tampering 
indiscreetly with the domestic affairs of other nations. It was ne- 
cessary to steer with great skill and delicacy between considerations 
like these ; but I remarked that, in my humble opinion, no EngUsh 
statesman ever lived so admirably qualified as the noble Minister 
for Foreign Affaii's for such a task. Mr. Fazy concurred in my 
point of view, and I left him with his favourable impression of 
Lord Palmerston none ihe weaker for what I had said. 

On mj return to Paris I went on with my usual avocations, and 
kept up my rounds in journalistic and other circles ; for I considered 
it only proper, as long as I was in the pay of the Foreign Office, 
'that I should give some quid pro guo. 

In the beginning of October I paid my last visit, as I thought, 
to Mr. AddingtoninDowning-street, and received my last quarter's 
salary, as I supposed. My visit was short, though pleasant enough. 
I thought it quite useless to try my hand again on Mr, Addington, 
for there was hardly a weapon iu the whole armoury of wheedling 
he was not familiar with. I was loth, indeed, to give him up in so 
unsatisfactory a way; but as my eye made its cii'cuit round him, 
there was something, it struck me, so impenetrable and granite-like 
in Tiis manner and remarks that I was fain to fall back on an 
American simile by comparing myself to a "juvenile musqiiito 
jwcting at tlie rook of Gibraltar." 

I Tentui-ed to say, " I have not been lucky enough to see Lord 
Palmerston yet," 
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"I am not surprised," replied Mr. Addington, "he ia always 
BO busy." 

"And yel," I continued, " he always fiuds time for eveiytliing.' 
" He is wonderfuUy active," rejoined Mr. Addington evasively. 
Before quitting him X dropped a remark or so upon Kossuth, 
nho L d j t then arrived in England from his Eastern bondage, 
h e Lo d Palmerston had the credit of delivering him. Eoi 
the fi St t ne Mr. Addington exhibited some wavmlh of manner 
and I w s lieved to see ho had a sentient spot about him, how- 
e n ble to mortal eyea. He talked for a moment witt some- 
thing Uke vehemence, but it would be in bad taste, of course, to 
repeal what he said. 

It is certain that Kossuth turned out a different kind of importa- 
tiou from what the Eoreign Office had expected ; and I think peojile, 
generally, were surprised at his beginning so hastily his bellicose 
propaganda. The publication he made at Marseilles of his sympathy 
with the itevolutionary party, and his antipathy f o Louis Napoleon, 
President of the Kepublic, was considered, I remember, by his 
friends, as indiscreet, to say the least. 

After Mr. Addington, for once, had spoken his mind, he wound 
up by saying, 

" Well, 1 am glad he is going to your country." 
Not knowing whetherhe meant this in kindness or the contrary, 
I hesitated whether to thank him or not. 

" Is that because you wish to get rid of him P " I asked, 
"No, but I tliink it will be all the better for himself to get 
there as soon as he can." 
"How so?" 

" Why, I don't know if it is an eifcot of your atmosphere or not, 
but people seem to come faster to their level there, up or down, as 
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tlie case may be, tbun in otlier places. Most of our European ce- 
lebrities, I obsei've, soon evaporate tiiere, and trouble the world no 
more with their greatness." 

I was struck with Mr. Addington'a just appreciation, which T 
have conveyed in meaning, if not exactly in his own words ; and I 
was really glad to see that an Under Secretary of State of the 
i'oreign Office had begun, at last, to turn a litUe of his attention 
towards the United States, by no means a common thing of jore. 
I expressed myself in eomphmentary language to this effect, and 
added, 

" It is just as you say, Mr. Addington. In the United States 
we have nothing for great men to do or talk about, and they no 
sooner get there than they find their occupation gone. "We give 
them a Charivari on arriving, declare unlimited sympsithy for the 
lofty intentions wc give them credit for, and then turn round 
to our business, and expect them to attend to theirs. 

Mr. Addington smUed knowingly at this confirmation of his 
views, which led him, perhaps, to think, that in spite of former 
doubts, the United States were not, peradventure, created utterly 
in vain; and that Providence, in its bounty, might evenhave meant 
to benefit the Monarchies of the Old World by making America an- 
swer the purpose of a sort of quarantine, where a lot of pestilential 
demagogues were rapidly restored by democratic treatment to their 
long-lost common sense. Mr. Addington said nothing of the 
kind, and may never have th ht t but I mferred that some 
such reflections may have wand d tl h his mind, to judge 
from the serene expression of h at whilst I was speaking. 

I bid adieu to this amiable d a mpl t d functionary with 
sincere respect, and I ahonld 1 t ily tj it my unceremonious 
use of his name gave Mm the 1 a t a noyanoe but he must see 
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how impossible it was to omit him in any faitlifnl narration of my 
temporary connection with tlie Foreign Office. 

In compliance with tlie intimation I had leoeiTed in July, and with 
the payment of my last quarter's salary, my eventful relations with 
H. B, M. Government ceased ; still, I was not at all reconciled 
to the modiis operandi employed. I felt myself perfectly jnstifled, 
under all the cii'cumstancea of the case— having been invited by 
Lord Palmei-ston to join the Foreign Office — having sacriliceil other 
engagements to do so, and having acquitted myself to the best 
of my poor abilities, whether usefully or not, whilst there — I say I 
felt myself fully justified in remonstrating against the sans faqon 
manner I had been treated, I was, therefore, emboldened to make 
another, if not a final effort, to induce Lord Palmerston to throw 
me, at least, a crumb of civility before entirely losing sight of him. 

Besides, I was aware that hia Lordship, with all his fondness 
for a practical joke, was, as far as a great statesman can ever be, 
a just-minded and good-hearted man enough ; and that having had 
his share of fun out of me, he might be induced to treat me with 
a little ordinary courtesy, if I could only manage to touch his sense 
of propriety. I was sensible it was no easy job to arrive at that, 
for how can a politician, much more a Minister of State, ever suf- 
fer himself to be guided by those nice and delicate perceptions 
that influeaee well-bred people, without running the risk of com- 
promising that official eschisiveness, that proud isolation, in which 
it is convenient, if not agreeable, for them to live. 

A great man in ofiice must keep himself at a proper altitude 
above the common herd, else he would lose his necessary jjwsiyie, 
besides undergoing endless invasions ii'om "outside barbaiian3;"and 
there is no way for him to accomplish all this so effectually aa blunt- 
ing his mmd, and extinguishing his sensibilities to the usual stand- 
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ards of social commerce. He is obliged to protect himself by a c^e- 
vaua: de frieze of diplomacj, and. to i-eaorfc to every artifice of defence, 
if lie tie not driTen, at last, to the dire extremity of prostrating his 
pursuer by ofScially banging the door in his face. I had regularly 
gone through all these stages of diplomatic repulsion, as I have 
honestly related, and it ia a miracle that I did not sink under it ; but 
the justice of my cause inspired me, and I still clung to the hope 
that if ever I could contrive to get behind the ofEcial ramparts 
which concealed the diplomatist, I should have little or no difficulty 
in convincing the gentleman that I had a case to be heard, if not a 
demand to be accorded. 

I passed nearly the whole month of October in London, medi- 
tating and devising soma plan fo effect a bi'each in the walla of 
Downing Street, and having weighed and examined every possible 
mode of attack, I sat down, at last, with my ideas fully matured, 
and indited another ui'gent appeal to the illustrious Viscount. I 
toot caro not to throw away a single chance of success, and though 
I was less solicil;ous about pecuniary reparation than for the explana- 
tion I had most at heart, still, I did not omit to remind his Lordship, 
that, in my first letter after leaving Broadlanda, accepting his offer, 
I spoke distinctly of other advantages I should renounce, and which 
I held myself ready fo prove. 

Sometimes, considerations that partake of a legal claim are suc- 
cessful with practical men, when mere moral or sentimental views are 
regarded as abstract and of no weight. So I thought, at least, 
when with the utmost delicacy I recalled this fact to his Lordship's 
recollection, trasting that such a proof of my alacrity to espouse 
hib views, enflflcd me, if not to substantial remuneration, at all 
events, to some amende ItonoraUe, 

I forwarded my statement to the noble Lord, confiding leas in the 
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force of my reasoning tban in the moderation of my tone, which 
he conid hardly think other then creditable to me, after the eccen- 
tric courses that had been adopted towards me. Nearly a month 
elapsed, and I begaa to believe my case utterly desperate, when a 
reply, in the familiar hind of Mr Addington, was transmitted to mo. 
There was n m t kmg f m m nt the authorship of this docu- 
ment. The as n n n ty and adroitness in its statements 
and style, h t t f tl noble Minister for Foreign 

Affairs, that I p d at n M Addington had done nothing 

more tban c [ y t th o -nn ! k t h 

His LordEhip, first, took care to state, in perspicuous language, 
the motive of my engagement ; then, pleasantly sought to diminish 
its importance, if any, by hinting that my communications were but 
few with "this office," leaving out, as superfluous, any mention of 
my daily visits to the Embassy at Paris for months. The gentle 
intimation conveyed in the simple words, that " no further 
benefit was likely to result from my services," contain a whole 
volume of meaning. I saw it clearly enough, that the "pacific 
policy " I had sought to enforce, in my American correspondence, 
was not, as I had other reasons for knowing, the " pacific policy " 
his Lordship at all meant. His peace policy towards the United 
States, I discovered,was of that rather doubtful description, as never 
to preclude a chance of war, if it did not really seek to provoke it. 

My humble notions of a " padfio policy" between England 
and the United States went much further. Seeing every reason, 
under heaven, for these two countiies to remain nnited, I endea- 
voured to inaugurate a policy that would make war well nigh an im- 
pos ibihtj I was an ii e, to be sure that this would not be accept- 
able to pohticians oi diplomatists nho thrive, chiefly, on the dis- 
cord of nations, but I thought that Lord Paliuerston measured the 
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wisdom of not compromising such vast interests for the sake of thee 
excitement affoided, or for displaying his still in keeping alive old 
points of dispute, whilst playfully seeliing to create new ones. 

It was plain enough, my ideas of founding a " pacific policy " 
were not congenial to hisLordship, and, consequently, he reminds me 
that engagements like mine, " are, in their yery nature, temporaiy 
and dependent on circumstances." 

I found no fault with the doctrine, and it was quite enough for his 
Lordship to break off with me, when he once hcgan to doubt the 
utility of my services. Quandiu hene se gesserint was, I admit, tlie 
real tenure of such an engagement as mine. 

I never di'camt of fastening myself upon his Lordship at th 
Foreign Office, else I would have taken the usual mode of seehiiig 
to ascertain the notions entertained at head quarters and of carrying 
them out, fasmt mfas. It wouldhave been presumption, indeed, 
in a sulsordinate to do otherwise ; hut on the subject of a " pacific 
policy" with the United States, Lord Palmerstonleft me the widest 
margin, confiding, as I thought, in my superior knowledge of my 

IBs Lordship's radical error was in not defining, distinctly, in 
his first conversation with me at Broadlauds, what were his views 
of a " Hberal and pacific policy" with the United States. His 
diplomatic habit of caution on that occasion involved him in a 
somewhat aerions entanglement ; for I would have declined the 
honor extended to me, if I had not thought his Lordship meant, 
even at the expense of losing his best cheeal de hataille, to give up 
the old system of bickering with the United States, and establish 
a cordial and permanent alliance. This is the way I understood 
hhn aa regarded Prance, and was praised for my discernment. The 
rale, evidently, did not work both ways. 
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His Lordship, liowevev, closed his letter by a very handsome ael, 
which ivas quite as cliaracteristic as tlie rest. The noble Viscount, 
ialiis moments of levity, may be jocose ; or in thehiarry of buaiaess, 
or in the ardor of debate, may be a little imperious, or a deal too 
pungent, but neyer, under any cironmstanees, is he warning ia 
generosity or capable of petty calculations. He thought fit, as a 
matter of tact, not to recollect the advantages I had spoken of 
having renounced at the beginning, and it was witthiausuallove of 
& jest that he expressed his confidence that he had not "bound 
himself to make good such renunciation." Of course not. Who- 
ever heard of Lord Palmeraton binding liimself m advance to do 
anything he might not like to do when the time came? 

I must have commented enough on thelettei in question to have 
piqued my reader's curiosity ; and shall, therefore, give it without 
further preface, 

Foi'eign Office, November 24, 1851 

Sm— 

In reply to the letter which you addressed to Visconnt 
Palmerston on tke 31st of October, I am directed to obseire to you 
that the sole object of the arrangement which his Lordship made 
with you, in the autumn of last year, was to make known clearly, 
through the medium of the French and the United States press, the 
liberal, and. especially the pacific character, of the policy of Her 
Majes^'s Government. 

How far that object has been attained Lord Palmerston is unable 
to jnd^, as your conununications with this oiEcc, since the com- 
mencement of your engagement, have been but few His Lordship 
is willing, howevei , to believe that your 6ei vices may hai e contributed 
to forward the desiied end. 

But you must bo neil aware that engigemenls of this kind are, 
intheirvevy nature, tempoiary and dependent on cucumslances, 
and Lord Palmeiiton havmg seen reason to be satished that no 
farther benefit was liltely to result fiom yout eveitions, and per- 
ceiving, also, tJiat economy required that services of doubtful utUity 



I ..Google 



THE DENODBMBBT. S37 

should no longer be continued at a considerable cbarge, canaed an 
announcement la be made to you, at least as long ago as the month 
of July last, that tbe arrangement made witli you would terminate 
with the termination of this year. 

Lord Palmerston has no reooUeclion whatever of your having de- 
claimed to him, at any time, that, in order to devote yom- attention to 
the object he had in view, you vrould be obliged to renounce other 
advantages pi-esent or proapeotive ; but he is confident that he in no 
way bound himself to make good such renunciation. 

I am, therefore, directed to state to you that Lord Palmerston con- 
siders that the engagement talteu with you would pi-operly cease, as 
ali-cady announced to you, with the eloae of this year ; but m order 
tliat yon may have a full twelve months notice of its cessation, he will 
contiune until tlie end of June next the rate of payment which jon 
have already received, and on the 30th of June that allowance will 
accordingly cease altogether. 

I am, Sir, your obedient 

and humble servant, 

H. U. ADDINGTON. 

Henry "VVikoff, Es^. 



The only thing that perplexed ms in thia letter w<-t3 the evident 
intention of its noble author to prolong; my connection with the 
Foreign Office, by continuing my quarterly payments of salary in- 
stead of giving, as originally proposed through Mr. Edwardes, 
" a sum of money down." What could be the motive of this 
new whim ? Did Lord Palmerston begin in his heart to regret 
stiippirig me of my functions from a premature nppreliension of 
inv inutility, or was it an ingenious method to ensure my good 
behaviour ad interim ? 

The latter was not unlikely, for I had reason to know that the 
noble Secretary of State entertained some fear that I might allow 
my recent relations with the IToreign Office to transpire, which 
would be aa annoyance to him, if nothing more. Thia was an 
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idle dread, towerer; for fhougli I hud no reasoa to conceal my 
connection with the Foreign Office, I was by no means so proud 
of it as to desire to make it public — so, if the continuance of my 
salary for nine months longer was, in fact, " hush money," it was 
entirely thrown away. If I liad been ambitious of notoriety, or 
even of a vindictive temper, certea, I had grounds enough for 
public complaint in the " deep damnation " of my " taking off," 
and his Lordship is not aware to this hour how far it might be in 
my power to gratify the morbid appetite of gossip -mongers ; for, I 
repeat, that my connection with the Foreign OfSce and its hangers- 
on was long enough to initiate me into many of its mysteries, care- 
fully concealed from the oipolloi. 

Such unscrupulousness as this, however, would be justified by 
no extent of provocation, and 1 give the proof in the harmless re- 
cital I have made of my late relations with the Foreign Office, after 
the singular persecution I have since undergone at the bauds of 
its accredited agents, and which 1 am about to lay before my 
readers. 

Finally, I had abundant reason to congratulate myself on the 
success that crowned my steady efforts to obtain from Lord Pal- 
merston, if not a distinct avowal of his secret motives, at all events 
such an honorable discharge from his employment as satisfied all 
my i-equiremeuts. It was my dctci-mination to accomplish this 
from the outset, and for a novice I had no reason to blush for the 
result of my first " set to " with the Foreign Olficc, which is not 
in the habit of suffering defeat, if any means, however harsh, can 
avert it. I was so entirely content with the victory I had gained 
that I should have gone my way quietly, chanting palmam ^ui 
meruit ferat, and neither the noble Viscount or the world at large 
would ever likely have heard of me again. 
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AID" tfttw w reserved for me. An event, quite 
1 k d f IS m If diplomatic functions, befell me, 
n 1 th F Offi occasion fo pay me off foi- acta of 

[ ] t q t n not easily forgotten, that was too 

t pt t t d I li d reason to expiate at my leisure tho 

f llj f h 1. d t dread displeasure, and to bewail 

tl 1 d t y tb t 1 d me to offer my services to pro- 

m t til 1 b 1 I 1 the pacific policy of Her Britannic 
M J ty G ml n F nee and the United States. I re- 
f an th lit th strange history to which I am 
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A Tolume entitled "My Coratsliip and its Consequences," which 
appeared in Londou in the spring of 18SS, imparted to some por- 
tion of the reading puhlic the details of a somewhat romantic stray 
The author, it was stated, had made the acquai t M ; 

1835.of a lady, then a resident of Eusseli Square L d Tl 
moat cordial relations existed between them for a p 1 f ti 
years, when the parties lost sight of each other fra t 1 tb t 

extended up to April, 1851. Accident agaii b 1 1 th m 
together, and their former inSimacy was renewed. This time, 
however, the gentleman paid his addresses in due form, and, after 
sundiy eccentricities of conduct on both sides, was received as a 
suitor, and, finally, rewarded by his inamorata with the solemn 
pledge of her hand, amid the usual tokens of a deep affection. 
The "course of true love never did run smooth;" and it so 
turned out upon this occasion, for the lady in question, upon some 
idle plea, suddenly resolved to postpone the marriage already agreed 
upon, and almost upon the day of her intended nuptials she left 
London for a winter's sojourn in Italy. 

She soon, however, repented of her cruelty, and gaveway to man- 
fest signs of remorse, which were all duly conveyed to the victim of 
"hope deferred" by a sympathetic Figaro in the lady's train, and 
the joyful swain flew on the ^ings of love' to overtake his fair 
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tormentor, ready, in tJie overflowing of his fonclness, to foi^et tlif 
post and to guaraQtec tlio future hj tlieir immediate union. Alas ! 
the lady was still fitful, and liis presence only fanned the flame of 
rebelliujt which hroke out anew. The desperateloversouglit to re- 
monstrate, but the capricious dame refused him aa interview, and 
in, his extremity lie resorted to the well-known expedient of a 
stratagem, and thus succeeded in beholding once more the cherished 
features of his Dulcinea. 

By dint of protestation, entreaty, and rase, the persevering 
Quixotte again carried his point, and the vanquished fair gave this 
' time an eai-nest proof of her confiding fondness in according, by 
an unequivocal end decisive aof^ her prompt and generous forgive- 
ness for his thougjitless but really fluttering devotion.* " All's well 
that ends well," sang the exhilarated lover; but his cup of proba* 
tion was not yet full. Sad to relate! his fickle betrothed again 
changed her mind, and by a series of acts, totally unpremeditated, 
she succeeded, finally, in lodging the victim of her inconstancy in the 
cheerless cell of an Italian prison, on the. harsh accusation of 
** abduction." 

She repented still more quickly than before, and all might yet 
have gone as merry "as a marriage bell" if a horrible dragon had 
not interposed, barbarously exacting that Juliet should still wear 
her spinster's costume, whilst poor Romeo should be consigned to 
the lingering horrors of fifteen months' imprisonment in a Genoese 
iail. " Can sueh things te and not excite our special wonder? " 
Though stranger than fiction, the story is true, for the heroine waa 
Miss Jans C, Gamble, of Portland Place ; the hero, the luck- 
less individual now reciting his misfoituiiea ; and the dragon. 
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not an infuriated father, not a Telontlcsa guardian, but tlie identical 
roreign Office that, since September, 1851, had played ao pro- 
minent a part in tlie author's adventures. 

Whoever will take tiic trouble to refer to the already quoted 
volume, " My Courtship and its Consequences,"® will see that I 
have told "a round, unvarnished title;" and before I close this 
chapter I hope to adduce sufficient proof to show that I have 
all along dealt in sober faot, and not in the subtle wcaviiigs of 
an excited imagination. 

Miss Gamble's motive in lodging a complaint against her lover's 
romantic folly t d fii It t pi b t h ig determined on 
doing so, sh It 11 d f tl B t b Consul at Genoa, 

Though a nat f th U t 1 St tes h n domiciled in Eng- 
lan 1 d tl 1 d h 1 ! t to g th peference to the 

latt th th f h I t m t p nt five, the "United 
Stat C 1 t tl t place. It so happened, to the misfortune of 
bU p t tl t H Britannic Majesty's agent at Genoa, rejoioing 
in th ] I ppeUation of Timothy Brown, was an eccentric 

conp 1 f U gredients, in which, unluckily, humanity and 
comn n h d no share whatever. No sooner had Miss 

Gambl lib hefore him than, without stopping a moment 

to verify it, he obtained a consular order of arrest, and, according 
to the custom of tho country, threw me headlong into a filthy 
prison. 

The intefvention of a Bow Street Magistrate wonld have stayed 
uch a despotic use of consular authority ; and I marvel that Sar- 
dinia, with ber love of progress, has not transplanted so wholesome 
a protection to the liberiy of the subject. The impetuous spring of 

■ Iinhlish^d tn LonrtoD Id 18fi3. 
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(Le oonsiilav tiger on her quondam lamb naturally sbooked Miss 
Gamble, and her gentle tliought was now to rescue her late pet from 
-Ins sorry plight. She appealed, nt first, to the pity of the omni- 
potent Brown, but ber delicate fingera failed to find the chord; 
whereon, rising from supplication, she cried — 

" Beware ! your intended victim is an agent of tbel'oi-eign Office, 
and a friend of Lord Palmerston," 

This was, indeed, a startling announcement, and the ten-or- 
struck Timothy shivered for a moment at his raslinesa. Heflection 
interTened. 

" What," he exclaimed. " a Yankee in our Toreign Office I Has 
the millennium come ? — and do lions and nondescripts lay down 
together at last ? Has John Bull so far forgot Lis self-respect ? 
and is he so blind to bis safety as to admit this new Trojan horse 
within his gatesP The thing is impossible !" 

"It is true," ejaculated Miss Gamble, dauntless in my defence. 

"The proof," demanded my grim jailor, unwilbng to yield his 
prize, 

" Seek it yourself," was the reply. 

I have briefly pariiphrased the exciting scenes that rapidly fol- 
lowed my incarceration between Miss Gamble and the implacable 
Consul. Up to this moment my connection with Lord Palmerston 
liad remained a profound secret to all save my affianced bride ; and 
I had imparted it to her, as in duty bound, with every injunctioa 
of caution. It was only in her extremity that she revealed the 
fact, which I never, certainly, woidd have condescended to make 
known to a petty consular agent at Genoa. 

An interregnum ensued. The strange news of the extraordinary 
capture he had made was instantly forwarded hy the excited Brown 
to Her Majesty's Minister at Turin, Mr. James Hudson, who, in 
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turn, was slmken flora his propriety by tlie singiilar information 
that the alleged abductor of Miss Gamble was said to be ia tlie 
enijiloy of the Foieign OtS.ce. Proceedings were stayed till an 
invest rgrttion was made. Away flew the intelligence of my m&a- 
venime from Tuna to London, and Lord Palmerston, probably, 
neirei had a more agieeable surprise tban when he discovered his 
'tarnal Yankee empJoi/i^ no safely in his clutches. 

It must have struck him as a special dispensation of Providence, 
His only anxiety for months past had been to get rid of me, and 
numberless expedients were tried, os I have recorded, for tliat ena, 
when, a long-deferred act of dvility had accomplished what diplo- 
macy had failed to effect. Still, an apprehension must have lingered 
in his Lordship's mindj lest some day or other J niiglit turn up 
again to discomfort him. The unlooked-for news from Tuiin offered 
a chance, at last, to clap an extinguisher on me that promised a final 
relief. Was ever anything so fortunate? Here was the object of 
his anxiety safe and sure in limbo, on a charge of " Abduction" in 
Genoa. 

Was not Genoa in Sardinia ? Was not Sardinia under the abso- 
lute control of H.B.M. Foreign Office ? And what had its noble 
chief to do but whisper his wish to the Chevalier d'Azeglio (Prime 
Minister), who, surely, would not venture to refuseit. Tliere is no 
denying that luck ran strong in favour of the Poreign Office, inas- 
much as tlie pretext for carrying out its purpose was really most 
specious. Whilst affecting to protect a lady, it had a rare chance 
to dispose of one of its agents that had excited its suspicions, and 
might give annoyance hereafter. Whoever knows anything of tlie 
grim calculations that Poreign Offices occasionally indulge, from Iha 
days of the Genoese Oligarchy to the present, wfll not be surprised 
at the determination come to in Downing Street as to my unfor- 
tunate case. 
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Palazzo Cam"biaso, 30th FoYember, 1851. 
Deae Sia— 

From a note I received, yesterday eTening, from Turin, 
after yoa had left my liouae, I am obliged decidedly to deDline 
visiting Mr. Wikoff. He loill be left to he dealt with by the tribunals 
qfthia country as the law directs, 

Tiie Chevalier d'Aaeglio (the Piimo Minister) had no farther 
acquaintance witli "Wikoff than having seen him across a dinner- 
table, witliout knowing wko or what be was. 
Truly yours, 

T. YEATES EKOWl^. 
G. Bakee, Esq., United States Consul. 

My Consul brought me this decisive document, and was kind 
enough to leave it ivith me as a souvenir. My fate was sealed 
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for tl e Toic n Ofl ce 1 ad cleiilj 1 1 iched its imndate to jmke 
the most of the occisiou, aud its ngeufs at I irin and Geiiot 
ceitmiily displaced in e\ces9 ot zeil thit should recommend Ihcni 
foi any siDiihi j b Iieieiftei 

Blown, however, ivos, as I have intiimt d in eccentiic cieaime 
He was regarded, as I leamt afiemaids by the people of the 
place as a very siliy and offensive pei on fiom li 3 ridiculous air^ 
of importance, as well as from his ^rafE nnnueis He wis totilly 
deficient in tact, and was so elated it the debcite dii lomilic task 
assigned to him, which he thought would ensiiie piomoLion that 
he could not contain himself. He declaied openly to my Cons il 
aud evei^body, that "he would send me to the gillejs ind, to do 
him justice, he straggled hard to effpct it 

A determined effort was made for several weeks to bury me 
alive for some ten yeai-s ! in the galleys, and ii was only the energy 
of my Consul that saved me. To be sure, I had committed no 
ff b t tl t t t 11 y It ly n n 1 ^ 

Injul tp tr nOffi ill tfv 

a d a t vf tl t I il Ik T thy B t 

y t ts 1 1 t Bl d 11 th y th t 1 th n 

d f r wbE f tl y tl t n y 1 pq tly nth 
b d tl t f t 11 J p n nl th y h mm tt 1 

8 t t t 

Aft t t n my 1 nt I d to t t h ai 11 

w tl b n m aft th tl M t n y ty 

pn n b f tl G C t f C ni PI 1 n h 

el 1 1 bt t f II J „ st mc , but hi3 

evidence broke down, and he was obliged to content himself with 
what he considered a pitiful condemnation to only one year's 
imprisonment, but vuHch I found, God knows, tedious enough. 
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Lei my saA fate be a waming to any napiting countryraaii of 
l-niue, who m^lit Isereaftfir fall in the way of that Syren, the 
Foreign Office, and be offered a smig berth at ^500 a-year. Let 
him beware I for with all his seal, the utmost loyalty, and constetit 
anxiety to do his best, he can never foretell what strange fate may 
be in resei've for Iiim. He may fall a3 I did, and fall like Ludfer, 
too, by finding liimself in a place nearer io a hell on eai-th than 
any other kind of conceivable abode. 

Such were my doleful reieotions at the time, and bitterly did I 
regret that I had ever listened to the voice of the charmer, and 
been lui-ed from my own pleasant patbs into the tortuous mazes 
of diplomacy, with mystery at one end, and a prison at the other. 

Lest any of my readers may fancy that I am trifling with theiv 
credulity, and am only trying my hand at a work of fiction, I beg to 
refer them again for every detail and proof of what I have ad- 
vanced to the published volmne abeady alluded to, " My Courtship 
and Its Consequences," 

He will see there, besides, that (he agents of the Foreign Office 
at Genoa and Turin were not men to stick at trifles, and that they 
did not hesitate, even, to utter a flagrant untruth when it tervcd 
their purpose. O tempora, mores ! 

On page 364i they will find the following 'extract from the ex- 
amination of the British Consul before the Conrt of Common Pleas 
at Genoa. 

President— "Do yon know whether Mr. Wikoff had any em- 
ployment under the British Government 1" 

British Consul—" I do not kmw, but I helietie not. I have, 
besides, spoken to the English Ambassador (IMr. Hudson) who told 
me a was impossilile." 

The object of this disclaimer, it will be seen by reference to the 
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tiforesaid volnme, was to make me appear in tie light of a bare- 
faced impostor J and the effect *of this deliberate denunciation, on 
the part of the Consul and Ambassador of Her Britannic Majesty, 
convinced all who heard or read it that I must be a presumptuous 
vagabond, indeed, to prate of my relations with the English Go- 
vernment, when they were so peremptorily denied byits accredited 
agents. 

This took place on the 10th of Febmaiy, three months after my 
consignment to " durance vile," at Genoa ; so it is plain enough that 
Messrs. Brown and Hudson had had time enough to ascertain the 
fact of my connection with the Foreign Ofice, or no. If it were not 
for fear of giving offence to these worthy gentlemen, I would not 
hesitate to assert, that they knew every particular of my employ- 
ment at the Foreign Office at the very moment they proclaimed 
their disbelief of it. I hold ample proof of this, whicti only goes 
to prove that your Diplomatists are not the most scrupulous 
people in the world, after all ! 

After the farce of my trial was over, a strong movement was 
made to obtain my pardon from the Sardiniau Government. The 
oelebratod Count de Cavour was, then, the leading Minister of 
the Crown, and, from various considerations, he was most favor- 
ably disposed towards me. His estimable brother, the Marquis de 
Cavour, wrote to me iu March, and bid me to forward my peti- 
tion for pardon. It was now the turn of the higher functionaiy of 
the Foreign Office, Mr. Hudson, at Turin, nho stepped forward, m 
the name of his Government, and protested vehemently agimst 
any act of clemency. This was sufficient to frusti ite the Immine 
intentions of the Coimt de Cavour, and 1 was fuiced to dn^ out 
fifteen weary months in a common gaol at Genoa. 

Every one knows the power of Her Eutnnnic Maje-tj's Go- 
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Temmeut in Savdinia, which, at one inoment, protected this 
gallant little State from Austria, and afterwards saved its credit by 
timely loans, and at all times exercises, tlirougli the Sardinian 
Cabinet, a salutary influence over Italy. This is well, hut it was, 
in my view, a downright degradation of that majoatic heast, the 
British lion, to make it sit on guard at the prison-door of a luck- 
leas lover till the very last hour of his infliction was over. 

Should any he inclined to i^uestion the fact f M HI 
interference against my pardon at Turin, I beg t t t th 1 1 
lowing : A distinguished friend of mine at Pa ppl d n th 
spring .of '52, to tlie Count de Cavom-, for my d 1 wh 

replied to liim at the time evasively. On corain„ t P n pie 

of months later, the Count called on my friend, d d 1 d th t 
" it was his fixed intention to pardon me, as h 1 k d p th 
whole thing as a furee; but that Mr. Hudson, th E 1 1 M t 
opposed it on behalf of his Government, and th 1 1 
qnence compelled to give way." I am ready f h 11 d t 
give names, which will put my assertion at one b ; d 11 d bt 

On my i-oturn to L n 1 f m th" n 1 lit th 

spiing of '33, I wa t know h t w s tL t 1 h m 

of the Foreign Offl e t a ds me d whetl t 1 dt 

repent its unjustifi ble p k at my e p n I f It th 

must he some uneas n s ent t n d at tl o I m 1 1 ib k 

myself entitled, after su 1 1 u„ p t n t p T 

tain aU this the shortest way appeai-ed to me was to address a letter 
to Mr. Addington, stating generally that I considered myself ag- 
grieved by the conduct of Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at 
Genoa, in an afl'air that had occuiied m Genoi in '51 and '52, and 
which I held myself ready to substantiate, if an ocoaaion was 
afforded me. This was the hkehest mode to effect my object, and 
so I wrote instaiiter to Mr, Addmglon 
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His reply was prompt, ami to tliis purport :— 

I'orcigii Offlte, Marcli— , 18^3. 
Sir— 

_ I hare dniy received yonr letter, in -wticli you mentioa 
ceitam grounds of oompinint, which you conceive yourself to have 
agauist Her Majesty's Consul at Genoa, for his conduct in a matter 
in which you wei'o personally concerned, some time since. 

I beg leave to requeat^ that if you feel yourself a ffgrieved by the pro- 
ccedmgB of Mr. Consul Brown, in a sufficient degi-ee to justify an 
ofhcial representation, you -will addi-ess such reui-esentation to Her 
Majesty's Secretary of State. 

1 ara, Sir, 
Youv YOiy obedient servant, 

H. U. ADDINGTOX 

Heney "VYikoff, Esq. 



This sounded conciliatory, I thought, and tallied with my h 
that the Foi'eign Office would see the fitness of according me s 
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my wrongs, 

Besides, I was not in a condition to appeal to public opinion 
against auch formidable antagonists as I had to deal with; for 
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my name and eliaracter liQcS.becn studiously covered with ob- 
loq^uy by a series of ingenious attacks in the newspapers, in wbicb 
calumny and misrepresentation were pitilessly employed. I coa- 
sidered it, then, far more Judicious to parley pleasantly with the 
Foreign Office, and endeavour to get myself right again with its 
co-operation, rather than in spite of it, a disheartening task. It 
was not pecuniary compensation I meant to ask, but such reason- 
able concessions as would enable me to hold my head up again in 
society. 

The best mode to effisct this, that occurred to me, was a disvowal of 
Mr, Coiisiil Brown's disreputable behaviour, but I was willing, of 
course, to leave my restitution to the superior wisdom of the autho- 
rities in Downing-street. I inferred my chances were all the bettet 
th t L 1 P !m t tl 1 m mb f tb G mm t w 
1 t tl h d f th F Ofti r b h 

L 1 CI d Id t 1 t t F 

h 11 11 by taK y t p y f [h t 

1 1 m d t d t ! 1 f 1 ] tt 

n t t r til J 1 1 ! 1 d It 

tl f g fc m ft) t Im t I y d t 

fjt ttlthralkm ybtt Idf, 

tp Ihl 1 tt d b llh hty 

f Tall ) J ? f t ^ P i (It 13 

worse than a ciime), not a ^ery moral asiom. it is true, but in 
diplomacy the end invariably justiiles the mtins. 

The difficulty my case presented was how to satiify my expec- 
tations without damaging the parties so ictive agiiust me. One 
method had been hit upon which I hid iLjccttd A p-udon had 
been offered me whilst in prison, together with moneyi- which 
Miss Gamble was ready to advance, on co iditwn th it Ihlio ild hind 
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my&elf to leave Emope, ajd male no pullicahon of all tJiai ha^ 
occurred. I declined (ho bargain without a moment a hesitition 
The dilemma then nmained how fai it wis possible to leinstate 
me without expos ng the roreiga Ofiico and its agents to the risk 
of being convicted, ahoulJ the matter ever leich the puhl c of 
conduct towaids an individual who hid given no real cause of 
offence that wis und gnified oiuel, and pusiUaniraoua 

I never doubted thit the people of England and the Unite 1 
States would ope tl e 1 ejes in some astonishment should it evei 
transpire to what small uses a Foieign Office can be put and thit, 
besides its lofty functions of cinvass ng the aifnii-s of States it 
could also be as eliectaiUy empi >edi" <.\i ig personal ammo itie^ 
possessing all the versatile poweia of the elephant thit can huil 
dowr trees and pick up pins 

The letter of Mr Addinirtoti adioitlv suggested ny dnnwg up 
a representation of my case, which would, of couise, enable him to 
judge what facts I held that might be eorapromisiag to the 
Foreign Office, or its agents in Turin and Genoa, Much, I Isnew, 
would depend on this. Before gratifying his curiosity, however, 
I thought it would be as well to pay him a visit, and see what I 
could get out of him. My sensations were not as huovant as of 
yore in recrossing the dismal precincts of the Foreign Office, and 
I almost feared to enter the gloomy old ante- chamber, lest the 
key might be turned upon me, and I should be kept on bread and 
water for the rest of my born days. 

I had fallen into the most singular suspicions of diplomacy, and 
all its ways, and was disposed to regard its Ministers and Consuls 
as little better than so many well-dressed turnkeys. 

I enlSred Mr. Addlngton's room arreciis aaribus, eager for 
every word he might let drop. He received me most graciously 
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but was on Ins guard, and not inclined to talk, for lie pleaded 
pressure of business. I was just beginning a mthor pathetio 
recital of all my troubles, wben Mr. Addington interrupted me, 
by saying, in a hurried manner : — r 

"Thue don't go into detiils, I know all about it " 

He stopped ibruptly, for he committed himself in makm^ thia 
avowal It WTi no news to me liowevei, foi I Lnew, lii»t thit 
the south of Euiope being under the "ipecial diplonntic auiveiUance 
of Mr Addington he must be iwaie of all that hid occuiied in 
'Saidima, and I wis juforraed, m the second phoe that iftei 
LordPalraeiston hid left the Foreign Oftce mj iffau at Genoa 
had devolved upon him la being fnmihai nith it." 

■' Very well, Mr Ad 1 „ton I ejl 1 s-^o Ino t 1! 
jt IS unnere'saiy to go nto deta Is But vhat do ou o si 
me to do '' ' 

" Make out youv ca he s 1 d e d t to e or Lo d 

Clarendou." 

"I will do so as soon is pos 11 d I hope t) it i ej dee 
will n 1 1 t t be ng fa ou ably co der d 

' Y 1 11 b J ice done yo etur el Mr Allngton 
with m i\ ; when see ng he was lel ct t to p ul g 
the le e 1 1 k my lea e 

11 r Offi e h d t ken ts stand and the e s notl g 

left for me but " to make o t raj c se Unfo tun tely I b d 
a pair of cases to make out T! e absu i conl ct of tl e To e „n 
Oiiice in throwing me to a p on a de the s Uy pret xt of 
abducting a kdy already afli need to me ad next drioo g 
me before a public t: i al to go th ou^l tl e mocl e y of a trial 
ill order merely to heap disciedit on ino, rnd eltnc s ytl t 
I should make out a case for the public as well as for the Poroign 



I .y Google 



OfPcc. The bioad hot of my condemnation to a yoiir's imprison- 
ment, coupled lutli tlic garbled sfatemciits wliich had appeared 
a^iinsf me in the London newspapers, and wliicli were copied 
into those of the Uiiiied States, demanded I should give the facta 
to tlie public, in the hope of reversing the mistaken views enter- 
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was done esp lly tl f 1 11 d f t I 1 1 

which is certili d n p 93 f My C 1 1 i If 1 

besides, that t th ii d ^in f ty G n th t my 
persecution by Her Britannic Majesty's Consul was in compliance 
witli instructions from the Home Government, else he would nevei 
Lave presumed to cavry Ha violence to such aa indecent length, 
without any personal motive to stimulate him. 
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In August, '53, 1 sent my case into tte Foreign Office, w.liicli I 
had drawn up ivitli great simplicity, avoiding tedious details, that 
Mr. Addington declared were all familiar to him. A few days 
after I received the following i-eply from Lord Clarendon i— 

Foreign OfBoe, September Cth, 18S3, 

Sib— 

I am directed hy the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letters of the 28th and 30th ultimo, in the former of 
ivhieh you prefer a charge against Mr, Brown, Her Majesty's Consul 
at Genoa, and in the latter a charge against Mr. James Hudson, 
Her Majesty's Minister at Turin ; both those charges having reference 
to the eondaet of those gentlemen with, regard to certain mattoi's 
connected with a trial in the winter of 1852, in which you were 
concerned. 

I am to ohaerve to you that, as you are an United States' citizen' 
yonr complaint a^iinst a Diplomatic, or a Consular Officer of the 
iJritish Crown ought to he preferred throngb, your own Government, 
or, at leaat, through an Officer of your own GoTemment. 

I am, further, to ol>serve tliat, on loolting over the report of the 
trial in question, it appears to Lord Clarendon that the testimony- 
given hy Mr. Brown was given in his character of an individual 



I am, also, to state to yon. that Lord Clarendon can perceive 
notliing in Mr. Hudson's conduct in this matter which lays him open 
in any way to censure or disapprobation. 



Your most obedient huniMo seiTant, 

H. U. ADDINGTOJf. 
Henry Wiicoff, Esq, 

Sic volo, sicjji&eo, sit pro raiione vohenias. This was the fiat o{ 
the Foreign Office. In plain English, a fig for your facts and yonr 
wrongs; it suits my purpose to ignore both, and my will is law. 
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I was a good deal surprised at the nature of the reply Vi 
to me. The letter of Mr. Addington already given, dated in 
March, desired me, if I considered myself gastifled in making an 
official representation, to " address such representation to Her 
Majesty's Secretary of State." When I complied with this direction 
I am answered tliat I ought to prefer my comprint " through your 
own Government, or, at least, through an Officer of your own 
Govei-nment," Hot veiy intelligible language, but plain enough to 
indicate that the Fore^ Office, in bidding me do one thing one 
day and the opposite the next, simply meant to shuffle out of its 
responsibility. The deeper my ins^ht into Diplomacy, the stronger 
my dislike was gi'owing for it. 

"What a farce to set up a distinction between Timothy Broivnt 
Consul, and Timothy Brown, an individual. Besides, facts were 
boldly misstated. The report of the trial, which Lord Clarendon 
"looked over," showed that Mr. Brown was allowed to give his 
evidence "ou his honor, as British Consul," and, furthermore, 
contraiy to all usage, was not sworn. The sungction that my 
ferocious assailant, Consul Brown, whom I knew nothmg of what- 
ever, was a "personal aoc[uaintance of mini," struck me as some- 
thing more than a q^uibble, and as nothing less than another joke 
of the ^Foreign Office. 

As to Mr. Hudson's conduct. Lord Clarendon could " perceive 
nothing " in that which laid him open to censuie, simply because 
he chose to rcgai-d it through his own diplomatic spectacles, and 
not through the medium of truth and impaitiality. I did not omit 
to state the important fact already mentioned, that the Count do 
Cavour would have obtained my pardon immediately if Mr, Hud- 
son had not interposed with energy to pic^ent it. 

My appeal to the Foreign Office \U5 thus lepelled It was 
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thought unliiely, no doubt, that I could eyer interest the public 
in ray ease, even if I venttired to by it before them; siad, besides, 
what was a pigmy like myself to such a giant as the foreign OiBee ? 
Denied redress in every quartei-, I had to choose between my 
social ruin and an energetic effoi-t at vindication. Aimed with 
the justice of my cause, I set about it, and published the eventful 
history of " My Courtship" in England and the United States in 
the beginning of '55. Its success far transcended my most san- 
guine expectations, and the vast literary jury of both countries, 
y'hich impartially reviewed the facts of the case, gave a verdict 
that completely sat aside the shallow decision of one of those un- 
sci-upulous men, whose tribe the poet has justly satirized when ha 
declares they will " hang the guiltless rather than eat their mutton 

Having set myself right in the misiepresented affair of Miss 
Gamble's abduction, I turned my attention once more to the 
Toi-eiga Office, expecting to find it bettei disposed to accord me 
that "justice " (which Mr. Addm^ton had onoe promisedj from 
the fact of having re-established myself in public opinion. The 
Foreign Office iisually takes a practical view of things, and with- 
out diving into the details of innocence or guilt, it only heai-s 
or repels those who can or cannot ," make out a case." Sr^/ntur 
forlunam ut semper d odit damnaios. 

My former patron, the noble Viscount Palmei'ston, was now 
Pi-ime Minister of England, and I lost no time, on returning 
thither, August, '55, in bringing my ca^e under his consideration, 
rejoicing that he had such ample power to afford me that redress, 
which he, better than all men, knew me to be entitled to in e^iuiiy, 
I was aware that my case was, really, a difficult one to manage, 
even for so dexterous a hand as Ids Lordship's is known to be. 
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If the Consul at Genoa, and ilio Minister at Turin, had acted 
under instructions, how could tliey, in fairness, be censured, and 
if tliat was denied me, then my claim to other redress mnst be con- 
sidered, which it might not, however, be palatable to the IFoi-eign 
Ol&ce to grant. 

In spite of all my vexation and loss from ever having accepted the 
offers of the noble Viscount, yet such was my respect for his exalted 
position and character that I was most anxious to spare him the 
possible annoyance, as well as save myself the disagreeable task 
of laying my case before the public, if he would grant me such 
moderate concessions as the testimony I could, bring to bear 
against his Consul at Genoa, and his Minister at Turin, fully en- 
titled me to ask. 

I stated this in the respectful appeal I addressed liia Lordship 
on my return to London in August, '55, and received the following 
prompt reply :— 

Downing-strctt, August 27th, lS5o. 
Slit— 

I am directed by Lord Palmoreton to acknowledge the re« 
ceipt of your letter, dated 25tli of August, and to inform you, ia 
reply, that Lord Palraerston considers that you have no claim what- 
ever on Hei> Majesty's Government, and that ho must dccliaio any 
further correspondence with you. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES C. CLIFFOKD. 

Hekh? Wikoff, Esq. 



Nothing could be more conclusive of his Lordship's final dotei-- 
minatiou to uphold the iiTeguIar conduct of liia agents at Grenoa 
and Tmin, and it remained for ma to choose between q^uiet sub- 
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mission to ao niucli m-ong, oi- tliat legilimiite satisfaction wliich, 
1 trusted, tlie public would itivard me on peraaing a shnple and 
moderate statemeat of fiict-s. 

It will thus be seen that I liave rolnctmitly been forced into the 
cTcntfuI history of my connection with the T'oreign Office, afcer 
patiently abiding for upwards of throe years to obtain tlmt "justice" 
onee pledged, and which the utmost effort bad failed to secure. 

Many may be surprised at the incontestible fact of my bitfer 
persecution by Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Genoa, as well as 
at the unseemly hostility of Her Btitannio Mnjeaty's Minister at 
Turin, but be wholly incredulous as to the Foreign Office, in No- 
vember, '61, taking any part in it. Whatever proofs I may have 
of this I ivill reserve, for it is not my purpose to draw up a bill of 
indictment agaicst tbe Foreign Office or any one connected with 
it, past or present. It is sufficient, however, that Lord Clarendon, 
in August, '53, and that Lord Palmeraton, in August, '55, indorsed 
the irregular and unjustifiable conduct of Consul Brown, and 
Minister Hudson, to justify me in saying that my imprisonment for 
fifteen months in a Genoese Jail was the act of Her Majesty's 
Government. 

The motive for this novel exercise of diplomatic influence it is 
somewliat difficult to make apparent, but it arose partly from the 
conviction of Lord Palmerston that he had done a foolish thing in 
employing aa American at the Foreign Office ; and next, that he 
was disiippointed at the result ; and finally, that Ms Lordship was 
heartily anxious to " get rid of me," to borrow his own phrase to 
a "Foreign Ambassador at the Court of St. James's. 

Fui'ther, his Lordship may have apprehended annoyance from 
the publication some day of my relations with the Foreign Office, 
and the desire to conceal this fact is evident enough from the 
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Eritiali Consul at Gfcnoa venturing', in hia own name and tliat of 
tte Britiali Minister at Turin, to deny it in public court, though it 
was perfectly well known to them at the time. It was a " lost fear" 
on the part of the noble Secretary of State, for such was and is my 
profound respect for his brilliant abilities, eminent services, and 
xemartahle career, tliat no morbid love of notoriety could ever have 
induced me to violate the tacit confideace reposed in my discretion. 

My harmless fieak at Genoa with a lady actually betrothed to 
me, afforded the Foreign Office an occasion for friendly interference 
on my behalf, which would have laid me ander the obligation of a 
favour confen-eJ ; instead of which it laid hold of a miserable 
pretest to inflict on me, through its unsorupulons ofiioials, not 
only extreme suffering, hut such a weight of disgrace as to compel 
me, however reluctantly, to give this strange history to the English 
and American public. 

In conclusion, I would not have it understood as my conviction 
that the Poreign Office ever contemplated the heinous act of im- 
muriug me alive for long years in the Genoese galleys. I attribute 
this odious attempt solely to its over-zealous agent. Consul Brown, 
whose callous cruelty libelled most foully that genuine humanity 
which is one of the noblest traits of the English nation. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



i! TEKSTIS THE UNITED STATES, 



It must be apparent from what I tave previously related, ttat 
my iirat rupture witli the Foreign OiEce grew out of the opinion 
I had formed of the true basis of a solid alliance between England 
and the Xfnited States, and which was so diametrieally opposed to 
the traditions and actual convictions of that influential department 
aa to expose me to the suspicion of either ignorance or disloyalty. 
I tnlndt tt b t t L dPln t n, when Secretary 

f r a AlF t m t f p n 1 hostility to the 

V 1 St t N y it h t 11 1 d to his motive in 

mpl ^mmtc.7 t lb 1 i !lya pacific policy," 
t p tt pi tl t h L 1 h p w lly ions to maintain 

tb f f dly t tl th U Idly appreciating 

th t t t m 1 d m t 1 1 p nd nt on it. IMy mis- 
un i t d th tl n bl L I t PI prung only from 

the diit nt w t t 1 t I tli e end was to be 

a compl 1 1 

H Lo 1 h p I ly b 1 1 th t tl t countries might go 

t "ad n n I fin t ly 11 m t n m other respects 

tl an bl 1 t th h th wh I t the Foreign Oflice 

t dt \ thbtljlyfj Ions interference 

I t 1 1 tj t th t t 1 p ns n of the United 

St t 

I was much better mformed than bis Lordship on this vilal 
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point, from nnderstanding better the sentimenta of my own country. 
I had long obaerved the profouud dissatisfaction caused in tie 
.United States by the offi.cious and ungracious intermeddling of tho 
British foreign Oflice with our " Colonial" policy, which had, at 
least, everything to J istifv it that could be alleged n the dLfence 
of the Colomil policy ol the moth i country I remembered 
the surprise nitunllv succeeded by anoi,r with Tvhich the Union 
beheld tin, En^bsh Government unite ivith thit of IFiance to 
throw every obstacle m the way of the aunexition of Tpi-is next, 
the resistmce it imde to our advance m Oiegon and finally 
the e -nest opi os t o i H n i ted i a st o r aw^ s t on of Cah 
foTi The people o! the U ted fetiites lecollect g tl e sj t 
of con 1 e t wl cl to cent les 1 d a n at d tl e L „! s! Go 
vernm nt nd wh ch ha 1 le 1 to ce ss e iTig ent t o s of 
ih r E nj ue n all parts oi tl e o Id by fo ce of s vcro 
asfonsled at the hardilood fl d hid t th Ijpocrsy oi 
En„l sh States nen ho took ^ t n t th t t j1 a^gran 
disement ot tl e Un on I y m 1 th 1 nt t d 1 o orable 

If anything coald add to th If f th Uogical and 

determined intervention in. th 3: n th y f th American 
people, it was that th^ could tind no motive foi it in the interests 
of England, which were, in fact, benefitted instead of compromised, 
and they were obliged, therefore, to ascribe it either to the rancor of 
individual Statesmen, or to the poUtical prejudices of an oligarchy. 
I was deeply convinced, when I entered the Foreign Office in 18S1, 
that the period had arrived when it should lay asiile its old 
aggressive policy towards the United States, as it had ab'Lady 
done in the ease of European States. 

The foreign policy of England, under the influence of public 
opinion, had undergone a sUildug reform as regards Europe, and 
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politicEil sympathies, or aristocratic prejudices, were no longer 
slloived to decide grave questions of peace and war. A second 
French Kepuhhc, and a second Napoleon, had failed to create a 
second Pitt, but on the contraiy, the wisdom of noii-intenrention 
in the affairs of other States, where English interests were not 
endangered, was imperiously dictated by the national voiee. In 
Europe the mission of the Foreign OfSce was limited henceforth 
t It t 11 n es nd n t to f m nt n wa -3 f m [ 1 1 1 
Ifihd 
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of 

inuiguratinganewandwiaerpol y Ittu loutlw m ial 
pciliaps, as to his Lordship's pu i but m th n I h 11 
abundant and triumphant proof th t En 1 nd s d t n n d t 
uctify the abarmionsof its For n Ofl 1 th IT t d 

States, and to put a timely stop t t n nt y t t j^ 
tion and covert enmity. 

It is important to notice thes nd t o^ P 1 ^ 1 
coming to the rescue of the nati 1 mte and th nd t 

of the national chm'acter. I quol th f 11 m f m. th T 
newspaper, of April S6, '54 r — 

" Within Hving memories it has b n t! ht o nte t to 
"damage in succession almost ev ynt ftl n 11 11 
" suit has shown that in every instance it has been oui luteiest to 
" strengthen and conciliate them, if that oould be done, and that, at 
"all events, they could not be ruined but to our own ultimate loss." 

It were impossible, iu fewer words, to pronounce aiuore crushing 
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coTideDination of the ignorant and pernicious policy of the foreign 
Office, which for long years has provoked wars and committed acta 
of tyranny and injustice, rendering the English name odious in every 
quarter of the globe ; and wliich, so far from benefitting the nation, 
has only saddled it with a gigantic debt, that preys daily on 
its industiy and intelligence. Sucli testimony as to the misguided 
"policy of the Foreign Office is valuable, indeed, coming from a 
jouTnal that i-cpreseata more faithfully than any other the opinions 
and interests of England. 

Before passing on it maybe as well, for the sake of my American 
mi t y w d f tl L th f tl P Ih 1 -ly 

It f th / tl 1 t 1 t fl b tl 

hm db dth eattf yElhj 1 hi 

pt tba-blttindpdtpt p tg 

t I th tl p ty t t b t till t th 1 

b 1 ty 1 pi y 1 t 1 d t 1 w 11 t th q lly 

dm bl kill hib t d t m m t d t th 

m 11 t d t d 1 t 1 p h p t th ty 

di pi y d 1 1 t tl f t t b t f th p bh 

pul r m tl t h 6 d lly b m 

th b Id t p t f th t ra t 1 tl f t t h m 
p f th t t f th t y t tl t 1 1 1 

t d 1 1 1 pi V 1 5] ce 1638 t tl f w 

y h f t d E 1 I 1 ttl 1 tl t 1 

i th ir hm t d f p vil d 1 Ih 

r h (J tl I d tl y w th q I f d dd 

in advocating those ualutaiy neas fl m i 1 y, tl Ef 

Bill, Kepeal of the Corn Laws, Free Trade, Eepeal of Navigation 
Laws, which since 30 years have greatly impaired the power and 
cavtailed the resources of the aristocracy. 
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It will be seea from the paragrapt quoted tbat tie Times haa 
turned its attention to the Foreiga as well as to the Home policy 
of the Oligarchy, and it does no more in this instance than express, 
as in the others, the settled convictions of the puhlic mind. 

The policy of the Foreign Office in the past is now regarded in 
England as having merely ministered to the prejudices, or screed 
the interests of the class that have liitherto controlled it j but it is 
evident that henceforth it must yield to national direction, and con- 
tribute to the national good. In Europe as in America, its crafty 
intrignes, its narrow jealousies, its presumptuous interference and 
insolent dictation, must be given up, forEngland sees her traej)olicy 
in peace and its prolific gains, and her ruin in war with its intole- 
rable burdens. 

It is to he regretted that the Times newspaper consider it ne- 
cessary to its prestige to keep up a semi-official connection with 
the Government of the day, which not unfrequently leads it away 
from its true mission aad real instinct — the national cause. In '54, 
in deference to the views of Lord Aberdeen, then Prime Minister, 
it advocated coaoession to Russia, and compromised its popularity 
by pleading against the popular dfctermination to resist the polity 
of the Colossus of the North. So far as the interests of peace 
were concerned, the Times performed a philanthropic duty, but the 
view every patriotic Englishman at that time took was simply this, 
that if Eassian aggrandizement was not checked inEui-ope, the safety 
of England was endangered. Eight or wrong this was the national 
sentiment, and Lord Aberdeen was, in consequence, obliged to 
Ti^tire from power, and the T'mes to cliange its tone. 

The course of tlie Times since November, 'BB, on the American 
questioD, 13 equally equivocal and anti-natiosal. It has chosen. 
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witli its acouBtoined ability, to support Lord Palmerston's irri- 
tating and hostile policy to tlie United States, and in so doing 
has thrown away its splendid r4le of sitting as umpire, in dio name 
of England, upon the diplomatic feats of the loreiga Office, and 
the inevitable resistance of tbe American Government. 

The sagacity of the Times must be at fault, indeed, not to Vnow 
that the great industrial and trading classes, which now give law 
to England, are resolved against war with the United States as 
ntter ruin to their interests. 

It ninst, likewise, be deplorably ill-informed not to know that, 
in the United States, neither the views of any class, nor the senti- 
ments of our public men are favourable to ft war with England) 
which is unirei-sally regarded as not more unnatural than absurd. Yet 
the Times newspaper, for months past, has thought fit to encourage 
the wrangling spirit of the Foreign Office, for no other motive, 
apparently, than to he on tei-ms of amity witli the Goveinment of 
t!ie day, unless to this is added the journalistic necessity of writing 
piquant articles on an engrossing and proliiic subject, S(ill, every 
friend of this great organ, the diurnal wonder of the century, must 
regret to see it, for one moment, abdicate its true functions, and 
neglect to express, with equal independence, impartiality, and fear- 
lessness, the real opinions of England, or to sustain the causa of 
truth and justice everywhere. 

From its lofty position it might exercise a vigilant and whole- 
some mrveUlanoc over the interests of both nations, kindred in 
language as blood, and its influence would he equally powerful ia 
defeating the bellicose designs of an American politician, should 
such arise, aa in checking the crafty macliinatioiis of the Foi'eigii 
Office. In the paragraph quoted from its own columns, the 
Times declares that the policy of the Foreign Office io seeking to 
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"tlamnge nations instead of strengtliening and conciliating them," 
is erroneous, wliicli is profoundly true, as ttie policy of England is 
trade, and not conquest. Why, Ihea, it may be inquired, lias 
this journal not maintained its own doctrines in tlie recent 
differences, between the Foreign Office and the American Go- 
vernment? I venture on these remarks with no small trepida- 
tion, for I am well aware that the Times, if it should condescend 
to not ce e t all can, by a single stroke of its ponderous pen, 
m ke n kee ly rej ent of my temerity in presuming to question 
its ecce t c Ly o any occasion ; still I think it only right to utter 
tl m t ce d I m t I p mj If t d li 

mpl y m 1 th p b bl p Itj 

A th t k t f th 1 t f tl 1 

w Id f E 1 d t t th t pra m t 1 i t f tl F n 

OfS wh h th t milt t th L d 

My D t t! 1 t A M t t th C rt 

M B h Tl ^ tl th f 1 ply t 

th L d ^I m d f t! f 11 t k 1 — 

"There could be no political servitude where the English 
" language was the language of the country. It was impossible ; 
" and so far from there being any jealousy either on the part of 
"England or the United States as to the honest and fair estension 
•' of their borders, it ought to be considered a blessing to mankind 
"that Ibey should extend them over all the unsettled parts of 
" the earth " 

This caudid ivowil of the Ameiicin Jlimstei as to vlnt he 
conceived to be the tiue policy of Engl md and tl e Umtetl ^tites, 
"the honest and fair extension of then boidei", nis receive! by 
the company assembled on that occision, the ehie of the indus- 
tinl, financial, and commeicnl classes, with enthubnstic demon- 
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etntions of appiOTil Could nii\tliiiin better ill istnte the seW"'l 
conuctioiia oi these mtluential bodies or covney a stronger leljuke 
to thit qupiulous misitningempat of the JFoLeioU Office, whirh 
not only undertikes lo chpck the spread of civilization, but to 
tlnow obsticlei in the v,iy of the national pio^pciity 

The territoiiol eiteosioa of the UnitLd btite^, so fir liom being 
a cause of legitimate anxiety to En^hnd, is on the coutniy an 
oljpct thit she mu't heiitily desire foi the 6imple lenson that 
she must be the ultimate ga aer Eieiy new tonn ai d harbour 
added to the American temtorj, a? I have alieady obspned la 
only a new mart foi liei meichandiEe and a new outlet fm her 
navigation If the qiiesliou wete dec dcd as it soon i/iU h by 
the eommercni world of Enghnd the addition ot nen leiutoiy 
to the United States in=f'"id of being a ground ot quariel 
between the two coantiies aa uottj nould be a source of mutual 
satisfaction 

The Foieign OfScc tbaL so loclil ssly nsVs tlie interests of 
England and the peace of the woild m its ehmiish opposition to 
Ameucan annexation, against which it pie sumptuously seeks to 
diaw the line of exclusion, "thus far sh<ilt thou gO) -ind no 
farther," bappily enteitains no sach puerile scruples as to the 
esfension of the English Etnpiie in India. It was only the 
othei day that we read the loud vauutings of the Tones, and heard 
the tiiumpbaut rejoicings of the India House, o*er the splendid 
snccesses of the ex-Governor General, Lord Dalhousie. It is in 
these sonorous phrases that the Times records the prowess of the 
successor of Clive and Hastings ; — 

" It is enough to say that, wit.h scarce a dissentient, he baa 
"added four kingdoms, besides lesser territories, to our Indian 
"Empire; and meanwhile introduced and deyeloped all the great 
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"worlis of mofleni times, railways, electric telegraphs, canals, 
"irrigation, roads, manufacturing and agricultural improvements, 
" sciiiiols, acientifio iflstilutions, cheap uniform postage, and all the 
" public works necessary for the establisluuent of a civilized rule 
"in semi-ba b u t ' " 

The Chai n n f t! Ft India Company, in felicitating his 
fellow Dire t a tli lid achieretnents of Lord Dalhousie's 

genius, ia Ic p d th tte interests of civilization, but natu- 

rally more c or 1 by tl mercantile result of these wholesale 
annexations H d b the annual " uettings" of tlieae civil- 
ising operations, as follows ; — ■ 

The Punjoulj £1,500,000 

Pegu 270,000 

Naijpore, less Tribute 410,000 

Oude 1,450,000 

Sattarah 150,000 

Shanahi 50,000 

Hyderabad 600,000 

£4,330,000 per annum. 

Sir James Hogg, the Chairman, in malcmg this parade of figures, 
suddenly remembers that this purely financial view of annexa- 
tion might possibly be considered by Foreign nations as somewhat 
sordid, so he falls back immediately on the ohj clap-trap phrases 
that have long appertained to the verbal armory of the India 
House. "The long continued cues of outraged humanity," says 
Sir James, with his hands piouoly uplifted, " have, at last, eom- 
" pelled the removal of that d.i„iace ivhicb the guarantee to insure 
" good government has attached to the British name, in tolerating for 
"more than half a century a state of anaixhy and misrule which 
" was fatal to the people and dangei-ons to us. Former Govemors- 
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" General had given solemn but ineffectual warnings to tlie Kulera ia 
" Oiide, but Lord Dalhousie was the firat to carry out the dictates of 
" solid jusiioe and sound policy /" Eight upon the heels of this high 
sounding peiiod Sii- James furnishes the pecuuiai^ details above, 
which oonvey, in round numbers, his estimate o£ " solid justici: and 
Bound policy." 

The TjWs, again, in pealing out its praises in anthem tones of 
Lord Dalhousia's glorious conquests, suddenly catches its breath, 
and is apparently seized with a secret misgiving that its " Trans- 
atlantic cousins" might, possibly, be struck with the inconsistency 
of the leading journal eulogising annexation in India, but de- 
nouncing it furiously in America. To relieve any unpleasant sus- 
picions of the sort, and to sooth American susceptibilities, the 
Tinies begins forthwith pkying with this ugly word of " annexa- 
tion" pretty much as a Tbimble-rigger does with a pea, — " now 
jou see it and now yon don't." 

"Wc have said," the Tiities remai'lcs, "that in this there are 
" happily wanting those drawbacks which the eulogist has usuaUy 
" to endure or disguise ; yet we are aware that ' annexation' in these 
*' days is a word of reasonable suspicion, if not of just opprobrium. 
" Whether it be by peace or by arms, whether in the battle-field or 
"by diplomacy, it is equally ascribed to the lust of dominion and 
"the force of empire. As was truly observed the other day at 
"the ludia house, ' aniiesatiou' is a word of iwn'iwM senses, and 
"everyone of these four iiislancos (the four kingdoms in question) 
" requires a distinct consideration." 

The Times, then, sets to work with exceeding ingenuity, art- 
fully drawing all its illustrations from the American continent, 
to prove how very justifiable " annexation" is in India, however 
abominable it may be in America. The Times might have spared 
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itself this gratmtoiis display of dissimulation aui dismissed its idla 
apprelieusions of Amerioan criticism, for tlie United States enter- 
taiu no pitiful jealousy at the extensioa of the Bntish Empiie in 
India, but rejoice to see Biitisa milisation gi ad ually extirpating 
anavehy and baibinsm To the suppression of the Juggernaut, 
and the abobtion of the hideous moioUtion ot the Indim widow, 
the Americans only regiet that the Bntish Goicinment does 
not put an immediate stop to the hoiuble piactice of loi tare, which 
its own agents actuiUy and regularly employ to gather m the 
revenue. If such an atrocity as toriii>e was emplo^ii la cm 
'Slave States, even, for the sake of rcrenue, whit a hubbub the 
Times would laise, and most properly too, and above all, what a 
yell of honor would escape from Etctei Hail m the name of 
"British Humanity," 

To come back to the li'creign Office, what would ii say if the 
Amei-ic^n Government should borrow the very phraseology of the 
Chairman of the East India Company, and justify the " annexa- 
tion" of Mexico and Central America, on the ground of having 
"tolerated for near half a century the anarchy and misrule which 
was fatal to the people and dangerous to us." "Would the Poreigu 
Office accept our " guarantee to insure good Government," and 
like a well-behaved person leave us to attend to our business, and 
sensibly mind its ownp It has refused to do so in the past, hut 
from present symptoms it is likely it wiU be obliged to alter its 
conduct ia the future. 

In addition to the testimony already quoted of the revolution in 
the public mind of England, as to the policy of its Foreign Office, 
1 would add another manifestation still more remarkable than the 
rest. 

At the dinner given to the new American Minister, Mr. Dallas. 
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by the Lord Mayor, in April last, that mucli respected oracle of 
the " City " thus expressed himself; — 

" The Maiision-tousc had never pi-etended to be a diplomatic 

corporation, but the authorities had endeavoured at all times to 

■' be social and hospitable ; and there were no people with whom 

' it was so especially b y vitl wl t m h ui 

' duty to cultivate s 1 d f d! t t! 

■ kindred friends of th UnitLd bt t (Ch ) N th 

■ was no reason why h Id b j I 4 O th 

■ contrary, there was e y why 1 Id b p It 

■ connectioQ with the U t 1 bt t Tl t i ty t Id 
' arisen from a colon? fEll hill dfmth 

■ Mother- country the d f 1 d 1 1 oe ty t 
■■ there that a kindred 1 1 d d tl 1 y h 1 

become a great, a might d d p 1 t t W IS 

boast of being the ly t h 1 ca b d 

Other countries, such bp & 11 nl mj t ly 

speaking, show stunt 11 1 h t d 

powerful country, wAw^ one day ot other mil span tlie. jcMe of 
thai Conlinent. All that was wished and desired by us was to 
see the most intimate and cordial relaiions maintained between 
the two great powers " 

C 11 >th b pi m f bl th th 1 fm ? 

O f th p t m 1 f th t gr t m 1 1 b Jy 

h h It E 1 d i d i w th Ph 1 

f th U t mpt th t tl M H 

th C ty P I 1 y lai t 1 pi t ^ g It 

t f ! ty t t b t k t ni k k t tt 

f th f 1 d p t f tl 1 Ofh b t in 

b 1 d by m k g p t to th U t 1 bt t t th 
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wliole of ft C i t T 1 d T\I 1 t 1 B 1 

Emperova, and 11 th 1 1 J t t! t L I 1 d tl 
United States y m (rat 1 1 1 f d 

Since the d y th t Al d t tl G d L t t 

doubtful wlieth y t t d fii It w Id 

■n mp 1 w y tl 1 y th 1 / ( f th M 

H Th L t M > t! th I git 1 1 t t 

of th d t 1 1 t 1 g 1 tl t t g d 

ft Id b f 11 E 1 d tl tl U t d ?t t tV 

p f h t! I bl f tl h 1 A 

C t h 1 Id ly t 1 in t t 

the I t f G t B t b t h 1 t I w t th 

Uu t d St t d tl H wl t th C ty tl k f tl 

F Off tl t 1 1 V t ttl tl f t 1 

a 1 ii 1 t t t t Ih A M f t th 

M H t ly t h d w tly I 

LUbtt tbfhbyyfd t t 

ail h Ihd dmtfbf mhl b 

c U d n t d tl 1 tl h t r h k 

Id tjl J g t A IJ b t 1 1 th Lo 1 

M pi E 1 h d b a th wh 1 f th Am 

C In t 

When he t d th th h t t k p 

" Yankee Do II d t tl t h 1 M t f th 

United State tl t tl w thy t t h 1 t b ft 

an idle compl t tl Sp h f h tl bl d Itl 

and dignity ofh Ct mbtm ft bk — 

short, the e'iife of the money-world — set to woik with then knnea 
and forks beating time to our national air, and with such downdsht 
earnestness, as to make the plates dance on t!ie tables before 
them. 
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I'or one I appreciated the significance of this demonsf ration, 
and wliilst ray blood tingled at tlie extraordinary welcome given 
to the simple strains of our familiar- ditty, as they rose high and 
clear above the din below, I could not help reflecting that the 
Foreign OiEce had been weighed in t!ie balance and found 
wanting. I felt sure from that day that whoever was Prime 
Minister of England, he must give up skii'mishing with the United 
States about her territorial expansion, or that he must give up his 

Another incident occurred immediately afterwards on the same 
oeeasion that abundantly deserves record. No sooner did Mr. 
Dallas sit down — and his short, but impressive, address was lis- 
tened to with reverent attEntion — than young Lord Stanley rose 
and uttered sentiments in the glowing language of eloquence that 
thrilled the auditory, and will leave an echo in history. But, first, 
a remark or two upon Lord Stanley, for he is of the new batch of 
Statesmen — the joint product of poor Sir Eobert Peel and the spirit 
of the— age and between whom and the old school of English poli- 
ticians there is really nothing in common. 

He is tJie son and heir of the Earl of Derby, w!io, years agone, 
gave lustre by his talents to this same historic title of Stanley, In 
this instance it happens that the lord of liei-edilary acres has been 
fortunate enough to transmit not only title nnd weilth, but even 
more than piteiml genius, for the son biJs fan to outshine the 
brillnnt reput ition of his sire Nothing could more briefly indi- 
cate the npid mnch ot demociatic idtas m fngland than to 
mensure the distance between the politu, il tenets ot the Earl of 
Dcibj at le peiiod ot his Iifi, and those non piofcsed by his son. 

TliL first, at one timt, wis an intense Tor\, whi(,h is now so 
completely out of dale that it would be haiA to find m any iece|>- 
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taole of mbbisli a specimen of the decayed creature left. What the 
fion professes may he inferred directly fioia his oivn words. He ia 
a member of the House of Commons, and about 35 years of age. 
For several years past he has taken a prominent part in Parlia- 
mentary debates, hut he has attracted even more attention hj his 
etrildng speeches out of doors. 

The cu-.toiii of puhlic meetings on topics of popular interest is 
common enough amongst us; but in England, strange to say, 
we are completely outdone in tliia respect. It aiises, in a mea- 
siHe, from the fact that numbers of aHpiring men ia the middle 
classes, who have no chance to figure in the Parliamentary arena, 
get up public meetings to let off theli explosive eloquence, and 
attract a corresponding shore of renown ; hut these constant 
gatherings have, also, another origin in the ten thousand sooletiea, 
for every conceivable object, that are got up by shrewd calculators 
oa the puhlic sympathies, who constitute themselves perpetual 
secretaries, and get together animal subscriptions enough to pro- 
vide comfortably for then; families, if not for the ostensible charity 
in question. 

At these assemblies it is sought to obtain the services of speakers 
of reputation ; and the Aristocracy, to prevent the middle classes 
obtaining the lead in shaping public opinion in any matter, ai-e in 
the habit of presiding and spealdng on most of these occasions- 
Lord Stanley has availed himself liberally of all these opportunities 
of late to make his rare abilities known, and to conciliate populaf 
Opinion, and the more so, that in Parliament he is obliged to 
observe a certain restraint. 

In fact, things have come to that point in the House of Commons 
when it may be said that there is neither a Government with a 
policy nor an Opposition to attack it. Stagnation has overtaken 
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English politics, wliicli 1 shall have a E:ood deal to say about at ano- 
ther time. Lord Stanley can't assail the Government in the House, 
and he is indisposed, for divers reasons, to support it. He has, 
therefore, been forced out the walls of St. Stephen's for a rostmm, 
and is frequently found speaking, during the "season," at the west 
end f th t n t th p bli m t f 1 d d th 

reoes hfi wO Ice mptth d fth 

Time f m tl f tb P wl b n m 

and tal f h f d It 

H m t t! f pt th I [ t 1 ty f th L d 

Majo pp t gh b t t t 1 t t th p f 

many b d m/ If tb t h h d th !j t th 

merely tlgb mt 1yd H dil 

occasion, and be could not have ionnd a better, to enter his protest, 
with all the weight of his position, his talents, and his hopes, 
against the mischievous, if not bellicose, policy of the Poreio-u 
Office against the United States. The lan-uage be used showed 
at once that he was not biddicg for the " sweet voices " of the 
citizens by specious and gaudy phrases, but that he was Ptpre.sinw 
settled convictions of what the policy of England required at the 
present juncture of her affairs. 

The sentiments uttered would have sounded strange in the moutb 
of an Englisb Eadical, but coming from a feudal lord, a scion of one 
of the oldest houses, a i-epresentativc of the territorial Aristocracy oi 
England, they were really startling for their novelty, if he nought 
else. When bo spoke the following words. Lord Stanley seemed 
fully to know their import. His manner was impassioned, his ges- 
ture ardent, and bis voice vibrated: — 

" On the cordial and united intercourse of Great Britain and the 
" "United States must depeiui the hopes of manMnd. In thm 
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" question were identified the best interests of hundreda of millions 
" of the Anglo-Saxon race. It reata with England and the United 
" States to accomplish the mighty future. lie who sougld to dis- 
" iurb the good feeling heheeea the two migJdy naHom, or to impede 
" the success qf the one or the otfcer, was an enemy to Eni/laiid." 
(Cheers.) 

Not a hundred Tolumes could convey more positively than these 
stirring words the amazing revolution in the public mind, above 
aU, in the Ailstocratie mind, of England, that has occurred within 
a recent period respecting the United States. That the industrial 
and trading classes should discard prejudice and cling to their 
interests ; that the middle class, in spite of their loyalty and dread 
of mnovation, should yield, at tunes, to Democratic sympathies, 
and that both should extend the cordial hand of fellowship to the 
United States, is, aftei- all, natural enough ; hut th t p 11 f the 
Oligarchy itself, a champion of his order, the f t did of 
the Aristoeratic ci'eed, should turn towards the U t d St te t 
with the aversion of a natural antagonist, cryin pal p I 
este, frofani, but rather with the honest fervor ot n nth t d 
daring that man to bo " an enemy of England " who would sow 
discord between the "two mighty nations" — all this partakes so 
lai^ely of the marvellous as to excite wondei- and mspire deep re- 
flection. 

What does it pvovc ? Wliy, in a word, that the clear-eyed Aris- 
tocracy have perceived that the nation they govern, the houe and 
sinew of the nation, has made up its mind that, for divers reasons, 
it must be friends with the United States, and, consequently, that 
if they would continue to govern, they must think and act likeiviss. 
This is why young Lord Stanley, a Piime Mmister in embiyo, ap- 
peared at the " Mansion House " in April last, and in a sti-ain of 
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eloquence no report could portray, declared that tlie "miglity 
future " was in tlie liands of the Anglo-Saxon race. 

This is why, too, that two months later, June 16, Mr. Disraeli 
rose in his place in the House of Commons, and recommended 
that ait opportunity should be taken " of.inq^uiong calmly wfcat 
is the cause of these painful and frequently recurring misunder- 
standings with a country between which and ourselves there ought 
to be such constant sympathy and suoli cordial alliance." 

Fi-om the grave rebuke administered on this oec^oa to the 
I'oreign Office, it was evident that the decided language of the 
" City" had made its way to the " West-end," and Mr, Disraeli, 
with the readincia of a politicnn out of place, and with the astute- 
ness and boldness chanctcn''tic of the man, seized upon it to read 
the Govei'mnent a homily on its mistaken pohcy which is not 
hkely to be forgotttn 

Before quoting fuithei fiom the novel and pungent remarks of 
Mr. Disi'aeli, it may be as wed, for my American readers, to say a 
word of his aetual position in the House of Commons. No ona 
in the United States is likely to ask who is Disraeli, for his name, 
as identified with a clief Wamre of literary skill, is as familiar to 
the world of literatm-e there as in his own country. The interest 
excited by his youthful prowess as a writer of romance has fol- 
lowed him in his political career, and his vahant strugo-les with thp 
prpjadicea, piled mountain high, against his plebeian oi gm have 
perhaps, enlisted a certain democratic sympathy in his fo t nea 

It was considered by us a triumph of genius, ei ;[ass g ill 
foi-mer exploits, that from the despised of the " count y p t^ tl a 
very essence of aristocratic intolerance, he should rise to be its leader 
and master in '62. Since then strange things have come to 
pass, and the " countiy party" has discovered that the auieat way 
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to prevent a popular assault upon tlie citadel of aristocratic mo- 
Mopoly 13 to throw down tteir arms and disband. The conseijueiice 
is, tliat Mr. Disraeli finds himself in the auomalous position of a 
Gsnci-al wiihout an ai-my, and thus tlie talents of the most bVilliant 
debater of the House of Commons, and, likely, as able a atates- 
ican as any, are obliged to go a-begging. 

Disraeli, however, is not the man to rust away in sloth, and his 
powers of vaticination must he keen enough to convince him that 
the " Dead Sea" in Englisii politics must soon be passed, and that 
etii-ring work awaits all those who may be found on the opposite 
sliore. He keeps his armor on, therefore, and loses no fit oeeasion 
to break a lance with the champions of exploded ideas. Seeing 
that Lord Stanley had fearlessly taken the field against the I'oreiga 
Office, as related, he as resolutely followed his lead, and began his 
speech as q^aoted. What he further said was too new and striking 
not to he recorded, and I can well imagine the emotions of sorrow, 
if not of anger, awakened in the mind of the Prime Minister, as 
the warning words of the orator fell on his reluctant ears. Thus 
spoke Mr. Disraeli ;— 

" Sir, it is impossible to suppose that the recruiting, or the mode 
" in which it was conducted, especially after the apologies which were 
" offered by the Government, can really he the canse of tlie mis- 
" nnderstanding which has unhappily occurred. I want to know 
" why the United States Government, even admitting their cause to 
" be a good one, is so prompt, if not eager, to insist upon immediate 
" reparation P It will be well if we take this opportunity— I do not 
" mean this evening, hut before these great questions are settled— 
" of an-ivlng at some definite result upon this point. It would bo 
" wise if England would at last recognize that the United States, 
" like all the gi'eat countries of Eui-ope, have a policy, and that 
" they have a right to have a policy. I observe in the papsrs which 
« have been laid upon the table of the House that the American 
" Minister who is here commenced his communications with Her 
■' Majesty's Government by saying that he thought it right to 
" announce that the President had adopted the Monroe doctrine as 
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the fonndation of his system of gOTOrnmcnt. Now, Sir, the 
Monroe doctrine is ono which, witli great respect to the Govern- 
ment of the United States, is not, iu my opinion, siuted to the ago 
in which wo live. The increase ill the means of coraraunicatiou 
' between Etirope nnd America have made one gi-eat family of the 
'■ Governments of the world, and that system of gOTernment which, 
' instead of enlarging, would restrict the diplomatic relations 
'■ between those two quartei-s of the globe is a. system wfiich is not 

■ adapted to this age. In making that observation, however, I 
' wonld say that it would be wise in England not to regard with the 
'■ extreme jealousy with whibh she has hitlierto looked tepon it any 

■ extension of the territory qf the United States beyond the bounds 
' which vmre originally fixed to it. I hold that thai is not a good 
'policy which is founded on the idea that we should regard unth 
' extreme jealousg the so-called 'aggressive' spirit of the United 

■ States. (Hear, hear.) I am of opinion that the ti'eaty concluded 

■ by Lord Ashburton was one of the wisest diplomatic acts that 

■ has been performed in modern times, at least in this country 
' (hear, heat) ; that it was the indication of a sonnd and liberal 

■ policy, and that those who oppose it are the supporters of a 

■ policy which is regarded \y the Government of the United 
' States as one hostile to the legitimate development of their power. 

■ (Hear, hear.) Moreover, I am persuaded that it is the belief 

■ ore th^ pari of the United States that the British Government i» 

■ aniTnated by such sentiments in their regard which has excited the 
feeling that has seised wpjB (fie eiUistmeni question as a means of 

■ expressing (heir dissatitfaction and distrust. (Hear, hear.) It u! 
through no desire to introduce controversial questions on the 

Present occasion that I venture to offer these remarks (hear, hear), 
ut simply because I wish to remind the House that such is the 
feeling which prevails in America (hear) ; and that, if it is always 
to be impressed upon England that she is to regard every expan- 
sion of the United States as an act detrimental to her interests 
and hostile to her power, we shall be pursuing a courae which 
will ttot^ prevent that expansion on the" part of the States, but 
which will involve this country in struM;les that may prove of the 
most disasti'ous character. (Heai', heai-.) I remember what 
extreme jealousy existed a few years ago in this Souse in conse- 
quence of the conquest of California by the United Slates. (Hear). 
That was an event which was looked forward to with the gravest 
alarm, and one from which the most calamitous results were antici- 
pated. Save any of those gloomy forebodings been realized f 
CHear.) I would ask the Souse how far the balance of power has 
been injured by the conquest of California by America (hear, hear), 
and xDhether there is any event since the discovery of America 
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" which has contrihuted more materially to the wealth, and, 
" throtigh the toealth, to the power of this country than the develop- 
" ment of the ru'<i i^'Wtirces qf CaUfomia by mems of tU United 
" States ? {Sear, hear.) 'flieBe things are worthy oi oonsidera- 
« tion ; for, believe me, eooner or later we shall have to adopt 
" clear and definite opinions on this subjecb ; anA, indeed, I 
" cannot hesitate to express my belief that if aoundei- viewa 
" with respect to it had pi-evailed in this country, the Govern- 
" meiit might not have felt themselves justified in taking a 
" course with regard to the Enlistment question which, whatever 
" may belts immediate consequences, certainly has not terminated 
" in a manner flattering to the honour of the nation or gratefal to 
" the feelings of any class of Her Majestj's subjects. (Hear, hear.) 
" These are the two points to which the noble Lord, to whom we are 
" indebted for this discussion, has particularly referred. For my 
'• " ojon part, I look en all that has happened with re^uj-d to the Snlist- 
'• vtent question as indieatim <if the distrust which prevails in the 
<• United States, and which has its origin in the conviction that the 
" policy of this country is host^e to the hgitimate development (ff their 
" power. It is my opinion that all that America ht^ fairly a right 
" to expect she may obtain, without injury either to Europe in 
" general or to England in pai-ticulav (hear), and that it is the busi- 
" ness of a statesman to recognize the necessity of an increase in A«" 
"power, and at the same time to make hei- undei-stand that she will 
" most surely accomplish all tlie objects she proposes to herself by 
" recognizing those principles of international law (hear) winch in 
» civiiiaed communities have always been upheld (hear), and to im- 
" press upon her that, instead of vaunting that she will build her 
" gi-eatness on the Monroe doctiine, which is the docti-ine of isolation, 
•' she should seek to attain it by deferring to the public law of 
" Europe, and by alloii-ittg her destiny to be regulated by the same 
" high principles of policy which all nations which have great des- 
" tinies to accomplish have invai'iably recognized." (Cheers.) 

It was like robbing a miser of his wealth, or, more appro- 
priately, depriving a warrior of his arms, for Lord Pulmerston 
thus to be solemnly told that he must henceforth give up his 
" extreme jealousy" of the territorial development of the Umted 
States. There is little doubt the illuatrioiis Viscount has hitherto 
regarded America, in the spirit of a true diplomatic Nimrod, as 
the richest preserve a going for a good day's sport, when the 
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ati]lnes3 of Euvopean politics drove him across the Atlantic for tho 
exercise of liis skill. What must be his chagrin thus to be noti- 
fietl that he mnst abandon his favourite haunt for so many jeara 
past, and how i^eep his annoyance to see more than one candidate 
for iiis place map out the policy ivJiich tlie foreign Oflicc lie has 
BO long controlled must bereafter adopt. 

May I be permitted to divine if in such an hour of retiibu- 
tion as this the rcmembraiica of iiis luckless Yankee pmUgs 
crossed bis mind, and whose only offence was tbe venial one of 
laving sought to protect his patron from tho mortificatinn that 
lias finally overtaken hiraP "Whether tbe noble Premier haa 
allowed a sigh of regi-et to escape him oi- not at tlie chance 
recollection of all the tribulations which be might so easily and 
magnanimously have averted fiom the head of tbe helpless 
victim of Timothy Broivn, it is 1 nposs ble of comse to-iy; but 
I appeal to the most obdurate of my leaders, and demand if I 
have not reason to congratulate myself on the timmpbant vindi- 
cation which fate has awarded me 

What bad I not suffered for my conscientious scruples f What 
had I not saciiliced from a sense of duty? "What martyrdom 
not undergone from a conviction of right? From dinners at 
Bioadlands, and marked favour at the Foreign OfHce, I bad fallen, 
first, under suspicion ; thence descended into the chilly regions of 
" Coventry;" next, was called on to undergo a series of stunning 
rebuffs that were each expected to be mortal, and which it was ray 
cruel destiny to survive only to be, finally, plunged into a diplo- 
matic " ivfei-m " from which Dante might have imbibed new inspi- 
rations, and lent new horror to the diabolical conceptions of bia 
high-wrought fancy. More fortunate, however, than many better 
men who liad preceded me, and thanka to the elasticity of a 
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yarine ilispmiSoii, wMcU thiiTes oil pmrarc. I have lirf to .ea 
Bj „er»lo.'foe-tlie loidsii OIBoe-bronskl to Ui» bar of 
paWia opinion in it. tarn, emplialicUj accu.ad ot Ions and liaavy 
deielielion, and formallj eondamntd, on pain ot nltev damolition, 
" to go and ain no mote." 

Have I not lea.on, tlien, to i.joiee, nud conld I in fairness be 
ensured tor a i»d. expve.sion ot feeling, wew I to give uttoranco 
to m, eiubaiant spirit, in the boastful lines ot tlie tl,jn»lei- 1- 

" Ob, Victory ! Joyful Victory 1 

Like love, thou bringest sorrow j 

And, yet, for such au hour with theOj 

Who would not die to-momow ? " 

Still, I would not have it thought now, or hereafter flat Ihai e 
unylbing in mmmon with that vindictive spirit vihich m my 
unhappy ease, stimalated the Soveign Office and it. well chosen 
areiit. at Turin and Genoa to such diseredilaUe ads nor would 
I expose mysclt to the charge of on indecent display ot taceliou.- 
nes. at the rare liamiliation ivlieh ha. befallen an old antagomst. 
Ho ; rather let me, oblivious ot my own small erosses, and mindful 
only of the real gravity and dignity of the subject, rise to the mag- 
nilnde of the consoBng fact that, albeit the Foreign OlEce disdain- 
fully spurned the services and advice of safe, though bumble, 
guidonoe, it baa at last been forced to listen to the stern voice of 
rebuke, and bid to mend its crotehetty way. and bend its peiveiao 
spirit to the eiigeneies ot the epoch and the iateiesls ot the naium. 
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CHAPTER THE LAST. 



TilB X.ES TA LION 19. 



1(1 the course of tlie present volume I have been obliged, liy 
the harsh necessity of a false position, to carry on a sort of guerilla 
warfare with the ordinary standards of propriety in matters of 
private concern ; and the result of a long continuance ia sin has 
overtaken me in that recklessness which makes me not only in- 
diffeient to what may be thought of past offencoa, but hardens me 
for the commission of new and, perhaps, more flagi'ant ones. 
Eefoie closi g, T am vastly tempted to venture upon further revela- 
t II f d plomatic secrets, but this time, instead of diving again 

t t! esses ot Dowaing-street, I am inclined to act off in 

q t f tl m to Washington. I feel far less dismayed at the 

J of ■such imprudence in that familiar latitude, for, 

t d as we Americana are to all forma and kinds of pub- 

1 ty wl 1 in fact, i^ the comer-stone of our system, I have 

1 ttl t f from official frowns or social censure. 

I E 3I d, some fifly years ago, excJusiveness was all the rage, 
and any pubKcity beyond the dry announeements of the Court 
Circular, or the stereotyped paragraphs of the Morning Post, was 
pronounced vulgar, and put under Aristocratic ban. But in these 
rough, practical, and Democratic times, nons avons cJiange tout ccVi, 
and little favor is now shown to canons of taste, or to fastidious 
notions of etiquette in matters where the public take an interest. 
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and think it for flicir good to be informed. Tliis, in ray own eyes, 
is a safer refuge, if not a better excase. for any unavoidable infrac- 
tions of refined conventionalities I may have committed, than even 
the personal motives, however stringent, that led to the origin of 
this pvibUcation. I stall be gratified far beyond the utmost success 
which can attend " my ease " against the Foreign Office, if in the 
conrse of this narrative I have succeeded in elucidating any points 
hitherto involved in doubt, in correetmg any false vieivs hitherto 
unsuspected.and infirmly establishing anytruths hitherto contested. 
It is this modest hope which has chiefly stimulated me to undertake 
tt 1 d h h 1 t. d m my 
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build up such a mountain of pother out of so contemptible a mole 
hill. Newspapers that were in the secret, and I may as well single 
out the Times at once, and newspapers that were not, accused tha 
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American Go*einm™t of a captio\is and qiaiielsome di^poaihon, 
and thej went even taithei by cliaiij ig upon the Pie= dent to in- 
sin desire to piovolce i war witk Ln^land similv to la oi hs 
chances and bolstei up Uia hopes of a re elecfion The lujnst ce 
of tliesa siiiTiiises and tlie ak'uidity of the e diatiibts wPie p 1 
pahle enou!?li to AmeiicTOs oa both ides of ilie Aihntie who 
regaided them with sup las and dissatis taction but they were 
received by the English pubhc generally with unsuspeUiHj, good 
faith tid pioduced that discontent ind inifation it nat the pur- 
poie of their prmcip-d authois to fo nent 

It is estriiordinavy enough that, with a free Press as one of their 
boasted privileges, two nations should be gradually approaeliing 
the vei^e of war, not so much, perhaps, from the ignorance of 
their journalists as to facts, as from the deliberate misrepre- 
sentations of them through passion, or mistaken views of interest. 
That snch an anomaly should ever occur is, no doubt, a pro- 
found consolation to sceptical Despots, but that the evil apparently 
aimed at did not ensue, is a proof that the instruction spread by a 
free Press is capable of curing its occasional excesses. 

Now that the smoke of fiery disouasioa has cleared away, and 
the clash of diplomatic "passages at anas" has ceased, let us 
dispassionately look about, and find out the cause of all this dis- 
order. Depend on it, where there has been so m"ch difficulty and 
danger with no i-eal reason for it, thei'c has beea scniG malignant 
spirit, some " damned lago" secretly at work to compass its own 
ends to the ruin of everybody else's. Wlien I gravely lift ray finger 
and point to that ^a:sa hdra, the ]?oi-eigii Office, wliioli is ahvara 
trying to steal away the penca of nations, and roundly a■^sert that 
it alone is at the bottom <iS all this i-umpus, ineredulcus people 
will cry pshaw, and others will suspect I am only trying to pile 
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"Pelion on Ossa," in order t 1 y f ni 1 J rn 

Burely to the gi-ounct. In apite ii f d b 1 f t n 

I persist firmly in my nllegat 1 II 1 t 

all sober people tliat I am not tt d tb hi li 

I have already stated, what ti j 11 d 1 h li 

stands to reason, that the lo f d t f 

American affairs on the part f th T Ofh fi t T 

Oregon, and California ; next C 1) G t lAm D ni 

and the Jjord knows where he d h i., d d th G 
ment and people of the TJn t 1 bt t vti t d 

finally, a spuit of reii«tance. It pftlwllkm I 

haie «aid, hcth to the Am G mn t d p il tl t 

neithei the commcrLial cl s es j pi f E U 1 1 d yth 
to do with thw, and that it pi d d tl f m ai t I } 
lou<T 01 mistaken policy , but th ty f t t I 11 

hazards, v.&^ manifest, tho' it m y h b f ly h p d tl 

good sense of England would te f 1 tl b 

threatening 

In lexas aad California th T gn Ofli w t 11 

ieated but m Oregon, perhap f -t 1 1 
agreed npon The natural fl t th d lb se 1 

been only to inflate its v-inity d t t p tc 

until, af lost— what (bes the d t! k— tl t last th 
happySeci'etarjfor AmaricanF Aff M M y r-asj t 

as good as locked up in his own office and the key put m tho pocket 
of the representative at "Washington of the Downing Street esta- 
blishment, Mr. Crampton . This is figurative language, but f hs fact 
is not esnggerated, Mr. Crampton, backed by his synipathefcb 
coUesgue, the Count Sartiges, Minister of Prance, iept up a sur- 
veillance so active, pertiuacious and eaiping over the suspected, but 
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unoffending, Amarican Secretary, that if he had not hcen ofie of 
the most enduring and long-sufferiug Diplomatists in the world, 
would have led to dire disasters some time before they really came. 

It will not do for me to venture heltar-steher upon staggering 
assertions about great (lersoiiages like these, without Inyitig down 
some positive proofs of my title to belief, I know it, and for 
this reason I will &sk my readers to aooompanj me on a ilying 
visit to Washington, and the last I will require them to make in 
my company. 

I will say little, by way of introduction, of Mr. ^. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State for the Foreign "Department," as it is styled 
in the United States. At home everybody must recollect his 
career, and abroad no one would likely take much interest in it. 

His political life has been a long one, and eminently successful, 
and he has reached the patriarchal age of three-score and ten, with 
a reputation for diplomatic adroitness that qualified him admirably 
to cope, not merely with Messrs. Cramptoa and Sartiges, at 
Washington, but with their far more formidable masters in Europe. 
It was well for the United States, and perhaps for other nations, that 
such a man as Mr. Marcy, so profoundly vei-sed in the art — I will 
not say of chicanery — but of diplomacy, was at the helm of affairs at 
the critical period we have just passed through. 

Mr. Marcy, when, in March, 1S5S, he took possession of the 
"State Department," knew the exact condition of the public 
mind of the country. Averse to war, above all other countries, 
with Great Britain, and by no means intoxicated oa the point ot 
foreign acquisitions, it was yet resolutely bent on exercising its own 
judgment in matters pertaining to its own welfare, without regard 
to the opinions of third parties. Now, had Mr. Marcy becE an 
ambitious or a designing politician, he could hardly have desired 
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B better occasion than this to carry out his purposes or to gratify 
a thirst for historicd renown. It is strange, indeed, having 
ncliieved so much eclat as Secretary of War, under President Polk, 
in tTie campaiga against Mexico, that he was not tempted to try 
his luck again on a gi-auiler scale of operations. That he has, on 
the contrary, resisted with unyielding firmness the enterprising 
spirit of the coiintvy, and borne with such praise-worthy composure 
the provocations heaped upon him by Her Britannic Majesty's 
Foreign OfRcs, does ec[ual credit to his patriotism and Statesman- 
ship. 

Anxious to comply with the wishes of the country by adding 
to our possessions the much-coveted prize of Cuba, he employed all 
his skill in seeking to obtain it by purchase, but the ubiquitous 
To e gn Office met him at Madrid and employed its superior in- 
fl e ce to lefeat him. Soaring aloft, on his diplomatic wings, be 
fl d to tl e uttermost parts of the earth and tried his luck in uego- 
t t on at the Sandwich Ishrnds ; but be was stealthily followed by 
tlat ] yng. inquisitive "det.ctiv J," the Foreign Office, and forced 
to abandon commercial advantages to which he had the jnstest 
claim. Again, in Dominica, after securing, with much effort and no 
small skill, aTreaty favorable to oar trading interests in that quarter, 
he was boldly robbed of it by the unceremonious interference of the 
British Consul, backed by his loving colleague of Franco, who with- 
out explanation or apology, peremptorily forbad the submissive 
Dominicans to comply with it. 

Al! this was the more vexatious, not to say indecent, in 
that brazen-faced intcrmeddler, tho Foreign OfEioe, after the 
active and incessant exertions of Mr. Marey to meet all the 
exactions of Her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Washington, 
by opposing and defeating, at the risk of his popularity and 
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office, every attempt at " fiIIibnBtering " that had been dctectetl. 
As is generally the case, eTCry effort of the Ameiican Secretary to 
conciliate the ageat of the Foreign Office at Washington only aug- 
mented his imperiousness, and all the sacrifices and uapanilleled con- 
cessions of the badgered Mr. Marey, tailed utterly to luil the sus- 
picions or subdue the hostility of the captious, cavilling, carping 
Mr. Cramplon, wlio was obliged to obey instructions from Down- 
ing Street. How auy mortal man could stand it, even a diplo- 
matist, who is not a whit better Christian than other men, what- 
ever his pretensions, I could not divine. It was just when Mr- 
Marcy'a persecution hod reached the culminating point that I 
made lay way to Washington. I thought it would be just as well, 
perhaps, to take advantage of the savage ill-humour I expected to 
find him preyed upon, to "pour the leprous distilment into his 
ear" of my ill-treatment by the same indoniitable foe to Yankee 
enterprise, whether in the east or the west. 

I had heard much of Secretary Marcy'a eccentric appeararce, 
manners, and habits ; and chained by the leg for the last two or 
three years, and worried and tormented, as he had been, by the un- 
feeling Ministera of England and Prance, I really feared to approach 
him till after applying every emollient within my reach. I had him 
written to by some ot his best friends and nearest relatives. 
Provided, besides, with other resources of a soothing nature, I 
braced up my nerves for a visit to the " State Department," where 
I presented myself at two o'clock of a hot day in July, of last year, 
and sent in my card by the messenger in waiting. I was ushered 
in immediately, and augm'cJ well of this beginning. I found the 
object of so much misgiving on my part, whom I half expected 
to find frothing at the mouth, what with the heat, and the baiting 
he had previously undergone, quietly ensconced iii a capacious 
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Editor has for years past pursued the beleaguered Secretary through 
«very phase of his of&cial lita, and neither his ingenuity nor hia ill- 
will seemed to wear out in the least, 1 thought the bare mention 
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of his name would infallibly convert tlie sang-froid of the sel& 
possessed Secretary into a torrent o£ lava, so I resolved to use it, 
but in a way that would stir up emotioa rather than fii-e in- 
dignation. 

" If I had expected so pleasant a recaption as this, Mr. Maroy," 
I began, after some desultoiy observations, " I should have 
brought you another letter of intro duet ion tendered to me at 
New York." 

" "Who from ?" demanded the Secretary in his laconic way. 

" A former friend of yours," I returned, hesitating, and some- 
what afraid of my own ^n. 

" Who's he ?" enquired the unsuspecting Mr. Maroy. 

" I dare say you will be surprised, but I hope not offended," I 
said, expecting to excite his curiosity. 

"All," said the Seci'etaiy, gaping outria;ht. 

" Why, Mr. Bennett, ot the HeraU, offered me a letter to you, 
if I would venture to present it." 

To my stupefaction, the Secretaiy, instead of bolting iipright in 
his chair, bis eyes flashing fire, quietly gaped again, and then 
asked, 

" Well, why did you not bi-ing it P" 

" But what do you suppose its contents would have been ?" I 
continued, making another desperate effort to rouse him. The 
Secretary crossed bis legs leisurely, and left me to answer my own 
question. 

" Why he meant to say that you had both been enemies long 
enough, and that he was willing to bury the tomahawk." 

I plunged my glance into the Secretary's face, but there was no 
more commotion there than in a frozen lake, I fell back more than 
baulked, utterly humiliated. Without moving a musele or dis- 
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turbing his legs, the Secretary replied, and without mincing mat- 
ters, in his way — 

"Bennett's a simpleton, I am no enemy of his. I can't tell wliy he 
is always writing ahout me 1" I remember that poor old Lear, in 
the play, was puzzled to know " the cause of thunder," but I was 
a deal more peipilexed in conjeotui'ing the cause of such proJoimd 
placidity. 

" Why, Bennett says," I continued, thoroughly subdued, " that 
you played him a trick once. Tliat you made use of him wheik 
you ran for Governor of New York, and then repudiated hkn 
afterwards." 

There was something hke the shadow of a smile that flickered 
for a moment about a corner of the Secretary's dry mouth, hut it 
vanished instantly, as if unacquainted with the neighbourhood. 

" Bennett has always been under a false impression. I'll tell 
you how it was," Govamor Marey then related the amusing 
story which I had often heard from his antagonist, but the versions 
were, of course, different. I was glad, however, to detect the 
dissemhling Seci-etary diplomatising with me, for he would never 
have wasted his time on this forgotten incident if he had not 
sought to ingratiate his formidable adversuiy by expecting me to 
repeat all he had said. 

I'i-om this topic I went over dii'cctly to ray own affairs. " One 
o£ my objects in visiting you, Mr. Marcy," I resumed, " was to 
ascertain if there was any remedy for my singular case, and to 
solicit the advantage of your intervention." 

"What is it about?" demanded the Secretary in his curt 

"I have a complaint against the British Foreign Office." 

At mention of this odious name, which appeared to touch him 
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more nearly fhan the one already used, the cautious Minister 
passed his tanrl slowly across his face, and finished by pinching 
his nose, which hit of pantomime conveyed, I suspcisted, his readi- 
ness to serve the Foreign Office in the same fasliion if he could 
ever get his fingers near enough. 

" What is it ?" he enquired, afler a pause. 

I made then a hrief statement of my case, which had already 
reached him thi-ough various channels. "1 am the more em- 
boldened," I concluded, " to appeal to you, as Lord Cku'enaou iu- 
forms me that ray claim for redress should come througli my own 
Government." 

" It is all nonsense," remarked Mr. Marcy, as if soliloquising, 
for it seemed from his countenance that he was deeply pondering 
over the matter'. 

" How so?" I exclaimed, in surprise. 

" Why, if I undertate the matter," said the Secretary gravely, 
" it ia the Sardmiau Government I must call to account for alijwing 
the British Minister and British Consul to inteifei'e so grossly in 
an affair which in no wise concerned them. I don't see, though," 
and he stopped again to reflect — " No, I doa't see any good locta 
standi against the British Foreign Office " 

The tone of his voice, and, peihaps, something in his manneTj 
gave me the impression that the cleai-headed and sure-footed man 
presiding over the " State Department " felt quite as much regret 
as I did that he could discover no tangible mode of obt i nag 
even a small victory over that phgue of his oihciil life Her 
Britannic Majesty's Foreign Olhte, m ato lement foi the endless 
crosses it had occasioned him. liis i^pmion was lo ^aat di»- 
appointment to me, howevtr, for I had come long ago to piettj 
ju'i^h the same conclusioD- 
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« WbII, tlien," I le.ponied, "tlieie is «o otte way left of 
VOTdiig »p tke aim to mj own mti.f.otion tl.n to lay tie wlole 
hi.toiy before tie worH, and I am unite eetlain tl.t Ibe Engliel 
onUie will form a judgment a. impa.ti.l a. o.i own, and ttat the 
Foreign Offiee wiU gel tie woi.t ot it in the end, if my «de i» 
jonsidered the best." , , a 

.. That is jonr only .Uem.tive, a. far as I. ean see, yonehsaftd 
M M y h ui d- wy- 11 d to pioteel the loieign 
Oa f V 1 ft N d y 1 hi P J 'y 
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w h t, tC b y t 

" No," he replied, rather grimly. 

"I believe the eouMry woald like to have it, tlongt I am not 
sure abont the East." 

» They wonia agree to pnrelase it," replied the Secretary, and, 
of eonise, le Itnew. 

" And tie Soutl?" I t^ueried. 
■' Wonld take it anylow." 
« Would the West op'pose it, do you think?" 
" I thitdc not." 

" What's the difficulty, then ?" 
For the tir.t time Mr. Marey turned round m his clalr. 
" The English Govermnent," he said, without any sign rf 
irnget, but I was sure he waa not as conlented as he looked, 
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" Wtat has England to fear P" 

" That's what I can't make out," returned the Secrefaiy, 
turning i-ound again. " It woald double her commei'ce there, at 

" Well, it ia hardly foir," I declared, sympathetically, " for you 
have gone ve:^' far, Mr. Marcy,. everybody thints, to sooth 
British apprehensions." 

" Thei'e is no gratitude left ia the world, I do believe," exclaimed 
the thwarted statesman, aad he attempted to smile, but failed 
signally. " Why, would you believe it," he continued, getting 
quite restive, " they won't allow me to have even a coal-yard in 
Domioioa !" 

"How absurd," I responded; "they are as had as the old 
Trojans with their Timeo Banaos, et domferenies." 

1 don't know what there was in the allusion, but it paciiied him 
almost instantly. Pulling down his waistcoat and smoothing awaj 
his old-iashioued ruffles, he remarked, in the spirit of a true philo- 
sopher — 

" It requires an uncommon deal of forbearance to get along 
comfortably in this Jifo," 

" I wonder, Gtovemor," I said, addressing him by his customary 
title, "that you don't give Mr. &amptoa here a bit of your 
mind," 
"For that matter, I do very often.*' 

This made me very cmious, aud I bluntly asked, "Do you 
threaten himP" • 

" Oh no ; " replied the disci-eet Officer of State, " I only tell him 
that he is a ^mst unreasonable man." 

This was the very language of our Prime Mmister, and nothing 
could be more bland than his voice as he spoke; but whether there 
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11 tlie emplifLsis, or m tlifi covert glance of his eye, 
I cannot tell, but I mado up my mind on the spot that !f ever Mr. 
Crampton let his diplomatic visor drop, his head would be in 
danger. My mind was gradually getting absorbed in meditations 
of the most engfossing character, and I Toae to go. As I pulled 
on my gloves, I said in the way of a lavting remark, « By the by. 
Governor, I had a chat with Mr. So-and-so btely" (iiaming a dis- 
tinguished person), and he surprised me by pronouncing Lord 
Palmerston gi-eatly oven'ated, and that "he looked upon him as 
little better than a blunderer and a sham." 

" Mr. So-and-so is a donkey,'' asserted the plain-speaking Secre- 
tfliy, with what sounded like a grow! of hearty contempt. 

I was startled at so hold an,epitliet applied to so prominent a 
person, but 1 was glad, indeed, to see that the cliieC of the " State 
Department " was not labouring under any illusioa as to the skiiful 
adversai-y he had to deal with. 

" However that may be," I answered, smiling, " I should say 
that Lord Palmerston certainly was rather an awkward customer 
to encounter in diplomacy or debate," 

"Did you ever read his speech in defence of his policy in the 
summer of 1850? " 

" Yes ; and his Lordship presented me with a corrected copy." 

"Well, then, I say," and the Secretary again appeared to put 

the utmost reliance on what he said, 'Hhat Lord Palmci-stou, or 

anybody else, who could make a speech like tUt miist be a great 

man. Wonderful speech that ! " 

Por a moment I allowed him to enjoy a deep conviction undis- 
turbed, for it is rare, indeed, that a Diplomatist experiences a 
felicity of that sort; but as I retreated to the door the Secretaiy 
recovered from his momentaiy fit of admiration, and enquired 



I ..Google 



298 THE LEX TALIONla. 

after my staj in Washington, whilst tendering me the offer of his 
hospitality. I was obliged to leave the next morning, however, and 
bm m 
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it may be counted on as certain that ho wdl, however patient and 
considerate, take tbe first chance to avenge the past and guarantee 
the fiiture. 

And now for tbe application. Need I point to the Enlistment 
question, which, after exposing England and tbe United States to 
the terrible contingencies of war, has, finally, ended with the ex- 
pulsion of the representative of the Eoreign OfBce at Washington, 
to say nothing of tbe Consuls at New Tork, Philadelphia, and 
Cincinnati. 

Now, can it be seriously mooted, and will any sensible person 
believe it, that if Mr. Crampton had not acted in so " unreason- 
able " a manner, by catching maliciously hold of Secretary Marcy's 
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coat-teil, ana gttting tU Frenok Minister, Count Sartiges, alwsy. 
to Wp liim, evon when the said Seeretai j was so innocenllj em- 
ployed as to be only bargaining for " a coal-yard in Dominica," 
I ask, would Secretary Marcy, if be bad been differently treated, 
eTcr baie tslen .ncli cmol advantage of the pecradiloes of tho 
said Crampton, when be was, at last, fairly caogbt and " cornered ?" 
Most assuredly not ; and tbis is just wbat Mr. DisraeU thought, 
and boldly deokredin the House of Commons. 

Is it not high time, ttorefoi-e, for the people of Engknd of all con- 
ditions to loot to their foreign Olbce ? If it had not instructed its 
representative at Washington to act as h. did, we should ncTci 
have heai-d of the Enlistment question ; and if it bad not directed 
Messrs. Hudson and Brown to keep mo locked up for fftCen 
months in a prison at Genoa, this boot would never have been 
written. Tho first was near leading to a dreadfnl calamity i but, 
I trust, the latter will be infinitely more harmless in its effects. 
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Fkom "LA FJiESSS," of Notbmbek 30, 1849. 
THE UNITED STATES. 

To M. Bmile de Gibaedin— 

I liTe rei>4 -wifh tte Imlie.t ■jmp.th/ thj judioiou. "fi;'"/"" 

A S.™.' to Fmoo, tie id™ o( .l.gBng i» Ita, di.oumm 
,oildn6,.r hm ocratred to me, but tor tt. i-.«ptioii mm by the 
ConMvtiannel to the letter of a eountrjinwi of none. Mr. Harrmg- 

""h f i'S- «J»H to j». m ptot™.. it i. he™., of all the 
Ttenol ionmaliat.. yon «ie the let biaa.ed. apjaiontly. by the oon- 
cloeiona you may We formed. It i. not ony f.yeril. .ytern you 
Sek to eetahliah, iut rather the truth that you arm to d..eo,er. Bmn- 
"restedues. like thi. i. .0 rare, that you are exposed to the doubt. 
S the timid and the saroa.m. of the enrron.. The tot»hrml 
from your theoriea, the last aoouao you of in.meenty. Eut if your 
?ae.fflo.-. and devotedn.aa .id in rc.ohms tl,. P""" »' «"?"; 
mnt. you will b. amply compensated, tor tie tianmph of a ju«t 
idea is tire rar-est and the purest of yretorres. . .i.„ „.„,„; 

The .luestion that I piijpose to treutis not merely as to the organi- 



jiGoogle 



zation of the Executive power in the United States, or as to the 
manner it may be modelled in Frajice. What I desire more is to 
explain the fundamental principles upon which repose the Consti- 
fsition of the United States, and to which we are indebted for 
Vie durable alliaTice of order mth liber^—thst pretended chimera 
which for sisty years yon have pursued in France, and which for 
sixty years has ftourished with incontestable vigonr amongst us. 

In order that the merit of the American Constitution may be 
better appreciated, I will pass briefly in review what preceded it 

When the North American Colonies declared their independence, 
and undertook to constitute a goverameiit for themseivea, thoy 
deposited the supreme power in the hands of a Congress, consisting 
of a single Chamber only. 

In the iaee of ali the dangers of this epoch — anarchy within and 
invasion without— such was the want of harmony in this organi- 
sation, that the confederated States would have succnrobed but for 
the extraordinary capacity of one man, General Washii^on. 

The war finished and their independence established, the victorious 
States felt the imperious necessity of a better organisation, and the 
Mticlea or bases of a new Confederation were drawn up and adopted. 
The Supreme Power, Legislative and Executive, eontjnued to oe con- 
fided to a single Chamber, which named three Ministers to the re-, 
speotive Departments of Foreign Affairs, War, and Finance. Tliis 
second experiment at government was not more successful than the 
first, for after a short experience of six years, the necessity of indis- 
pensable modifications became more imperative than ever. 
Two serions defects were found in this national government. 
The first was the want of sufficient power in the Executive or 
Administrative Department. The American people wei-e so jealous 
of their liberty, and so mistrustful of all power, that they refused to 
invest Congress with the power that was afeolutely needed. 
_ The second defect was more grave. The functions, so very dis- 
tinct, of legislation and aHministration were exercised by the same 
body in a single Chamber. Thera can be no good administration 
without the complete Vhth/ or independence of the Administrative 
Power. There can be no good laws if the two classes, upper and 
lower, of every country— in a word, of the Aristocracy and Demo- 
cracy, do not unite in fiieiv creation. 

The Confederated States admitted with unanimity that it was im- 
possible to go on under these circumstances. This was the opinion 
of Washington, and of all the eminent men of the day. It was, 
also, the conviction of the people. 

A Convention, composed of delegates from each State, then assem- 
bled, in order to make a third attempt at a Government that would 
be more practicable. 
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The existing Constitution is the result. On tMs occasion the 
Supreme Power was divided. Tke Executive Power was confided 
to one only. The Legislative Power was distributed between two 
Chambers, a Senate, aud a House of Kcpreseutatives. This national 
Government, in short, was only an imitation of the different State 
Governments, wliieh were founded on the old English Constitution, 
wiiere the authority was divided between the King, the Aristoeraoy, 
and the people ; or, King, Lords, and Commons. _ 

The Cimstitution had a complete sneoeas. It has lasted sixty 
years,* affording the utmost liberty, and seourmg the most pcriect 

What is the secret of this success ? Does it belong to the Consti- 
tution itself,- or has it tn do with tJie character of the American 

1 will endeavour to prove that it is inherent in the Constitution. 
The Americans are not above the level of humanity. They are in- 
telligent and patiiotio ; yes, but they are governed by the same 
pasMons, and influenced by the same interests as other nations. 

To appreciate fully the excellence of this Constitution, let us stop 
for a moment to consider attentively the nature of society. A poh- 
tical system, which is opposed to the nature of man, ^niiot endure. 
How many Institutions in ruins encumber the path of history ! 

Every community contains these three principles— tiie Monar- 
chical, the Aristocratic, the Democratic. 

These principles represent the elements of which all society is 
composed, , , v v- ■ 

Everywhere, in every country, Qiere is some mtm who, by his in- 
telheenee and force of character, is tho necessary chief of the country. 
He ^ ttie natural monarch— to exclude feim from his share of power 
would be to arm him agwnst 't-l; 

In every oountry there is a select class, formed of all its notabili- 
ties, to whom their superiority assigns the Brat rank. This is the 
matm-al aristocracy To exclude them from then shaie of ponei 
is, manifestiy, impossible. 

Finally, there is the multitude, and to exclude them from a par 
tieipation in the Government is an error, nay, an injustice which i^ 
avenged by their eventually overtiirowing every Co istitution which 
has overlooked them. 
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Tliereiore, a Constitufjon -(vhich admits these three elements, and 
isdtiibutca the supreme power between the Monarch, the Ariatooracy, 
and the Democracy, combines all the conditions of a long dnration. 

The idea of Oiia Mixed eovemmmt presented itself to the Legisla- 
fairs of Antiijuity, Lycurgua, in his Constitution of Sparta, sought 
to combine these three principles, but he conid not snceeed in 
halancmg them. He placed the Executive power in the hands of 
two kings. Here was a want of UniiJ/. The error was fatal. 

Eomalas, the founder of Eome, adopted the same idea, and im- 
proved on the model traced by Lycurgus. He distributed the su- 
preme power between the King, the Patricians, and the Plebians. 
TTie Exeentive Power had here the indispensable requisite of uniiff. 
Bnt Romuins, like Lycnt^us, fWIed to harmonise these three princi- 
ples, which are naturally hostile. These principles cannot exist 
separately, and yet aU the skill of the Ancients could not succeed in 
combining them harmoniously. 

The merit of this solution was reserved for the fonndcrs of the 
Constitution of the United States. 

It is evident that the idea of blending these three principles of evei^ 
society is not new. The profoundest thmkers of ike old world, 
Dionysius, Polybins, and Cicero, all declared that this tnas the best of 
all the forms of Gomrnmenf. The greatest Legislators, too, Lycurgns 
and Komulus, endeavoured to cany it into effect. In modern times, 
Montesquieu in France, andBrougham in England, have given their 
adhesion to this opinion. The only difSculty consisted in the ne- 
cessity of finding an oi^anisation such as would conciliate tJie 
antagonism of these principles, and so prevent the ruin of tlie Go- 
vernment. This obstacle must have been grave, indeed, to require 
BO many centuries to surmount it 

"What was the simplest means to put an end to thi^ eternal 
struggle between these principles P Was it to vieaken one and 
strengthen the others ? No, for that was just the eiior of the 
Ancients. It was necessary, on the contraiy, to establnh a peiftct 
equality helteeen them. This was the precise aim ot the American 
legislators. How did they effect it? Why, by a simple system, 
or combination of checks and balances, peipetual and reciprocal. 
In this wa^ these principles preserve the necessary freedom to then 
perfect acfaon, whilst they are prevented from falling into tho'ie 
cesses which destroy that equality, ponderation, and mdcpende 
■which are indispensable. 

Let us look into this. 

The ExecutiYo power, or Monarchical principle, of tlie American 
Consfitution is confided to a siug^le person called the President. 
The first great cheek applied to him is the limited time he holds 
office—that is iiied at four years. Again, he can do nothing with- 
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out the concarvonce of the otlier powers. lie can malcc neither war 
nor peace. Even hia nomination to places aro of no weight until 
appioved hy tlie Senate. Bat, on the other hand, to make the 
Executive the slave of the other powers would be to violate the 
balance of the Constitution. To preserve his mdependenoe, there- 
fore, the Eseeutive is armed with a veto. Yet, this dangerous privi- 
lege is limited in its turn. The Executive has, also, the r^ht to 
retain or dismiss hia Ministers at his pleasure ; no ohstaele what> 
ever interferes. 'Without entering into further details, it is seen 
that, in our Constitution, the Monarchical prmoiple enjoys its greatest 
virtue, that of Vhtlt/, without which no Constitution can sncceed. 

The Aristoeratie power, or nrinoiple, is represented by a body 
called the Senate, complied of the most eminent men of the conntiy. 
The namher is lunited to two for each State, whether large or smalL 
Thus, the States are equalised, whatever the difference of their 
population or wealth. This power has, in all times, exereised a pre- 
ponderance by tiie superiority of its intelliffenoe, hut the American 
Constitution, whilst honoring it, has made no exception in its 
favor to its system of checks. In tlie first place, the duration of tlie 
Senatorial term is limited to sis years, instead of for life. Again, 
it shares all its legislative functbns with the second or Democi-atic 
power, and aU its executive duties with the President, personifying 
the Monarchical principle. But although the privUege of inde- 
pendent action has not been conceded, yet this important power has 
not been rendered subordinate. Its independence has been carefully 
preserved, for it can refuse, on its own responsibility, to act with the 
other powers. The essential merit of this power or principle, which 
is that of Conservatism, has been displayed by many strikmg ser- 
vices to the country. 

The Democratic power or prmoiple la represented bj a body called 
the House of Representatives. This power, aho has been ref,u 
lated with the utmost nicety. It has no executive functions what 
ever, and its legislative acts are performed in common with the 
Senate. Still, its independence is guaranteed ; ibr it alone his tlie 
right to originate any financial measure. It has ilso the puvilege 
to impeach the President, but to the Senate is reserved the pie 
rogative of sitting on hia trial. 

The wise founders of our Constitution foresaw the danger which 
would environ the Democratic principle if it weie left alone to con 
tend with its rival principles— the Monarchical and Anstocntic 
CouMneed that these would endear oui, as always, to control it or to 
corrupt it, they settled upon two -veats as the propel teim foi the 
delegates ot the people, ooncludmg that this short period would 
piebtne them from anj Bcrious temptations The Democratic 
punciple possesses one immens" excellence— that of the spint of 
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Progress, For a GovEnimoiit to feci the ^salutary effect of this 
quality, however, it should be united always witli the Conservative 
Spirit—the essence of the Aristoci-atic principle — and the two cannot 
act efficaciously without that Vkiti/ wMch !s the prime essential of 
the Monarchical principle. 

The Ancients did not auceeed, as we know, in reconciling these 
three principles. Wherefore P The cause of their failure is not to 
be explained by imputing the blame either to the Monarchical, Aris- 
tocratic, or Democratic principles. Each of these naturally obeys 
the known laws of human nature, and seizes upon the Sovereign. 
Power whenever it can. 

How to prevent one encroaching on the others was just the object 
at which the American Legislators aimed. Twice they broke down, 
but were triumphant in their third attempt, and the Constitution, of 
which I base given so imperfect an analysis, is the result. 

This model Government haa been everywhere adopted throughout 
flie United States. Every town has its Mayor and two Councils, 
upper and lower ; every State has its Governor and two Chambers, 
the Senate and House of Representatives. 

For the three elements I have spoken of are found as well in Ihe 
village as in the nation ; and the first condition for a regular and tran- 
quil Government is to secure a legal orbit for the fundamental princi- 
ples which represent them. 

By way of comparison, this Mixed Oovernment may be said to 
resemtle the mechanism which indicates the passage of time. The 
nature of the Democratic principle. Progress, may be likened to the 
mainspring, which is incessantly at work ; whOst Ciwissrrad'sOT, the 
attribute of the Aristocratic principle, is represented by the wheel- 
work ; and Unity, the essence of the Monarchical principle, is the 
regulator, which gives steadiness to the whole. 

As long aa the balance, established with so much felicity by our 

e'eat Legislators, is scrupulously maintained, the Constitution of the 
□ited States will endure unshaken. 

1 will explain how this exact counterpoise might be disturbed in. 
commenting on the Constitution of anotlier country. This investi- 
gation, however, I shall reserve for a second letter. 

Henry Wikoff, 

^ New rorh. 
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Feom " LA FIi:ESSi:," OF December 12, 1849. 



To Emil-e de Gjeaebin 

In my last letter I pvopoeed to show how a Constitution founded 
oa the three principles in question, tlie Monarcbical, Aristooratie, 
and Democratic, may yet be overthrown. I said I should take, for 
an example, the Constitution of another county. That county i9 
England, and the Constitution bo violated is the famous British Con- 
stitution. In undertaking this serious exainination, I beg to submit 
oertain person nl reflections. 

To treat a political question connected with my own country was 
comparatively easy. The subject was familiar, and I had no fear, 
aboTe all, of wounding any prejudices. But how many irritated 
feelings will rise aguinst me on venturing to touch on European 
politics? An Amencan who speaks of Europe is always under llie 
apprehension of falling into one of two errors— either of giving way 
to enthusiasm or yielding to a spu?it of injustice. A plain Repub- 
lican, the splendour of her opulence dazzles him, and the prestige of 
her renown overwhelm him. A seTere Democrat, the inequality of 
ranks offend him, and the miseiy of the populations shock him, 

in endeavouring to guard against weakness on one hand, and 
prejudice h th I b p t i w m self '^J , ' ^"^ 

Lonor, Sir T h dm w 11 m thy f th 

fidenee of my d , . , ,■ 

The En lish t d y m th pml f d th 

Constituti f th y h d t bus th mm 

right of t g t tt km w tl ul t ly 11 

institution f m try b t bk w t *-l l"^^^ , -^^ 

imitating h mpl btwll d th t tr t li 

buestion in a philosophical spirit, and witii all the consideiation 
that becomes a descendant of the mother country. In fine, I will 
seek to he moderate in order to be just. 

There are some striking contrasts that offer, at once, between the 
Constitutiinis of England and the United States- The oi^e dates from 
yesterday; tho other from many centuries. The one is ti-aditioiial; the 
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odicr is written. But for all tho rest the resemblance ia easy to es- 
plaiiijfor one is tho product of tlie other. 

Tlie three great ftindamental principles, Monarchical, Aristocratic, 
and Democratic, ■were borne across the sea by those independent and 
resolute Puritans, who preferred the pain of exile to the chagrin of 
seeing the equilibrium of a Miaied Government destroyed. They were 
wedded to the belief that it was the only form of government which 
gnai-anteed the liberty of each with the security of all. They carried 
with them, also, imbedded in their very natnres, thosa inestimable 
icstitntionB Trial hy Jury, and the act of Sabeas Corpus, which soon 
took root in a soil dedicated to the growtii of Hberty. 

The English boast of their ancient Conaiitution, and they have 
great reason lo do so, since it affords for the security of person and 
pi-operfy such guarantees as do not exist, and never have existed, 
elsewhere in Em-ope. 

From whence comes this glorious distinction ? Their history 

After the ConciueBt, in 1066, by the Normans, ICing William and 
his warrior-barons found themselves in a country conquered but 
Btill hostile. Exposed lo the same dangers, and impelled by the same 
Toracity for the common prey, they lived for a time in amity. 

But, as in all times and all countries, the natural jealousy between 
the Monarchy and the Aristocracy broke out, and a struggle of in- 
terest, coupled with ambition, began. The English people, profoundly 
indifferent to the aims of either, looked only to what concerned them- 
selves ! and during several centuries they gave their support at one 
time to the King, and at another to the Barons, on condition of certain 
privileges which they exacted. In this way was brought forth the 
MagnaCharta; from hence sprung the act of Habeas Corpus j hence, 
also, the right of the Commons to share with the Barons [&e Lords) in 
Parliament the legislation of the country ; hence, finally, by degrees, 
the division of the Supreme Power between the King, the Barons, 
and the people — King, Lords, and Commons. 

Carried nwaj[ by its jealous hatred, and by the fears which the 
Eoyal prerogatives inspired, the Aristocracy always rallied to the 
side of the Democracy m its attacks upon the common enemy, unUl 
the downfall, at last, of the Eojalty decapitated. 

Under Cromwell, the Monarchy disappeared, but the Aristocracy 
■was, also, levelled, and thus the old Constitution wae violated. 

Up to Uiat epoch the Mixed Government, Monarchical, Aristocratio, 
and Democratic, existed. Its attributes, it is true, were badly as- 
sorted ; the neeessai'y limits were not defined ; but, although the 
indispensable balance was not attained, an approximation towards 
it was made. 

The Aristocracy Boonsaw the eiTor they had committed, and they 
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Bct to work to repair it. By their efforts the Monarchy was restored, 
and, then, the struggle between the rival principles recommenced. 

Onoe more the Monarchy son^ht to wield its prorogatiyes, 
and again the Aristocracy opposed it, but this time with greater 
modei-ation. The people, as usual, joined readily in the conflict 
James II refused to reign without govei-ning, and rather than yield, 
ha abandoned the counti^. . 

The Sovereign power Uien fell into the hands, jointly, ol the Ans- 
tocraey and Democracy. The fii-st was ready for the crisds ; the 
latter found itself without a leader, but both wffre unanimous in their 
hatred of absolute Monarchy. "William III accepted tlie part allotted 
to the new Royalty, and agi-eed to give np the exercise of tlie eseci*- 
tive power • 
This was the result of the Rerolutioii of 1688. 
The ancient British Constitution, which distributed the supreme 
authority between the three great elements of the State, ceased to 
exist. The Mixed Government, which had grown oat of the Norman 
conquest, which was better orgnnised, and longer established than 
anywhere else in the world, was destroyed a second time, in 1688, by 
the abolition of the Monai-chical principle. The shadow of this prin- 
ciple has always survived, bnt the shadow onljr. 

The Aristoeratie and Democratic principles IJffti remained Stan ding 
fece to face. As it was impossible to establish any balance between 
them, it was necessary for the traniinilhty of Hie country that Mie ov 
the other should abandon its pretensions to power. _ 

The Aristocracy had on its side all the superior intellect as well . 
as the wealth of 'the country ; bnt neither one nor the other of the 
rival principles had any force at its command, Intelhgence and 
skill naturally triumphed, and since 1 61 years tke Aristfloratic prin- 
ciple has wielded the Government in England. 

The Aristocracy, by the simplest manceuvres, has entirely suc- 
ceeded, up to the present time, m paralysing its nval pruiciples. 

At the beginning the usage was established that Mmistei-s 
should retire after a hostile vote of Tarliamena. The Executive thus 
fell into insignificance the moment it had no longer the right to re- 
tain its MinSters, who depended, as is seen, on the good will of Par- 
liament Monarchy in England thus became a mere form. In tact, 
it has preserved neither power nor independence. _ 

The Democi-aUc principle was not long m disappeaiing ii'om the 
House of Commons, for its members, being elected by the imddie 
class, and holding their seats for seven years, have always lallen 
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und th control of the Aristocracy, who retain in their hands 
n t 1 all the honors, but, also, all the resources of the State. 
& e 1688 the masses have never, by any constitutional means, 
X d their legitimate influence over the legislation ofthe oountry. 

The uffrage is so limited," and elections are made so expensive in 
England that tlie people are obliged to have recourse to threats and 
to tumultuous assemblages in order to be heard. It is thus apparent 
how two of those three elementary principles of all governments 
have been suppressed in England, we may be surprised that they 
should have submitted for so long a time to the deprivation of their 
just share in the division of power, but we are forced to admire the 
art, both ingenious and profound, with which the Aristocratic prin- 
ciple has contrived to maintain i^ ascendancy. 

To imderstand this more Iblly, it will be necessary to establish 
the existence of four great influences in every society, founded oa 
the strongest passions of the human heart. These four influences 
are the love of religion, of war, of knowledge, and of gain. These 
predominating influences are represented, or, as one might say, put to 
profit, by four powerful classes — the Priest, the Soldier, the Thinker, 
and the Capitalist. 

The endless sti-ugrie between these influences to subjugate society 
to their will is the a»retof all those convulsions which maie the his- 
tory of the world. The better to succeed they ally themselves in- 
variably to one or the other of the constituent principles of the 
tovemment. At one time they abandon tlie Monarchical pi-ineiple 
ir the Aristocratic, and, at othei-s, divided between themselves, 
they sustain one principle against the other. In the United States 
these influences have occasionally striven to acquire an ascendancy 
ovei one or all of these elementarj- principles. The Religions.t the 
Military,! and the Literary influences have lailed, but the Finan- 
cial influence succeeded in establishing a connection with the Go- 
vernment, from which sprung Protective laws and a National Bank. 
Hence aiose oiir_political dissensions. 

rhe Democratic principle perceiving, at last, that this influence 
was disposed, from its nature, to aid in the undue development of 
its rival principles, straggled hard to brealc off the tie. In conse- 
sequenoe the National Bank was overthrown, and the Protective 
laws are hst giving way. The tranquillity of the country will be 
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more firmly established wten once the influence of the Financial 
class no longer weighs upon any of these principles — tiiat U to say, 
upon the GoTemnieat. 

Let us return to England ! 

How acted the Avistoci'atic principle in 1688, in the presence of 
these four influences exercising great sway in tie midst of an ad- 
vanced civilisation ? Intoxicated with its power, did it bhndly 
make war on them ? Did it enrage the Religious class by seizing on 
the rich revennes of the English Church P Did it refuse honors 
and wealth to the Militmy class ? Did it irritate the Financial elaes 
by not promulgating any law which increased its gains P Did it 
turn the pen of the Thmkers against ibelf by refusing to them 
either places or pensions. No ! The Aristocratic principle, en- 
lightened by experience, understood its interests fiir better. _ 

A sagacity beyond all precedent has brilliantly distinguished this 
principle iu England, Instead of wrangling or displaying any 
sordidness with these powerful classes, it accorded liberally all that 
was exacted. To the Church, it left its revenues. To the Army, it 

five nobility and wealth. To the Capitalists, it granted a National 
ank* and Protective Laws, To the Thinkers, it awarded pensions 
and lucrative sinecures. Thus strengthened and supported, the 
Aristocratic Govei-nment of England has lasted 161 years. _ It has 
been pretty rudely shaken now and then ; as, for example, in 1832, 
when it had the air of yielding to the Democratic principle its 
proper share in the representation, but escaped that emergency 
by its ingenious Seform Mill, which enacted that henceforth 
every town should have two representatives or members in the 
House of Commons. It followed, therefore, that twenty-four small 
towns, under Aristocratic dommation, with a population of 132,CH}0 
inhabitants, were represented in Parliament by 48 members, whilst 
the democratic town of Manchester, with a population of 240,000, 
had no more than 2 members. 

More recently, in 1845, the Democratic principle accomplished, 
it is true; a decisive victory in abolishing the Com_ LmBS._ 

Before' pronouncing any judgment upon this Aristocratic Govern- 
ment, there are two important enquiries to be made. 

First, has it contributed to the welfare of society, or only pro- 
moted the iuterests of the classes that support it ? 

Next, what is the pi-obable duration of this Government under 
such circumstances P 

To demonstrate how much the great majority of the community 
Euffors, it is only necessary to cite the facts that daily arise, and 

• ThB Banl of EoglBna mis lounaed in 1694. 
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whieli are found thrillingly arrayed in the speeclies of Lord Ashley,* 
as wsll as iii Parliamentary reports. A still stronger proof of the 
excess of poverty is shown in tJie necessity of creating a system o( 
laws (Poor Laws), for the special purpose of relieving it. 

For eonclusive evidence, on the oQier hand, of the benefits con- 
ferred on the ruling classes, is it requisite to point to the tax of 38 
miOiona sterling laid upon articles of consumption, which necessarily 
weieh upon the people, or to the revenues of the Church, some eight 
miltiona sterling.t and chiefly borne hy the people, "Whereas tiio 
land-tax in England, mostly contributed by the Aristocracy, does 
not much exceed one million sterling. The Inoome-tox, which pro- 
dnoes near five millions sterling,'! "ills indirectly on the working 
classes, for the rich economise in uieir expenses the sum which tiie 
tax yields. 

Now for the second inquiry. 

The sway of the Aristocratic principle over the Government in 
England, suppoited unanimoush/ by the inflnenoos indicated, would 
have no other lunit than in the patience of the people. Finding 
the yoke, at Isat, insupportable, the masses evei-ywhere would 
imitate the unhappy Eomans, and like them, would withdraw to 
another Moiis Sacer, until, finally, driven to despair, and over- 
powei-ed by sufl'eroig, they would give themselves up cheei'fully to 
the first invaders. 

This monopoly of power, however, by a single principle, is des- 
tined in England to another fate. It will fall by the desertion of 
those very influences which have so long and so skilfully upheld it. 
Already a branch of the Fmancial cla^, the manufacturers, ai-e con- 
tending against it at the head of the Democratic principle, and, as I 
have stated, it was defeated, in 1845, under Cobden and Bright. A 
portion of the Litei-ary class, headed by such as Carlyle, and the 
■writers in the Times, are beginning to assail it with vigorous blows. 

It may, then, be considered as inevitable the downfall of the 
usurpation of the Aristocratic principle in England, and the resur- 
rection of its ancient Mixed Government — the one which contains 
those three elementary principles that contribute to the preservation 
of Liberty and the maintenance of Order. 

I come, finally, to the consideration of tlie Constitution of France, 
that noble nabon which has done so mnch for tho desti'uction of 
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false dogmas, and for tlic emaBcipation of maniind. Her sacrifices 
and her teroigm, through long centaries, render her eminently 
■worthy the gratitude of the civilised world. In my next and last 
letter may a stranger he permitted to apeat of a country which, 
cext ta his own, he loves and respects the most. 

Heney Wikoff, 

qf New York. 
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Feom " LA PBESSE," of Jakitaily 2, 1830, 



To Emile db Girakdin— 

In my first letter I stated that in every society there existed three 
poUtical principles — the MonaroHcal, ^stocratio, and Democratic, 
which, hy their skilful combination, could alone form, an indestrueti- 
ble Government, that would guarantee lihei'ty, whilst it maintained 
oi'der. I adduced, as an example, the Constitution of the United 
States— the only one in the world where these three principles are 
found in full play and in perfect harmony. 

In my second letter I followed the vicissitudes these principles 
underwent throi^h the history of England, I showed how, in the 
beginning, they existed together, but in a state of discord ; how, in 
1640, the Democratic principle, under Cromwell, vanquished the two 
other principles ; again, how, in I6S8, the Aristocratic principle, 
usurping in its turn, and supported hy the four dominant influences 
of every society, has suooeeded in maintaining np to our day its un- 
just ascendancy. 

Now, in my last letter, to prove that I am not amusing myself 
with vain theories, but timt I am treating of the science of Govern- 
ment, I propose to investigate the history of France, which, better 
than the history of all the other nations of Europe, furnishes a 
Btriiing demonstration of this truth — viz., that neither of the three 
principles can permanently govern alone. 

Win you allow me to make a single reflection? I have often 
heard, in foreign eountriea, the French, reproached with the fickle- 
ness of their character ; but I have always attributed this accusation 
t« ignorance or to calumny. Strange to say, however, I have heard 
tiie same thing repeated by the French of themselves. 

I invite them to read over again their own history, and they will 
find themselves forced to the same conclusion as myself, that, instead 
of being capricious, they are a people as logical us courageous. This 
is what I shall undertake to prove. 

The fell of the Koman Empire is the preface to French history. 
Historians have ffiven a thousand difterent explanations of thia 
grand event, but l£ere is only one. It was the new religion, Christi- 
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anitr, which bronrfit it about; for ■when it proclaimed the equality 
of all men before God, the Homaii people began to imderstand the 
injustice of their slavery, and repudiated Paganism. At last, instead 
of continuing to bear the terrible yoke of despotism, they preferred 
yielding to the Barbarians, far lesa to be dreaded than meir own 
grants. 

The first Governmental principle which reappeared after thia 
moral innndation waa the Monarehieal. At this epoch of transition 
and confusion the Tital want was Unity, and that waa just the 
essence of that principle, aa I have explained. For several cen- 
turies Monarchy sought to govern society, and with the aid of the 
Eeligions influence, at that time all-powerful. 

It is proper to observe that Christianity, at its advent, sustained 
the Democratic principle against Paganism, which was allied to the 
lival principles. After the downfall of Paganism, however, Christi- 
anity went astray by identifying itself with Monarchy, instead of 
seeking to exercise a tioceficent influence over all thoao Govemmentel 
principles alilio. 

Finally, in the 10th century, the Monarchical principle was over- 
tiirown, and the Ariatocracy, with Uie support of the Democracv, 
seized upon Power, and began to govern by oi^anising the FeuAti 
System. During tiiia epoch the Military innaence was the strongest, 
but the Religious influence, also, lent its protection to the Aristocratio 
Government. It ■was these two influences that originated the CW*- 
«a(fes. After the lapse of several ages it became evident that the 
Aristocratic principle had done nothing but imitate the Monarchical, 
that is, goyem for its own interests. The Democratic ^inciple, 
disowned and oppressed, abandoned in its turn the Anstooratio 
principle, and, nnder Eichelien, the Monarchy once more recovered 
power. The Aristocratic principle waa now entirely excluded from 
Government! but the Democratic principle was not admitted. It 
waa tiius proved that in lending itself first to the Monarchical, and 
afterwards to the Aristocratic, principle, that it had gained nothing 
in either case. It waa different in England, as I have abown ; for 
after the Norman Conquest the English people, before granting their 
support tfl one or the other of these rival principles, demanded cer- 
tain concessions, snch as Magna Charta ana the Hahean Corpus Act. 

Under this second restoration of the Monarchy the other two 
social influences I have named— viz., the Literary and Financial in- 
fluences — attained their highest development. They allied them- 
selves with the Democratic principle, which, no longer putting faith 
in the Monarchical or Aristocratic principles, only thought now of 
grasping at power for itself. The 18th century beheld the speetaxile 
of an ardent contest between the Monarchical principle, supported 
by the Religious and Military classes, on one side, and the Democratic 
principle, defended by tlio Literary and Financial classes, on the other. 
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The first revolution, in 1 789, witnessed the advent to Power of the 
Democratic principle, wiiicii, first, avenged itself for fie centuries of 
enficring: it iiad undergone, and, next, set to work throwing off all 
those burdens which had been heaped apon it by the rival pnnoiples 
to their own exclusive benefit. Its mission being thus accomplished, 
it would have done better to have taken for its model the Constitu- 
tion of the United States in dividing the power with the Monar- 
chical and Aristocratic principles, which sje, likowiBO, imperishable, 
and possess qualities ecjually prEcious, 

By not acting in this manner, whether from ignorance or from 
mistrust, it lost itself In fact, tho necessity of Unity became so 
imperativo, in consequence, even, of the useful Progress made by the 
Democratic principle, that the Monarchical principle, under Napo- 
leon, forced itself, for the third time, back into power. It happened 
then what was sure to follow, for the laws of human nature are 
there to prove, that when there is no check to its will it is certain ta 
run into abuse. 

The Monarchical principle entered upon the Government without 
conditions, and naturally governed for its own advantage. The in- 
genious example set by tho Aristocratic Government of England 
was followed in France, and the Monarcl^ sought the support of 
the social influences. The Heligious, Military, and Financial 
classes rallied to its maintenance, with a view to stability ; but the 
Literary class, in great part, refused to accept its recompenses, or to 
yield to its menaces. During this epoch the same scheme waa 
carried out as in England— the Clergy were endowed by the State j 
the Army was honoredand enriched) and the Capitalists favored by 
Protective laws and a National Bank.* 

On the fell of the Monarchj', in 1815, the Aristoeratioprineiple re- 
turned to power, but disguised in a Constitutional form. Aware 
that force could avail no longer against its rival principles, as in tho 
middle ages, it ti'ansplanted to the Frsnch soil the Constitution 
Buecessfully established in England. For the first time a Parlia^ 
mentary Government, with Monarchical prerogative limited, and the 
Democratic principle excluded, waa essayed in France. The Mo- 
narchy, however, refused its assent to the new organisation, and, 
stimulated by the Religious influence, attempted resistance, where- 
upon the Aiistocrafic principle, allyiiig itself with the Democratic, 
and reinforced by the Literary and Financial classes, overthrew it 
in 1830. 

A second experiment was made of Parliamentary Government, 
and this time the Monarchy, mindful of tho past, united with 
the Aristocratic element, and together directed the Govemment- 
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■He Demoovatlc piincipl. m., fa ro.lily, .lafadcd from power, 
for the suffiwe was limited to 173,000 eleolors for a population of 
35 millionB.* Tlio two primiplo., Mooarcliioal aod Ari.tooratio, 
Wog .0 strong, and tlie Domooratic pnooiple .o weak, tlio same 
Soft, wore i,Fod«eed after tie same law., aid tlie mtere.ts ot 
ttie greatest number were saoriileed for tlie lenedt of tie few who 

'"r wsCSelv that . peopl. so intelligent and re«l.t. a. tl. 
Fienoh, and who had twioe Tanqui.hed the riial prmeiples, would 
long lesi^ iteeU to its def«it.' After manifestation. •ufBoie"''; 
,i.Si«oant, the D.moomtie piiueiplo, rastaiued, m grf'' P"*. 'j 
th. litetij Ota, again revolted in 1848, and agam with the same 

^^Once more ahsolnte master of power it eshihited the most facon- 
lestaUe moderation. A new Coustitetion wa. ordaan.d.but mstead 
rf seeking to eielnde the rival priaeipln from power, ti. Demo- 
eratic priueiple ""relj «>»«1>' »» protest itself against the^ en. 
SJadiiient., in suhj&ting them to eertain rutramts, and V 
SSg to itself htSad aSd soBd gnaranlees. nniveraal sJt.ge 
waTprSdaimed, and by this mean, alone the Demporatie pi-mmplo 
can awavs eieroim a mlntarj eontrol over the rival pmeiple.. In 
■ddiUon, it appEed the same oheek to the MonamW prmeipl. 
Sal eSts in the Constitution of the United Stales hj hmitmg it. 

^'^trDt^Sfprineipl. was earHed too tar, however, hy if 
natural apprehension., and it fell into some grave errors, /or "i- 
SpK in refusing a veto to the Exeentife power il rendeied it. 
SatuSm.1 iudlpenden.; impos.ible, and. «■-. tte."™? 
haknoe between the throorowers oonldnot.iist. Also.mrotusmg 
T^irihilitv. it m no wise euoouraged the Monarohieal pnnoiple to 
SSfe wSof the oomHiy. Tholreneh Constitution, m adopting 
ttS^pSulion., ha. gin. beyond the Ameiiean Oonstitnlion, 
md .0 iSg " liev e».l an eiaet eounterpoise « impossibly 
Serious faults have, also, been eoumiitled a. regard, the Anstoeratm 
nriuciple With a view to check it. excesses, the Dcmoeratio prin- 
JSlTlas, with too much l»merity, shut it»lt up m the .am. 
Siber ^\«-i^'^^^,^'iZ^; iSn's tX^St^ 
SSZ CSS: ^.K;SLtr.t'.h. ,.me «„., valaabl. 
SS dSSu" Honor, and wealth ar. tlie natural .ud ju.t pro- 
Set of .tTintelligence I but leaving it the power to monopohse all, 
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the masses ore deprived of their rights, which are as well foutidefl, 
and not leas eacred. 

How can restriotiona sufficiently stringent he applied to tho Aris- 
tooratic principle without iiyuringits Tital independence? This is 

i'usfc the prohlem the American Constitution has perfectly solved, 
ty giving to it a Chamber apart, and anhmitfiii& it to the restraints 
already explained, the ArMtocratic principle, whilst it halances the 
other principles, fulfils its Conservative office. 

It follows, thei-efore, that in the French Constitntion are found th 
three political principles, which history and logio demonstrate are 
indispensable to a stable and tranquil Government. Bnt in conse- 
quenoe of the apprehensions already allnded to, and which are per- 
fectly natural, &e balance necessary to the harmonious action of the 
three elemental principles does not exist. That is all. It is a state 
of things, at this moment, preferable to any existing elsewhere hi 
Enrope. 

In England the Aristocratic principle monopolises the Government, 
and before the three principles that constitute the basis of its an- 
cient Constitntion are restored, that country will have many trids 
to undergo. 

In nearly all the rest of Europe it is the Monarchical principle 
which governs. As civilisation advances, and I mean by timt the 
nnion of the three political principles, Europe will be forced to go 
through the phases of many struggles and revolutions that tho 
United States have already undergone, and to the end of which 
France seems to he approaching. 

There is one remark tnat it is proper to add. The legislation of 
France, for the last fifty years, has been the exclusive work of the 
Monarchical and Aristocratic principles, and engrossed by their 
own interests, for such is human nature, they have neglected the 
interests of the Democracy. Whenever, therefore, the present Con- 
stitution shall he bo improved as to establish lie necessary balance 
between the three Powers, there will stOl be nothing to apprehend 
itom the ardent activity of the Democratic principle, which, obeying 
its Pro^emive impulse, will still have much to do in raising its 
condition to that of its rivals. 

In closing the sketch I have just drawn of the brilliant future 
that awaits France, I do not wish to shut my eyes on the dark cloud 
that throws its shade over the picture. A senseless struggle is at 
this moment going on between tlie three principles tkat the Consti- 
tution reoogmses. The Aristocratic principle will not yield its just 
share of power to the Democratic pnnciple, whilst the Monarchical 
principle, hampered as it is by the resti-aints of the Constitution, is 
compelled to fluctuate undecided between them. I cannot help in- 
dulging hero in a reflectioE that savours of a reproach to the De- 
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mooraoT. If it does not exerwae its legitimate influence over tlie 
leeislafion of the coimtry, of whioii it has reason to complain, -whose 
fault is it ? The Constitution was its own wort, and in seeking to 
BuiTound itself with too many precautions, it has only exposed itself 
the more to the two hostile principles. 

Still it ought to show itself patient, and the more so, that the 
period of triEd is limited. The Democratic principle well knows its 
force, and it is hardly to be feared that when the final moment 
arrives that the Monarchies! and Aristocratic principles will exhibit 
so much injustice and thoughtlessness as to insist on the retention 
of their privileges, and thus risk plunging this great aud noble 
r once more uito all the miseries of 1789. Let -what wiH 



^ ,fry once more uito all the n 

happen, there is bnt one solution— a Mixed Govemment. 

After a whole century of catastrophes there would be found at 
the end but one remedy— the system of cJtecks and balances of the 
Constitution of the United States. 

To recapitulate. .. r. .. 

There are thi-ee political pnneiples which represent the ttiree 
elements «f every human society, viz., Monarchy, Aristocracy, and 

A Government is only just and durable when these three prin- 
ciples possess an equal shai-e of power and independence, hut under 
such a system of check and balance that their special virtues of 
Until/, Comervatism, and Progress may exercise theii- individual in- 
fluence upon the laws which govern society. 

This Govemment is designated ft Mixed Go);emmenf. 

There exist, also, four great social influences, which must bo 
oarefally taken into account— the Religious, Militaiy, Literary, and 
Financial influences, that are represented by four classes, the Priest, 
the Soldier, the Thinker, and the Capitalist. 

The history of all nations show th^t these four classes invariably 
seek, with a view to their own interests, to connect themselves wiUi 
Government in order to sway it. „. , „ ^ c 

It follows ftom these premises, that a Mixed Government, tree 
from all alliance with clerical, military, hterary, or finandal insti- 
tutions, is the only one which presents the certainty of durationi 
and tranquilhty, because, then, libertt/ is united with order. 

The Govemment of the United States approaches the nearest to 
this perfection; but still its alliance with any financial influence 
has yet to be dissolved. Amongst other nations, the Government 
of l{-ance resembles most the American Govemment ; nevertheless, 
the three principles which its Constitution recognises have yet to 
be regulated, and the connection kept up alternately with the 
classes above-mentioned ought to disappear. It must be admitted, 
however that an immense advance towards this consummation has 
been made within these last sixty years. 
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I have been too impartial, I fear, not to have o^nded all paitiea. 
My solo object has been to speak the truth. This justico, I tmsti 
the French Press will not refuse mo, if it is thought useful or timely 
to discuss the ideas which I have submitted to its appreciation, 
Henry 'Wikoff, 

of New York. 



Since the ftppeai-ance of these letters in Paris, in 1849, the " dark 
cloud" I aDuded to has burst. The "senseless stniggle" between 
parties that I spoke of, terminated in December, 1851, and as 
might have been foreseen. I stated that the Aristocratic principle 
■would not yield its just share of power to the Democratio principle, 
ishilst the Monarchical principle, hampered by Constitutional 
restraints, was forced into a state of inaction. Such a condition of 
things could only lead to a catastrophe, and the Aristocratic prin- 
ciple has paid the penalty of its third attempt to erect in Fraiice 
the Parliamentary Government of England. 

-lAt the close of '51, the Monarchical principle united with the 
Democratic, and, supported by the Religions and MiUtary influences, 
took possession of the State. A Constitution was adopted, which 
was the necessary consequence of preceding events. The three 
fundamental principles were admitted, but no effort was made to 
balance liiem. The Monarchical principle reserved for itself the 
largest share of power, but the Democratio principle was guaranteed 
its independence, under certain well-devised restrwnts. The Aria- 
toorafic principle, however, was reduced to wall-nigh a nullity. 

So long as harmony exists between the Monarchical and Demo- 
cratic principles, this Constitution will endure, and the Democratio 
principle cannot fail to derive important advantages, not only fiom 
its jomt share of power, but from the identity of interests that 
constitute the basis of its present alUance. 

It is not to be supposed, however, that the Aristocratic principle, 
■which, as I have said, is the intellectual force of the country, wiU 
ubmit to its subordinate position longer than it can avoid. 

It has f^len through its own excesses, and its actual degradation 
is a just panishment, and may be a profitable, lesson. Sooner or 
later it must recover its le^timate influence, but there is little to 
fear from its acquiring again an undue ascendancy. 

The history of the last sixty-seven years in France, plainly 
demonsb'ates that imdcr a Mixed Gosemment only, with a nice 
adjustment of check and balance, can Ztberty and Order he per- 
manently consolidated. 
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